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OVERVIEW OF RECENT DIALOGUES 

• Protection at Sea – 10-11 
December 2014 

• Largest Dialogue yet 
organized: over 450 
participants – 88 States, 52 
NGOs, 13 IGOs + seafarers, 
shipping industry, national 
Coast Guards and Navies 

• Faith and Protection – 12-13 
December 2012 

• Examined partnerships with 
faith leaders, faith  
communities and FBOs 

• Protecting the internally 
displaced – 11-12 
December 2013 

• Sharpened focus on IDP 
protection, including by 
UNHCR 

 



PROTECTION AT SEA FOLLOW-UP (1) 

UNHCR will: 

1. Continue to advocate for and support States to establish 
effective search and rescue 

2. Foster dialogue among the shipping industry and relevant 
international organizations and States 

3. In partnership, build on collaboration with NGOs in key 
regions to improve the analysis of data: travel routes, profiles 
and protection needs 

4. Develop proposals for improved reception and treatment 
post-disembarkation 

 



PROTECTION AT SEA FOLLOW-UP (2) 

5. Support for Migrants in Countries in Crisis initiative (USA and 
Philippines) 

6. Advocate for and develop alternatives pathways to 
protection 



FAITH AND PROTECTION - FOLLOW-UP 
SINCE 2012 

1. Inventory of good practices of faith-based organizations 
undertaking protection activities, including in partnership with 
UNHCR 

2. ‘Affirmations for Faith Leaders’ 

3. Research in collaboration with the Joint Learning Initiative on 
Local Faith Communities and Faith-based Organizations 

4. ‘Faith literacy’: ‘Partnership Note on Faith-based 
Organizations, Local Faith Communities and Faith Leaders’ 
(issued last July) 

 



AFFIRMATIONS FOR FAITH LEADERS  
• From February through April 2013, a 

coalition of leading faith-based 
humanitarian organizations and 
academic institutions drafted 
“Welcoming the Stranger: Affirmations 
for Faith Leaders”, including 

→ HIAS 
→ Islamic Relief Worldwide 
→ Jesuit Refugee Service 
→ Lutheran World Federation 
→ Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies 
→ Religions for Peace 
→ University of Vienna Faculty of Roman 

Catholic Theology 
→ World Council of Churches 
→ World Evangelical Alliance 
→ World Vision International)   

• Translated into العربية,中国的, français, 
 русский and español ,עברית



PROTECTING THE INTERNALLY 
DISPLACED – FOLLOW-UP 

1. Spurred refinement of UNHCR’s IDP Policy and related 
programme guidance. 

2. More predictable UNHCR engagement with IDPs 
(development of an ‘IDP footprint’), enhanced field support 
and training for staff (almost 1,000 benefitted from e-
learning) and continued strong lead of the Global Protection 
Cluster (GPC) 

3. Robust cooperation and support for development of IDP 
policy and legislation (UNHCR spurred the creation of the 
GPC Task Team on Policy and Law) 

4. Partnerships to enhance the solutions potential of IDP 
interventions  

 

 


