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ACTI ON TAKEN ON DECI SI ONS OF THE
FORTY- SI XTH SESSI ON OF THE EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

Thi s document provides, in summary form information on the foll ow up by
UNHCR on al |l decisions/conclusions of the forty-sixth session of the
Executive Cormittee that called for specific action to be taken by the High
Commi ssioner. The sections and paragraphs referred to bel ow correspond to those
contained in the report of the forty-sixth session of the Executive Conmmittee
(A/ AC. 96/ 860). Deci sions or conclusions requiring action by Governnents or
other entities, rather than the H gh Conm ssioner, are not reported on. To the
maxi mum ext ent, Executive Committee and Standing Committee docunments have been
cross-referenced in order to linit the length
of the report.

1. ACTI ON TAKEN
para. 19: General Conclusion on International Protection

(f) Recalls its conclusion 74 (XLV), which encouraged the High
Commi ssioner to engage in consultations and di scussi ons concerni ng measures
to ensure international protection to all who need it; and reiterates its
support for UNHCR s role in exploring the devel opnent of guiding principles
to this end, consistent with fundanental protection principles reflected in
i nternational instrunments, and calls on UNHCR to organi ze i nformal consultations
on this subject;

UNHCR action. See: Progress Report on Informal Consultations on the
Provi sion of International Protection to all who Need it (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 34)
presented to the third neeting of the Standing Commttee (June 1996).

GE. 96- 02844

(g) Calls upon the Hi gh Conmi ssioner to support and pronote efforts by
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States towards the devel opnent and inplementation of criteria and gui delines on
responses to persecution specifically ained at wonen, by sharing information on
States' initiatives to develop such criteria and guidelines, and by nonitoring
to ensure their fair and consistent application. |In accordance with the
principle that wonen's rights are human rights, these guidelines should
recogni ze as refugees wonen whose claimto refugee status is based upon well -
founded fear of persecution for reasons enunerated in the 1951 Convention and
1967 Protocol, including persecution through sexual violence or other gender-
rel ated persecution

UNHCR action. A UNHCR-organi zed Synposi um on Gender-Based Persecution (Ceneva,
22-23 February 1996), attended by 16 Governnments, exam ned, inter alia, the
content and el aboration of existing guidelines. A report on the synposiumwl|
appear in a special issue of the International Journal of Refugee Law

(i) Recognizes that for States to fulfil their humanitarian
responsibilities in receiving refugees and in reintegrating returning refugees,
and in addressing sone of the causes of refugee nmovenents, an effective human
rights regime is essential, including institutions which sustain the rule of
| aw, justice and accountability; and in this connection calls on UNHCR to
strengthen its activities in support of national |egal and judicial capacity-
bui | di ng, where necessary, in cooperation with the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts;

UNHCR action. See: UNHCR's role in National Legal and Judicia
Capacity-Building (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP.31), presented to the third neeting of the
Standi ng Conmittee (June 1996).

(1) Enphasizes in this context the need to address problens pertaining to
the return of persons not in need of international protection, and encourages
UNHCR to cooperate with other international organizations in |ooking into ways
in which the return process can be facilitated, and to informthe Standing
Conmi ttee;

UNHCR action. See: The Return of Persons not in need of Internationa
Protection (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP.36), presented to the third neeting of the Standing
Committee (June 1996).

(m Calls upon the Hi gh Comnr ssioner to continue to expand and strengt hen
the Ofice's activities with regard to the pronotion and di ssem nati on of
refugee | aw and protection principles with the active support of States and
t hrough i ncreased cooperation with non-governnmental organizations, academ c
institutions and other relevant organi zations; further calls upon the High
Conmmi ssioner to explore ways to integrate its activities in the areas of
docunent ati on, research, publications and electronic dissem nation

UNHCR action. See: Enhancing UNHCR 's Capacity for Strategic Policy Formulation
and Dissemination (EC 46/ SC/ CRP.49), presented to the fourth neeting of the
St andi ng Conmittee (Septenber 1996).

(n) Recogni zes the role refugee community education can play in nationa
reconciliation and encourages UNHCR, in cooperation with other organizations, to
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strengthen its efforts in assisting host country Governnents to ensure the
access of refugees to education, including the introduction into such programres
of elenments of education for peace and human rights;

UNHCR action. UNHCR finalized in May 1996 a docunent entitled The Human Ri ghts

Educati on Programme: A Franmework for Curricul um Devel opnent, whi ch outlines the
princi pl es behind and gui delines for education on human rights and peace, and an
i nternal UNHCR Working Goup will followup on this. A conflict-resolution

wor kshop for refugee | eaders and NGO workers was held in the United Republic of
Tanzania in April 1996, and will be followed up on. A workshop on “Buil ding
Teachers’ Skills for Peace” is planned for February 1997 in Nairobi, Kenya.

(p) Reiterates the continued inportance of resettlenent as an instrunent
of protection and its use as a durable solution to refugee problens in specific
ci rcunmst ances; wel cones the initiative in conm ssioning an evaluation study and
t he UNHCR- sponsored consultation on resettlenent; and encourages UNHCR to
continue the process of dialogue with interested Governnents and non-
governnment al organi zations to strengthen its activities in this connection, and
to provide regular reports to the Executive Committee;

UNHCR action. See: Resettlenment: An Instrunent of Protection and a Durable
Solution (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 32), presented to the third neeting of the Standing
Committee (June 1996).

para. 20: Conclusion on the Prevention and Reduction of Statel essness and
the Protection of Statel ess Persons

(c) Requests UNHCR actively to pronote accession to the 1954 Convention
relating to the Status of Statel ess Persons and the 1961 Convention on the
Reducti on of Statelessness, in view of the limted nunber of States parties to
these instrunents, as well as to provide relevant technical and advisory
services pertaining to the preparation and inplenmentation of nationality
legislation to interested States;

UNHCR action. Technical and advisory services provided by the Ofice
facilitated three accessions to the 1954 Convention and two to the 1961
Convention, and have enhanced the inplenmentati on by nunmerous States of the
principles contained in both instruments.

(d) Further requests UNHCR actively to pronote the prevention and
reducti on of statel essness through the dissenination of information, and the
training of staff and government officials; and to enhance cooperation with
ot her interested organi zations;

UNHCR action. An information and accessi on package concerning the two

statel essness instrunents was issued by the Ofice in June 1996 and distributed
to all States that have not yet acceded to one or both Conventions. Cooperation
with other interested organi zations has included participation in conferences on
citizenship hosted by the Council of Europe,

consultations on citizenship with the European Union, and active collaboration
on citizenship issues, globally with the United Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts,
and on a regional basis with the OSCE
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(e) Invites UNHCR to provide it biennially, beginning at the forty-seventh
session of the Executive Committee, with information on activities undertaken on
behal f of statel ess persons, particularly with regard to the inplementation of
i nternational instruments and international principles relating to
st at el essness, and including the magni tude of the problem of statel essness.

UNHCR action. A report on the subject will be provided in 1997.

para. 21: General Decision on Progranme,
Administrative and Financial Matters

(b) Requests the High Comr ssioner, within the resources available, to
respond flexibly and efficiently to the needs currently indicated under 1996
General and Special Progranmmes which are tentatively estinated at $ 1.1 billion,
and to any other new needs that night arise, bearing in mnd the Statute of the
Ofice and the priority to be accorded to statutory activities, and the rel evant
provi sions of the Financial Rules for Voluntary Funds;

UNHCR action. See: Overall Programmre and Funding Projections for 1995 and 1996
(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 4 and Add. 1), Update on Programme and Funding Projections for 1996
(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 18), Update on Programme and Fundi ng Projections for 1996 and

Tentative Estimates for the 1997 General Programmes Tar get (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 30),
Overvi ew of UNHCR Activities - 1995-1997 (A AC. 96/ 865) and Update on UNHCR
Programre and Funding Projections for 1996 and 1997 (A AC. 96/ 865, Add. 3).

(e) Requests UNHCR to allocate the financial and hunan resources required
for the inplenentation of the recommendati ons of the Working Group on Refugee
Wonen and Chil dren adopted by the Executive Comrittee at its forty-fifth
sessi on;

UNHCR action. Mst of the Goup’s recommendati ons on policy devel opnment,

physi cal protection, staff devel opnent and the mai nstream ng of refugee wonen’s
concerns have been inplenented at the Headquarters |evel. Four new Seni or

Regi onal Advi sers for Refugee Winen have been appointed (for Africa, the C S,
the M ddl e East and the Anericas) to ensure inplenentation at the field |evel.
The issues of accountability and mandatory training for UNHCR staff in People-
Oriented Planning are under discussion; 50 per cent of professional staff have
al ready received POP training. Concentrated attention is being given to
addressing the issue of sexual violence against refugee women and girls, and to
i mpl enenting rel evant sections of the Beijing Platform of Action.

(f) Requests the Hi gh Conmi ssioner to keep the Executive Committee
regularly infornmed on devel opnents under both General and Special Programes,
i ncluding the uses made, in accord with their established criteria, of the
Emergency Fund, the CGeneral Allocation for Voluntary Repatriation (henceforth to
be known as the Voluntary Repatriation Fund), and the Programme Reserve, and on
progress inplenmenting UNHCR polici es under Ceneral and Special Progranmes;

UNHCR action: See: Overall Programme and Fundi ng Projections for 1995 and
1996 (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 4, and Add.1); Update on Voluntary Repatriation Programmes
(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 23) ; Update on Programme and Fundi ng Projections for 1996 and
Tentative Estimates for the 1997 General Programmes Tar get (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 30) ;
and the Overview of UNHCR Activities: 1995-1997 (A AC. 96/ 865) .
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(g) Notes the Report of the Board of Auditors to the CGeneral Assenbly on
the Accounts of the Voluntary Funds admi nistered by the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees for the year ended 31 Decenber 1994 (A/ AC. 96/853), the
Report of the ACABQ on UNHCR Activities financed by Vol untary Funds: Report for
1994- 1995 and proposed budget for 1996 (A/ AC.96/854), the Report of the High
Commi ssi oner on the work of UNHCR s Inspection and Eval uation Service
(A AC. 96/ 852), and requests to be kept regularly informed on the neasures taken
to address the recomendati ons and the observations raised in these various
oversi ght docunents;

UNHCR action: See: I nformati on Paper: Property (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 5) ; Background
Note on International Procurenent (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 6) ; UNHCR' s Eval uati on

Activities for 1996 (EC/46/SC/ CRP.10); Audit |ssues (EC 46/ SC/ CRP.13); Follow Up
to Audit Recommendations: Programme and Fi nanci al Managenent (EC/ 46/ SCI CRP. 20) ;
Human Resources Managenent (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 46) . See al so i ndivi dual oversight

par agr aphs contained in the updates on regional devel opnents submitted to the
various Standing Comnmittees.

(h) Expresses serious concern about the observations of the Board of
Auditors in its Report (A/AC 96/853) especially those on managenent issues, and
in particular those relating to continuing problens in regard to the | ack of
adequat e managerial control by UNHCR in regard to programes inplenmented by its
partners, and asks that the matters raised in the Report be reviewed in a
systematic fashion by the Standing Conmittee;

UNHCR action: See: Foll ow-Up to Audit Reconmendations: Progranmme and

Fi nanci al Managenent (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 20), which deals in particular with the
comments of the ACABQ as they pertain to programre managenent and inplenmenting
partners, and Audit of I|nplenenting Partners (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 41), which deals with
i npl enmenting partner nonitoring and audit.

(i) Requests the High Conmmi ssioner to initiate a process of inform
techni cal consultations on the question of overhead costs for non-governnenta
i npl enmenting partners, particularly headquarters costs, with a view to having an
initial progress review at the time of the first session of the Standing
Committee in 1996, and authorizes the Standing Conmittee, if it sees fit, to
decide on this issue in the course of its deliberations during 1996;

UNHCR action: See:Report on Informal Consultations on Overhead Costs of NGO
Partners (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP.21). Two decisions were taken by the Standing Comittee
on this issue

para. 22: Decision on Budget Structure and CGovernance

(I') In addition to the broad review of CGeneral and Special Programes at
the tine of the Executive Conmittee, inter-sessional neetings shall consider
updat es on progranme needs and funding; at inter-sessional neetings, there shal
al so be a review of all country progranmes (General and Special) in a particular
region or regions (e.g. Asia/ SWANAME; Europe/ Anericas; Africa), and of any
Speci al Programmes covering a nunber of countries in the region(s);
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UNHCR action. See the updates on progranmes and funding presented regularly to
the Standing Committee (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 4, CRP.18, and CRP.30; and

A/ AC. 96/ 865/ Add. 3). Regi onal country programre reviews presented to the
Standi ng Conmittee conprise docunents EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 11 (Regi onal Overview),

CRP. 24 (Europe), CRP.25 (South West Asia, North Africa and the Mddle East), 35
(Africa), CRP.43 (Anericas and the Caribbean) and CRP.44 (Asia and Cceani a).

(m The regular, systematic review of UNHCR progranmes at the country
| evel by the Executive Committee at inter-sessional neetings shall be based on
agreed docunentation (see below), and will include presentations by the senior
staff of the Bureau concerned;

UNHCR acti on. See the Decision on Executive Conm ttee docunentation
contai ned in EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 22 and adopted by the second neeting of the Standing
Committee (April 1996).

(n) The uses nade of the Energency Fund, the Programre Reserve and the
Vol untary Repatriation Fund shall be reviewed by the Executive Committee at its
annual and inter-sessional neetings at the tinme of each of the progranme revi ews
mentioned in (m above, to ensure that their use is in accord with the governing
criteria;

UNHCR action. See the updates on progranmes and funding presented regularly to
the Standing Committee (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP.4, CRP.18, and CRP. 30; and
A/ AC. 96/ 865/ Add. 3) .

(o) The wording of the decision related to General and Special Progranmes
needs and resources adopted at the annual (or any other) session of the
Executive Committee shall better reflect the enhanced governance exerci sed by
the Executive Conmittee over these Programres;

UNHCR action. See the General Decision on Programme, Administrative and

Fi nanci al Matters passed by the forty-sixth session of the Executive Conmittee
in Cctober 1995, and the draft General Decision on Programe, Admnistrative and
Fi nancial Matters contained in A/ AC 96/ 865, which is to be presented to the
forty-seventh session of the Executive Conmittee for its consideration

(p) Wthin the broad framework of oversight of the work of UNHCR, the
Executive Committee, in the course of its annual session and at inter-sessiona
meeti ngs, shall consider, according to an agreed tinetable, the various reports
on audits, programmes, evaluations, and on the work of the UNHCR I nspection and
Eval uation Service, as well as UNHCR s response to these reports;

UNHCR action. See: Information Paper: Property (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 5) ; Background Note
on | nternational Procurenent (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 6) ; UNHCR' s Pl anned Eval uati on
Activities for 1996 (EC/46/SC/ CRP.10); Audit |ssues (EC 46/ SC/ CRP.13); Follow Up
to Audit Reconmmendations: Progranme and Fi nanci al Managenent (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 20) ;
Human Resour ces Managenent (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 46) .

(q) Programre docunentation should be so presented that the focus is
principally on countries/areas with a clear picture of programes at the country
| evel ;
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UNHCR action. See the regional overviews presented to the four neetings of the
Standi ng Conmi ttee (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 11 (Overview), CRP.24 (Europe), CRP.25 (South
West Asia, North Africa and the Mddle East), CRP.35 (Africa), CRP.43 (Anmericas
and the Caribbean) and CRP.44 (Asia and Cceania)), and the Overvi ew of UNHCR
Activities: 1995-1997 (A/AC.96/865), to be presented to the forty-seventh
session of the Executive Conmittee.

(r) Programre docunentation (covering both General and Special Programmes)
for given countries/areas should be concise (not exceeding six pages) and be
primarily focused on and offering justification for programres in a planning
year; the current and prior years' activities shall be addressed only to explain
any significant variations fromestimtes and planned activities. Specia
Programmes covering nore than one country will also be presented separately,
wi th correspondi ng consol i dated tables showi ng esti mates and expenditure;

UNHCR action. See 22 (q) above.

(s) The presentation of the annual accounts should be inproved; in
particul ar, the nunber of Special Programmes accounted for individually in the
Annex to Statement 2 (which sets out incone and expenditure for Specia
Programmes) shall be expanded to include the nost inportant of those which are
currently reported under "Qther Trust Funds"; to the extent possible, "Oher
Trust Funds" shoul d be identified by region

UNHCR action. See: Voluntary Funds adm nistered by the United Nations
Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees: Accounts for the year 1995 (A AC. 96/ 866) (the
rel evant schedule is now Annex | to Statenent 1).

(t) Anopng the steps to be taken to further enhance UNHCR s budgetary
structure and related matters, study and informal consultations will be
undertaken in relation to the foll ow ng:

(i) the further adaptation and inprovenent of the budget structure as
provi ded for in (b) above;

UNHCR action. This issue will be reviewed in the context of Project Del phi

(ii) the categories/sectors for reporting on UNHCR s activities, including
the possibility of quantifying aspects of UNHCR s protection activities;

UNHCR action. This issue will be reviewed in the context of Project Del phi
(iii) the presentation of budgets and reporting on programre activities,
bearing in m nd the need for conciseness and clarity, and the observations

of the ACABQ in this regard,

UNHCR action. See 21(b) above.
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(iv) review of UNHCR s current conputer systens and databases and action
to ensure that they are adapted to UNHCR s budgeting and reporting needs;

UNHCR action. See: Proj ect Del phi: Plan of Action (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 48,
pp. 68-76), which details UNHCR s information and comuni cati ons systens
strategy.

(v) ways to ensure better |inkages between the presentation of UNHCR s
budgets in the United Nations Bi ennium Budget in support of the Medium Term
Pl an and the current UNHCR annual budgets presented to the Executive
Commi tt ee;

UNHCR action. See: The draft United Nations Medi um Term Pl an: 1998- 2001 -
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees - Programme 20:
Protection and Assistance to Refugees (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 2/ Rev. 2) was presented to
the first Standing Cormittee neeting, in January. It will be seen that the
nunber of programes was reduced to two. In the preparation of the first

bi enni al budget corresponding to the new Medium Term Plan, UNHCR will carry
further its efforts to synchronize the presentations both to the Executive
Conmi ttee and under the Regul ar Budget.

(vi) ways to ensure a better funding base for UNHCR activities;

UNHCR action. In addition to ongoing efforts ained specifically at a region
enconpassi ng several potential new donor countries, UNHCR has undertaken a

t horough internal review of the issue of the Ofice's donor base. The entire
guestion was debated informally with UNHCR s traditional donors in June 1996.
The di scussions served to point out areas of potential as well as to discuss
realistic strategies. Further discussions with donors on this issue will take
pl ace at an upconing informal neeting during the course of Novenber 1996, at
which tinme a verbal progress report on action taken will be nade.



A/ AC. 96
/871
page 9

(vii) review UNHCR s Financial Rules, including the provisions governing
General and Speci al Progranmes.

UNHCR action. See: Fi nanci al Rules for Voluntary Funds Adm nistered by the
Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 3) .

para. 23: Decision on the Strengthening of the Coordination of
Energency Humanitari an Assi stance (ECOSOC Resol ution 1995/ 56)

(b) Decides that the first inter-sessional neeting of the Standing
Committee in 1996 should give specific consideration to the resolution and its
signi ficance for the work of UNHCR,

UNHCR action: See: Consi deration of ECOSOC resol ution 1995/56
(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 12), presented to the first neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(January 1996).

(c) Requests the High Comr ssioner to submt to that Standing Committee
meeting a proposal as to how the various aspects of the resolution relevant to
the work of UNHCR mi ght nost effectively be reviewed in the course of the
i nter-sessional nmeetings in 1996;

UNHCR action: See: Consi deration of ECOSOC resol ution 1995/56

(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 12), presented to the first neeting of the Standing Conmmittee
(January 1996), and the programme of work of the Standing Conmittee presented to
t he sane neeting.

(d) Calls on UNHCR to pursue in the Inter-Agency Standing Commttee the
i ssues raised in the resolution;

UNHCR acti on: The foll owi ng docunments concerni ng ECOSOC resol ution 1995/ 56
were considered by the Standing Committee: Consideration of ECOSCC resol ution
1995/56 (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 12); Operational and Financial Capacity of UNHCR in View

of its Mandate and Rol e: Energency Response (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 7); Information Note

on the Devel opnent of Operative Menoranda of Understandi ng (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 8) ;
Consol i dated Appeals (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP.9); UNHCR Assistance Activities in Countries

of Oigin (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP.16); UNHCR's Protection Role in Countries of Oigin

(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 17); UNHCR Activities in Relation to Prevention (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 33);
and Coordination of Hunanitarian Assistance (EC/ 46/ SCI CRP. 47) .

para. 24: Conclusion on Refugee Wnen

(e) Requests the High Comr ssioner to prepare a framework for
i mpl enentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action which will formthe basis of
future UNHCR pl anning on refugee wonen's issues as well as reports to the
Executive Committee and the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wonen;

UNHCR action. The strategic objectives of the Beijing Platformfor Action to
whi ch UNHCR brings particul ar expertise are viol ence agai nst wonen (section D),
worren and armed conflict (section E) and human rights of women (section |).
Action ainmed at prevention and studying the causes and consequences of viol ence
wi |l include dissem nation, inplenentation and nmonitoring of UNHCR gui del i nes
wi th governnment and non-governnent inplenmenting partners; training of refugees
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in their rights and responsibilities; and a continued focus on gender-based

vi ol ence as part of regular protection training and reporting. Exanples of
specific activities include pronoting non-violent fornms of conflict resolution
pronoti ng and di ssenmi nating standards of international humanitarian |aw and
human rights instrunents; ensuring the dissenination and inplementati on of UNHCR
gui delines for the protection of refugee wonen; and pronoting gender sensitive
approaches in the reintegration of returnees. In terns of human rights, UNHCR
will continue to cooperate with relevant United Nations agencies to ensure that
the human rights of refugee wonen, and other wonen of concern, are addressed in
the devel opment and inpl enentation of pronotion and di ssem nation activities,
and in staff and refugee training.

(f) Calls on the H gh Comr ssioner to report on the delivery of the
i mpl enmentation framework at the forty-seventh session of the Executive
Committee, with particular enphasis on field inplenmentation of the policy and
gui delines, and on UNHCR i npl enentati on of the reconmendati ons of the Wbrking
G oup referred to above

UNHCR action. This issue will formpart of the work programe of the
i nter-sessional Standing Conmittee nmeetings in 1997.

para. 25: Conclusion on Refugees and the Environnent

(b) Requests the High Comr ssioner to revise the interimaguidelines to
give effect to the refornul ated policy;

UNHCR action. The said guidelines were refornulated in June 1996.

(c) Also requests the High Conmm ssioner to pronote and enhance
coordi nation and col | aboration with host Governnents, donors, relevant United
Nati ons organi zations, intergovernnental organizations, non-governnenta
organi zati ons and other actors concerned to address refugee
rel ated-environnental problens in a nore integrated and effective manner

UNHCR action. In collaboration with IOM and RPG UNHCR organi zed an

i nternational synposium on refugees and the environnment (Chavannes de Bogi s,

April 1996) and, along with host Governnments, NGOs and donors, a workshop on

refugees and the environnment in Africa (Dar es Salaam July 1996). UNHCR has
al so been engaged in extensive consultations, planning and inplenmentation of

refugee-rel ated environnental activities with a range of agencies and

or gani zati ons.

(d) Calls on the High Comr ssioner to keep the Executive Conmittee
i nformed through its Standing Comrittee on the inplenentation of this policy, in
particul ar of financial inplications and environnental actions initiated
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in the field, and to present a progress report on the results achi eved at that
time to the forty-eighth session of the Executive Comrmittee in 1997.

UNHCR action. A progress report will be presented to the forty-ei ght session of
the Executive Conmittee.

para. 26: Conclusion on the UNHCR-NGO Partnership in Action Process

(e) Requests the High Comr ssioner to report to the forty-seventh session
of the Executive Comm ttee about the progress made on the followup to the
PARi nAC process

UNHCR action. Issue will formpart of the work programe of the inter-sessiona
Standi ng Conmi ttee neetings in 1997

para. 27: Conclusion on the Situation of Refugees, Returnees and
Di spl aced Persons in Africa

(e) Welcones the strengtheni ng of UNHCR cooperation with the OAU at al
| evel s, and urges the two organi zations, with rel evant sub-regi onal bodies,
Uni ted Nations agencies, non-governmental organizations (NG3s), the
i nternational community and the concerned Governments to increase their efforts
in working out strategies and inplenmentation of solutions to the root causes of
the problenms of displacenent in Africa;

UNHCR action. Joint action to deal wi th population displacenments in the G eat
Lakes region included the creation in February 1996 of a steering comittee,
alternatively chaired by the QAU Secretary-Ceneral and the Hi gh Comm ssioner, to
deal with followup to the Bujunbura Plan of Action. Oher areas of contact

i ncl ude neetings on the inplenentation of the reconmendati ons of the 1994 OAU-
UNHCR symposi um on refugees and on the devel opnent of a new bilateral agreenent
to update the one signed in 1969, and support for the QAU s efforts to set-up
early warni ng mechani sns.

(g Calls on UNHCR to intensify its protection activities by, inter alia,
supporting African CGovernnments through appropriate training of relevant officers
and other capacity-building activities, dissemnating informtion about refugee
instruments and principles and providing financial, technical and, advisory
services to accelerate the enactnent/anendnment and inplenentation of |egislation
relating to refugees;

UNHCR action. In southern Africa, training in refugee | aw and protection, and
status deternination, was provided to over 1,100 government officials between
1993 and 1996. |In East Africa, governnment officials were given in-country
training while officials fromvarious refugee affairs mnistries were sponsored
to go to San Reno, Italy, for training in international humanitarian |aw.

Both South Africa and Nam bia acceded to the 1951 Convention, its 1967 Protoco
and the 1969 OAU Convention in 1995. UNHCR provi ded conments on resultant,
pendi ng draft national refugee | egislation
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(h) Expresses appreciation for the efforts of Governnments and for the
i nportant work being done by UNHCR, United Nations agencies, the Internationa
Organi zation for Mgration, NGOs and ot her cooperating bodies on the
i npl enmentation of voluntary repatriation of refugees in Africa; and calls on
UNHCR in conjunction with the OAU and concerned Governnents, sub-regiona
groupi ngs and other interested parties, actively to continue to seek sustainable
solutions to the refugee problemin Africa, in particular through facilitating
voluntary return in a dignified and orderly manner

UNHCR action. See: Update on Regional Devel opnents in Africa (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 35)
and Update on Voluntary Repatriati on Movenents (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 23)

(i) Encourages UNHCR to continue to cooperate with the Ofice of the High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights in the pronotion and protection of human rights
and fundanental freedons in emergency humanitarian situations in Africa,;

UNHCR action. A Menorandum of Understanding signed with the H gh Conm ssioner
for Human Rights in April 1996 enhanced earlier agreenents between the two
organi zations, notably the Septenber 1995 note of cooperation, by delineating
practical nodalities of information sharing.

(1) Calls on UNHCR, in conjunction with host Governments, United Nations
agencies, NGOs and the international community, to undertake early assessment of
negati ve inmpacts of |arge refugee concentrations on the hosting comunities with
aviewto initiating tinmely and concrete neasures to prevent damage and to
assist inits repair, especially damage to the environnment and eco-systens in
host countries, caused by mass refugee infl uxes;

UNHCR action. UNHCR s Energency Handbook is being revised to incorporate
environnental concerns throughout. Environnmental specialists will in future be
i ncluded in energency teans dispatched to crises deened to nerit such a team
menber. Environnental planning is being introduced into several existing
programmes to ensure that ongoing damage to a host country’s natural resources
is mnimzed

Bot h UNHCR and WFP have been pl aci ng nore enphasis on fuel-conserving measures,
such as distribution of fuel-efficient stoves, provision of mlled cereals or
small mlling instrunments, and the inplenmentation of food-for-work soi
conservation neasures, such as tree-planing in Mauritania and Kenya. A proposed
$ 70.5 mllion short-term assi stance package to help repair danage to the
environnent and infrastructure in the Geat Lakes region has net with limted
response fromthe international community.

(n) Expresses concern over the long stay of refugees in certain African
countries and calls upon the H gh Conm ssioner to keep under review her
programmes in those countries, taking into account the increasing requirenents
in that region.

UNHCR action. See: Update on Regional Devel opnents in Africa (ECI 46/ SC/ CRP. 35)
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para. 28: Conclusion on the Conprehensive Plan of Action
for Indo-Chi nese Refugees (CPA

(a) Calls on UNHCR to convene a neeting anong nenbers of the Steering
Committee at the earliest appropriate tine, preferably by the end of
Decenmber 1995, in the region, in order to assess the current situation and to
consi der necessary measures and durable solutions to ensure successfu
concl usi on of the CPA;

UNHCR action. The seventh and final neeting of the Steering Conmittee of the
I nternational Conference on |Indo-Chinese Refugees (Geneva, 5-6 March 1996)
agreed that the CPA would formally come to an end as of 30 June 1996.

para. 29: Conclusion on Voluntary Repatriation to Afghanistan

(f) Calls upon the Hi gh Comr ssioner to naintain the activities of her
of fice in Afghani stan and its neighbouring countries still hosting a |arge
nunber of refugees, and to continue the collaboration of her Ofice with the
Governnments concerned, other international humanitarian agencies and NGOs for
the provision of assistance to refugee areas in keeping with needs in these
countries until such time as the refugees are able to return to their honmes in
safety and dignity;

UNHCR action. See: Update on Regional Devel opnments in South West Asia, North
Africa and the M ddl e East (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 25), presented to the second neeting of
the Standing Committee (April 1996).

(g) Requests the Hi gh Conmissioner to work closely with the Afghan
authorities so as to ensure that the basic rights of the returnees and di spl aced
persons are respected and appropriate neasures ai med at redressing possible
viol ations are carried out;

UNHCR action. See: Update on Voluntary repatriation Progranmes

(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 23), presented to the second neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(April 1996). International legal instrunments have been translated into a | oca
| anguage and utilized in UNHCR workshops given to government officials on the
rights of returnees.

(h) Calls upon the Hi gh Conm ssioner to extend the activities of her
Ofice in Afghani stan to other areas of potential return working in close
cooperation with the United Nations agencies through collaborative ventures
which will rmaximze benefits to comunities receiving returnees;

UNHCR action. See: Update on Voluntary repatriation Progranmes

(EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 23) . An operational presence has been established in 21 provinces
for the inplenmentation of programmes by the four sub-offices and their field
units.
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(i) Urges the Hi gh Conmm ssioner to continue to play a supportive and
catalytic role to nobilize the involvenent of international and nmultilatera
organi zations as part of the rehabilitation strategy to sustain repatriation

UNHCR action. See: Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in South Wst Asia
North Africa and the M ddl e East (EC/ 46/ SC/ CRP. 25). The issue was examined in
the md-termreview of UNHCR s reintegration progranme in Afghanistan

para. 30: Conclusion on the CS Conference Process

(g) Requests the High Comr ssioner to report to the forty-seventh session
of the Executive Comm ttee about the outconme and foll owup of the Conference.

UNHCR action. See: Report on the Qutcone of and Follow Up to the CI'S Conference
(A/ AC. 96/ 867), submitted to the forty-seventh session of the Executive
Committee.

para. 32: Decision on Executive Committee Whrking Methods

The Executive Conmittee,

Recal | i ng decisions taken at its special neeting held on 20 June 1995
(A AC.96/843), and noting the report of the Wrking G oup on Executive Commttee
Wor ki ng Met hods (EC/ SC. 2/ 76) and the recommendati ons of the Sub-Conmittee on
Admi nistrative and Fi nancial Matters thereon (EC/ 1995/ SC. 2/ CRP. 30), deci des that
[ 37 deci sions]

(I'l') The above decisions, will be inplenmented on an experinental basis for
one annual cycle of neetings and their application will be reviewed at the end
of the forty-seventh session in Cctober 1996.

UNHCR action. See: Revi ew of Executive Conmittee Working Methods
(A AC. 96/ 868), presented to the forty-seventh session of the Executive
Committee.

para. 34: Decision on the Programe of Wrk
of the Standing Comrittee in 1996

(c) Calls on the Standing Comrittee to report on its work to the
forty-seventh session of the Executive Conmittee.

UNHCR action. See: Report on the Wrk of the Standing Conmittee (A AC. 96/ 875) ,
submtted to the forty-seventh session of the Executive Commttee.



