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Switzerland is an important donor and a
strategic partner to UNHCR. This close
cooperation will continue with the 2023
Global Refugee Forum, which will be co-
hosted by UNHCR and Switzerland.

The large influx of refugees in 2022 is
putting a strain on the Swiss asylum
system. In addition, Switzerland activated
the temporary protection status (S Status)
for refugees from Ukraine in March 2022.

UNHCR advocates with government
and non-government partners to
mainstream refugees into their
regular planning and projects.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Cooperation in strategic litigation

UNHCR and the NGO humanrights.ch will establish a
coordination and knowledge management platform for
strategic litigation in Switzerland and in Liechtenstein, as
agreed in December 2022, when UNHCR participated in a
second strategic network meeting on litigation.

Statelessness recognition procedure

Swiss authorities are discussing the introduction of a
statelessness recognition procedure. Up until now, there is
no such procedure in Switzerland, which entails a range of
problems, such as a high standard of proof, which does not
take into account some specific circumstances.

New thematic postcards

UNHCR released in January 2023 a new series of seven
postcards in French and in German, in addition to the
existing 15 postcards, explaining in simple terms
international protection and related issues.

UKRAINE REFUGEE SITUATION RESPONSE

As of 15 February 2023, 80,300 refugees from Ukraine have
been granted temporary protection in Switzerland.

Monitoring: To further identify issues of concern to refugees
from Ukraine, UNHCR is continuousely exchanging with
relevant stakeholders and refugees themselves.

Reception / accommodation: UNHCR regularly monitors
registration facilities for refugees from Ukraine during visits of
Federal Asylum Centers.

Access to education: UNHCR maintains a dialogue with the
government and universities on access to education.

Child protection: UNHCR exchanges with relevant
stakeholders to address the situation of children from

Ukrainian institutions who had been evacuated to Switzerland.

Advocacy: In November 2022, UNHCR published
recommendations (available only in German) on the
implementation of Status S and issued a press release in
French and in German.

MAPPING OF REFUGEE COMMUNITIES

UNHCR launched in February 2023 its mapping of refugee
communities active in Switzerland and Liechenstein.
UNHCR surveyed 40 communities about their strengths,
needs and work. The mapping shows that refugee
communities play an important role for the integration of
refugees by providing information about the life in
Liechtenstein and organizing a wide range of activities, such
as language courses.
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https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2023/01/HCR_Cartes-postales_2023_FR-1.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2023/01/UNHCR_Postkarten_2023_DE.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=Ld0w3N
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2022/11/20221101-UNHCR-Stellungnahme-zu-S-Status.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-fr/83613-maintien-du-statut-de-protection-temporaire-s-le-hcr-salue-la-decision-du-conseil-federal.html
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-fr/83613-maintien-du-statut-de-protection-temporaire-s-le-hcr-salue-la-decision-du-conseil-federal.html
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/83603-weiterbestand-des-schutzstatus-s-unhcr-begrusst-entscheid-des-bundesrates.html
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.ch/
https://twitter.com/unhcr_ch
../facebook.com/UNHCR.ch
https://www.instagram.com/unhcr_switzerland/
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Key Priorities

m Protection (monitoring): UNHCR visited in
November two Federal Asylum Centers in the canton
of Obwalden and Ticino.

m Complementary pathways: In October, the Swiss
State Secretary for Migration presented its study on
existing complementary pathways in Switzerland.
UNHCR provided comments and issued a press
release, welcoming the study and encouraging a
more critical analysis of the obstacles in the
implementation of complementary
pathways.Complementary pathways: In October,
the Swiss State Secretary for Migration presented its
study on existing complementary pathways in
Switzerland. UNHCR provided comments and issued
a press release, welcoming the study and
encouraging a more critical analysis of the obstacles
in the implementation of complementary pathways.

m Access to education: UNHCR facilitated in
November an exchange around higher education
access to refugees in Geneva with representatives of
Swiss higher education institutions. UNHCR
presented its activities in the field of education,
including education complementary pathways, such
as the European Qualification Passport for Refugees
project.

m External relations: The second edition of UNHCR
newsletter was sent in November. This newsletter
covers several topics related to Switzerland, such as
the extension of temporary protection and publication
of a position paper on complementary pathways, as
well as international refugee issues, such as the Mid-
Year Trends and the IBelong Campaign. The
newsletter is published in French and in German.

m External relations: The second edition of UNHCR
newsletter was sent in November. This newsletter
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covers several topics related to Switzerland, such as
the extension of temporary protection and publication
of a position paper on complementary pathways, as
well as international refugee issues, such as the Mid-
Year Trends and the IBelong Campaign. The
newsletter is published in French and in German.

Working with Partners

m Refugee participation: In November, UNHCR
participated in the Strategy Day organized by the
Refugee Parliament and the NCBI association,
aiming to outline 2023 priorities and advocacy work.
UNHCR facilitated discussion workshops on the
freedom of movement in the Schengen zone for
provisionally admitted foreigners (F-permit holders),
and on access to education.

Statelessness

m Switzerland acceded to the 1954 Convention
relating to the Status of Stateless Persons in 1972
and has a statelessness determination procedure
in place. The relevant procedure is governed by
general principles of the Federal Administrative
Procedure Act and has no special provisions
suitable for the specificities of statelessness
determination.

m Since December 2021, the Swiss Federal
Administrative Court adjusted its case law
regarding statelessness recognition procedures by
allowing refugees to be recognized as stateless
persons — in line with UNHCR advocacy.

UNHCR Presence in Switzerland

*Information relates to the Representations for Austria and to the European
Institutions in Strasbourg, to the Office for Switzerland and Liechtenstein

(OSL), the Liaison Office in Vienna and the presence in Portugal.

Financial requirements

USD 5.4 M
Funding Funded
gap 17%
83% 0.9 M

4.5 M

Staff: Offices:
7 National Positions 1 Country Office in Bern

1 International Staff

UNHCR is grateful for the support from our top government

donors of unearmarked, softly earmarked and earmarked funding:

Australia | Austria | Belgium | Canada | Denmark | France |
Germany | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Netherlands | Norway |
Spain | Sweden | Switzerland | United Kingdom |

United States of America

As well as for the generous contributions from private
individuals and the private sector.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unhcr.org%2Fdach%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F27%2F2022%2F10%2F20220902-UNHCR-Stellungnahme-zur-SEM-Analyse-zu-komplementaren-Zugangswegen-in-die-Schweiz_rev1.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ctampieri%40unhcr.org%7Cc6fda656f5b34363578408daab69e501%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C638010768562177546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iQrmRh8visedePkBTzrTKwgY%2F1oUjp68KadNF%2B6aaw0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/83129-studie-zu-komplementaren-zugangswegen-unhcr-betont-bedarf-fur-weitere-verbesserungen.html
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/83129-studie-zu-komplementaren-zugangswegen-unhcr-betont-bedarf-fur-weitere-verbesserungen.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unhcr.org%2Fdach%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F27%2F2022%2F10%2F20220902-UNHCR-Stellungnahme-zur-SEM-Analyse-zu-komplementaren-Zugangswegen-in-die-Schweiz_rev1.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ctampieri%40unhcr.org%7Cc6fda656f5b34363578408daab69e501%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C638010768562177546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iQrmRh8visedePkBTzrTKwgY%2F1oUjp68KadNF%2B6aaw0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/83129-studie-zu-komplementaren-zugangswegen-unhcr-betont-bedarf-fur-weitere-verbesserungen.html
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/recognition-of-refugees-qualifications
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/recognition-of-refugees-qualifications
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-fr/services-en-suisse/sabonner-a-la-newsletter
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/services/newsletter-abonnieren
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-fr/services-en-suisse/sabonner-a-la-newsletter
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/services/newsletter-abonnieren

