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Unofficial interpretation

Before I begin my statement, I would like to express Syria's
condemnation of the continuing heinous crimes committed by the Israeli
occupation against the Palestinian people, including the deliberate
targeting of refugee camps. I express Syria's full solidarity and its standing
by this struggling people in defending their land and rights after the
international community failed them for many decades.

At the outset, allow me to thank you and your team for your hard work
to implement the mandate of UNHCR.

My delegation would like to seize this opportunity to announce, on behalf
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, the following points,
based on the consultations that took place between the Ministry and
UNHCR:

The return of the Syrian refugees and displaced persons to their
homeland represents a fundamental goal to the Syrian Government, which
has made, over the past years, tremendous efforts to restore security and
stability to all parts of the country, and to extend the authority of the state
and the law. To this end, the Syrian Government adopted the approach of
reconciliations and settlements. It issued a number of amnesty decrees,
laws and administrative procedures aimed at overcoming any obstacles
that hinder this return.

The Syrian Arab Republic affirms that creating favourable conditions
that lead to the voluntary, safe and sustainable return of the refugees to

Syria requires strengthening the support provided by the international



community for humanitarian and early recovery programmes, which are
essential to address the material, economic and social obstacles that
prevent the return. In this context, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates will continue the existing cooperation and coordination with
the UNHCR to address the basic concerns of refugees effectively, and within
the framework of the full respect for the sovereignty of the Syrian Arab
Republic, and the unity and integrity of its territories, and non-interference
in its internal affairs.

The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic takes note of the topics
shared with UNHCR related to the Syrian refugees’ concerns, and will
continue its work, in cooperation with UNHCR, in the following areas:

1. Strengthening the communication and consultation channel
established between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
and UNHCR, which can be quickly referred to on issues related to the
return of refugees.

2. Achieving further and broader humanitarian access and a flexible and
predictable presence for UNHCR, especially in the main areas of return
and border points, in coordination and cooperation between the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates and UNHCR.

3. Enabling refugees and internally displaced persons to make free and
informed decisions about the return at the time and to the destination
of their choice.

4. Use the mentioned communication and consultation channel to
scrutinize cases reported regarding voluntary, dignified and safe

return.



5. According to the relevant Syrian laws and regulations, returnees are
not subject to discrimination because they fled their previous places
of residence, or because they sought asylum abroad, or because they
remained or resided in an area that was previously or currently under
the effective control of any non-state group. The above-mentioned
communication and consultation channel can be used for scrutiny in
such cases.

6. Issues related to recruitment and military service are carried out in a
non-discriminatory manner. Returnees benefit from relevant amnesty
decrees. Military service is a constitutional duty for all Syrian citizens
without any discrimination.

7. Returned Syrian refugee, like other Syrians, enjoys all the rights and
duties guaranteed by the Syrian Constitution, laws and regulations to
all Syrian citizens without any discrimination. Their life, freedom and
human dignity are protected from being exposed to any
discriminatory treatment or violations to their basic rights guaranteed
by the Syrian Constitution and laws.

8. Improved access to documents, authentication of civil and academic
documents granted to refugees abroad, and simplifying the
regulations and procedures related to housing, land, and property
within the framework of the continuous development of the legal and
legislative structure and requirements that may be necessary, in

accordance with the relevant Syrian laws and regulations.



Cooperation with stakeholders in relation to the return of refugees,
including non-governmental organizations, will continue in progress to

ensure the voluntary return of the IDPs.

Thank you very much



