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REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE STANDI NG COWM TTEE
. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. At its forty-seventh session in October 1996, the Executive Committee
adopted a decision on the programre of work of the Standing Committee in 1997
(A AC. 96/ 878, para. 27) in which it set out the issues to be exam ned by the
St andi ng Commi ttee.

2. In accordance with Executive Comittee Worki ng Met hods adopted at the
forty-sixth session (A AC 96/860, para. 32), the Standing Committee held four
meetings in the course of 1997: in January, April/My, June and

Sept enber/ Cct ober 1997. A planning neeting of Executive Conmittee nenbers in
Decenber 1996 established the cal endar of neetings and determi ned the
distribution of the different agenda itens (see Annex 1).

3. A detail ed account of the work undertaken at each of the neetings of the
Standing Committee is contained in the following reports: A/ AC. 96/879:

Report of the Fifth Meeting of the Standing Committee (11 Decenber 1996);

A/ AC. 96/ 880: Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Standing Committee

(30-31 January 1997); A/ AC. 96/881: Report of the Seventh Meeting of the
Standing Committee (30 April-1 May 1997); A/ AC 96/888: Report of the Eighth
Meeting of the Standing Conmittee (24-26 June 1997); A/ AC. 96/894: Report of
the Ninth Meeting of the Standing Committee (9-10 Septenber and

8 Cctober 1997).

| ssues covered by the Standing Cormittee in 1997

4. The work undertaken by the Standing Committee included a number of
recurrent items. As foreseen in the Decision on Budget Structure and
CGovernance (A/ AC. 96/860, para. 22(1)), in-depth reviews of UNHCR programmes
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and activities in different regions were conducted at each of the neetings,
allowing the Standing Committee to oversee nore effectively the evol ution of
General and Special Programmes in the areas concerned. Central Asia, South
West Asia, North Africa and the M ddl e East were reviewed in January; Europe
and former Yugoslavia in April/My; Africa in June; and the Anericas, and
Asia and the Pacific in Septenber.

5. In addition, the Standing Comittee considered at each of its neetings
regul ar updates on overall programe and fundi ng issues, through which it
kept abreast of the situation in terns of General and Special Progranmme
budgets, funding, and allocations nmade fromthe various criteria funds
(programe reserve, energency fund and voluntary repatriation fund).

6. At its various neetings, the Standing Conmittee al so revi ewed programe
policy issues. |In January it exam ned the inpact of refugees on the
environment, and the econonic and social inpact of |arge refugee popul ations
on host devel oping countries. |In April/Muy, it reviewed UNHCR s efforts in

respect to refugee children, including UNHCR s strategy for followup to the
report on the inpact of armed conflict on children, and in Septenber it

| ooked at devel opnents within UNHCR i n respect to refugee wonen, refugee
health and nutrition, and the newy reissued Resettl| enent Handbook

7. In accordance with Executive Comittee Worki ng Met hods (A/ AC. 96/ 865,
para. 32(d)), the June neeting of the Standing Conmittee focused particularly
on questions of international protection. Two days were devoted to
consideration of the Note on International Protection (A AC 96/882), which
focused on the institution of asylum and a nunber of other issues stenm ng
fromthe conclusions on international protection adopted at the forty-seventh
session, including adm ssion, non-refoul ement, the civilian nature of refugee
canps and the physical security of refugees and others of concern. It also
exam ned how asyl umresponds to contenporary protection needs and how it can
be strengthened. 1In addition, issues relating to statel essness, the
application of the exclusion and cessation clauses, and the return of persons
not in need of international protection were reviewed, as were progress
reports on informal consultations on international protection for all who
need it and activities for refugee | aw pronotion, dissemn nation and training
were reviewed. Conclusions resulting fromthe Standing Conmittee's

consi deration of these protection issues are being subnitted to the forty-

ei ght h session for adoption

8. Several coordination issues, including further followup to ECOSCC
resol ution 1995/56 on the strengthening of emergency hunmanitarian assistance
of the United Nations, were considered during the year. |In addition, in

Sept enber, updates on the use of nenoranda of understandi ng as nechani sns of
coordi nation and on the Partnership in Action (PAR nAC) process, whereby
UNHCR endeavours to strengthen its relations with NGOs, were reviewed.

9. In ternms of issues of oversight identified by the Executive Committee,
in January the Standing Committee exanined UNHCR s internal audit function

in April/May it |ooked at information systens and programing issues, and in
Septenber it reviewed issues relating to inplenenting partners, including
audit certification, training and perfornmance eval uation. The Standing
Conmittee al so exam ned other issues of evaluation; notably, it considered an
eval uati on of UNHCR s response to the Rwmanda enmergency in June and in
Septenber it | ooked at staff stress and security, as well as the
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i npl ementation of policy and guidelines on refugee children. Planned
eval uation activities in 1997 were also reviewed by the Standing Committee in
January.

10. The question of enhanced NGO observer participation in the Standing
Conmittee was al so addressed. Following a series of infornmal consultations
chaired by the Vice-Chairman of the Executive Conmittee, the Standing
Conmittee adopted a decision in June establishing criteria for enhanced NGO
participation. In line with Executive Conmittee working nethods, the
Standing Comm ttee al so undertook the selection of the annual theme for the
forty-eighth session of the Executive Conmittee during its two sessions in
April/May and June, adopting the thene of “repatriation challenges”

11. Wth regard to managenent and administrative matters, the Standing
Conmittee was kept regularly apprised, by neans of witten and oral reports,
of progress nmade in UNHCR s change nanagenent process, Project Del phi

12. The Standing Conmittee al so undertook a prelimnary review, in the |ight
of the Report of the Advisory Conmmittee on Admi nistrative and Budgetary
Questions (ACABQ (A AC. 96/884/Add. 3), of the budgetary and financial
docunent ati on being presented to the forty-ei ghth session of the Executive
Commi tt ee.

St andi ng Conmi ttee deci si ons

13. In accordance with the authority vested in it by the Executive
Conmittee, the Standing Committee adopted a nunber of decisions on matters
included in its programme of work. The texts of these decisions are annexed
to the reports of the different Standing Committee neetings, as follows:

Al AC. 96/ 879: Report of the Fifth Meeting of the Standing Comittee
(11 December 1996)

e Decision on Rental of UNHCR s Headquarters Prem ses at Montbrill ant

Al AC. 96/ 880: Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Standing Comittee
(30-31 January 1997)

e Decision on programme and fundi ng projections

Al AC. 96/ 881: Report of the Seventh Meeting of the Standing Conmittee
(30 April - 1 My 1997)

e Decision on the Social and Econom c | npact of Large Refugee Popul ati ons on
Host Devel opi ng Countries

e Decision on programme and fundi ng projections

e Decision on the Inplenentation Plan for Project Del phi

A/ AC. 96/ 888: Report of the Eighth Meeting of the Standing Comrittee
(24-26 June 1997)

e Decision on programe and fundi ng projections
e Decision on the Annual Thene of the Forty-eighth Session of the Executive
Committee
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e Decision on Non-Governnental Organization (NGO OCbserver Participation in
the Work of the Executive Conmmittee of the Hi gh Comm ssioner’s Progranme
and its Standing Comittee

Pl enary deci sions: preparation of drafts by the Standing Conmittee

14. On the basis of discussions undertaken in the course of the year, and in
accordance with the Executive Conmmttee’ s working nmethods, the Standing
Conmittee initiated the preparation of draft decisions and conclusions for
submi ssion to the forty-eighth session of the Executive Conmttee. |In a
series of informal consultations under the chairmanship of the Rapporteur
the follow ng draft decision and concl usi ons have been di scussed,;

+ General Conclusion on International Protection (item 5%

e Conclusion on Safeguardi ng Asylum (item5)

e Conclusion on Safety of UNHCR Staff and Humanitari an Personnel (item5)
e Concl usion on Refugee Children and Adol escents (item5)

e Conclusion on Followup to the CI'S Conference (item5)

e Ceneral Decision on Programe, Adm nistrative and Financial Mtters
(item6/7)

e Decision on Programme of Work of the Standing Conmittee in 1998 (item 8)
e Decision on Observer Participation in 1997-1998 (item9)

« Decision on the Provisional Agenda of the Forty-Ninth Session (item?9)

! Nunbers refer to items on the agenda of the forty-eighth session of the Executive Committee.



CALENDER

‘\“\Jv EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STANDING
i

\4&9@0 COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME FOR 1997

6th Meeting

7th Meeting

8th Meeting

9th Meeting

30 -31 (a.m) January

30 April - 1 May

24 - 26 June

9 - 10 September

PROGRAMME AND Update on programmes Update on programmes Update on programmes and

FUNDING MATTERS and funding and funding funding

SITUATION REPORTS CASWANAME Europe and the former Africa Americas and Asia
Other important Yugoslavia Follow-up to CIS Conference Other important

developments

Other important
developments

Other important developments

developments

PROTECTION AND
PROGRAMME POLICY
ISSUES

Refugees and the
environment
Economic and social
impact of large refugee
populations on host
developing countries

Refugee children,
including UNHCR’s
strategy for follow-up to
the report on the impact
of armed conflict on
children

Note on International
Protection

Statelessness

Update on the informal
consultations on international
protection for all who need it
UNHCR’s activities for
refugee law promotion,
dissemination and training
Return of persons not in need
of international protection
Exclusion clauses

Cessation clauses

Refugee women:
framework for
implementation of the
Beijing Plan of Action
Refugee health and
nutrition

Information note on
Resettlement Handbook

COORDINATION
ISSUES

Follow-up to ECOSOC
resolution 1995/56 (report
by DHA/UNHCR)

Follow-up to ECOSOC
resolution 1995/56 (report
by DHA/UNHCR;
preview of report to
ECOSOC)

Memoranda of
Understanding as a
mechanism of
coordination
PARInAC




6th Meeting

7th Meeting

8th Meeting
24 - 26 June

9th Meeting

REPORTS RELATING
TO OVERSIGHT

30 -31 (a.m) January

e Internal audit

e Follow-up of the
evaluation of UNHCR’s
response to the Rwanda
Emergency

e Planned evaluation
activities in 1997

30 April - 1 May
Information systems and
IMIS
Programming (budgets,
management and control)
and financial (statements)
issues

Procurement

9 - 10 September
Implementing partners
(audit certification,
training and performance
evaluation)

Evaluation of staff stress
and security

Evaluation of the
implementation of policy
and guidelines on
refugee children
Inspection and
evaluation activities
Joint Inspection Unit
(J1U) Report

GOVERNANCE ISSUES

Annual theme for the
forty-eighth session of the
Executive Committee
Review of Executive
Committee Working
Methods, including
observer participation

Selection of annual theme for
the forty-eighth session of the
Executive Committee
Review of Executive

Committee Working Methods,

including observer
participation

MANAGEMENT
ISSUES

« Update on Project Delphi

Preliminary review of
UNHCR’s accounts for
1996

Project Delphi: financial
implications

Progress report on Project
Delphi




Resumed Session
8 October
PROGRAMME AND » Overview of UNHCR activities including addenda on expenditure; review
FUNDING MATTERS of budgetary and post requirements; update on programme and funding;
report of the ACABQ; donor contributions
¢ Programme delivery and administrative support costs
FINANCIAL MATTERS | « Voluntary funds administered by the High Commissioner: Accounts for the
year 1996
¢ Report of the Board of Auditors to the General Assembly on the Accounts
of the Voluntary Funds administered by UNHCR for the period ended
December 1996
» Measures taken or proposed in response to the recommendations in the
Report of the Board of Auditors
MANAGEMENT * Update on Project Delphi
ISSUES

Forty-Eighth Session of the Executive Committee

13 - 17 October
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STANDI NG COVM TTEE DOCUMENTATI ON | SSUED DURI NG 1997
5th Meeting (11 Decenber 1996)
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 1 Mont brillant Building: Rental Costs
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 2 Annot at ed Agenda

6th Meeting (30 - 31 January 1997)
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 3/ Rev. 1 Agenda

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 4 Draft Report of the Fifth Meeting of the Standing
Committee
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 5 Overal |l Programe and Fundi ng Projections for 1996
and 1997
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 6 Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in Central Asia, South
and Corr.1 West Asia, North Africa and the M ddl e East
and Corr.2
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 7 Social and Econom c | npact of Large Refugee
and Corr.1 Popul ati ons on Host Devel opi ng Countries
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 8 Progress Report: Refugees and the Environment
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 9 Progress on the Foll owup to ECOSCC Resol uti on 1995/ 56
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 10 I nternal Audit
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 11 Lessons Learnt from the Burundi and Rwanda
Ener genci es: Conclusions of an Internal Review Process
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 12 UNHCR s Eval uation Activities for 1997
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 13 Updat e on Project Del phi
7th Meeting (30 April - 1st May 1997)
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 14 Draft Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Standing
Committee

and Corr.1 (English and French)

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 15 Provi si onal Annot at ed Agenda
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 16 Update on Progranme and Fundi ng Projections for 1997
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 17 Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in Europe

and Corr.1 (English only)
and Corr.2 (English and French)

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 18 Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in the forner
Yugosl avi a
and Corr.1 (English and French)



EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.
EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.
EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.
EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
26
27

28

29
30
31
32

33

34

35

36
37

38
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Progress Report on Refugee Children and Adol escents,
including UNHCR s Strategy for Followup to the Report
on the Inpact of Armed Conflict on Children

Fol l owup to Audit Recomendati ons on Programre and
Fi nanci al |ssues and the |Integrated Managenent
I nformati on System

Progress Report on the Informal Consultations on Non-
Governnmental Organi zation (NGO Cbserver Participation
in the Wirk of the Executive Conmittee of the High
Conmi ssioner's Programme and its Standing Conmmittee

Informati on Note on | ncone and Expenditure for the
Year 1996

Updat e on Project Del phi

8th neeting (24 - 26 June 1997)

Draft Report of the Seventh Meeting of the Standing
Committee

Provi si onal Annot at ed Agenda

Note on International Protection

Progress Report on Infornal Consultations on the
Provision of International Protection for all who need
it

Return of persons not in need of International
Protection

Not e on the Excl usion C auses
Note on the Cessation C auses
Not e on UNHCR and St atel essness Activities

UNHCR s Activities for Refugee Law Pronotion,
Di ssem nati on and Trai ni ng

Update on International Procurenent

Update on Progranmme and Fundi ng Projections for 1997
and Tentative estimates for the 1998 CGeneral
Progranmes Tar get

Fol  ow-up on the | nplenentation of the Programre of
Action of the C'S Conference

Updat e on Devel opnents in the Southern African Region

Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in Central, East and
West Africa

Updat e on Devel opnents in the Great Lakes Region
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EC/ 47/ SCI/ CRP.

39

Report on the Informal Consultations on Non-
Governnmental Organi zation (NGO Cbserver Participation
in the Wirk of the Executive Conmittee of the High
Conmi ssioner's Programme and its Standing Committee

9th neeting (9 - 10 Septenber 1997 and 8 Cctober 1997)

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP

EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP
EC/ 47/ SC/ | NF.

40

41
42

43
44

45

46
47
48
49

50

51
52

53
54
1

Draft Report of the Eighth Meeting of the Standing
Conmittee (24-26 June 1997)

Provi si onal Annot at ed Agenda

Executi on of Humanitarian Assistance through
| mpl enenting Partners : A Joint Inspection Unit Report

Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in the Anericas

Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in Asia and the
Pacific

Progress Report on Refugee Wnen and UNHCR s Framewor k
for Inplenentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action

Ref ugee Health and Nutrition
I nformati on Note on UNHCR s Resettl enent Handbook
| mpl enenting Partners

Staff Stress and Security :
UNHCR

A Managenent Chal |l enge for
Eval uation of UNHCR s Efforts on Behal f of Children
and Adol escents

Menmor anda of Under st andi ng

Report on UNHCR s Rel ati ons with Non- Gover nnent al
O gani zati ons ( PARi nAC)

Programmre Delivery and Administrative Support
Updat e on Project Del phi
Updat e on Bal ances of the Various Reserves Status of

Contributions - 1998 Revised Initial Projections for
Speci al Programmes as at 6 COctober 1997



