
Wor ld  Fo od  Progra m m e   

St a t e m e n t  a t  t h e  74t h  se ss ion  o f t h e  Exe cu t ive  Com m it t e e   

De live r e d  b y Gia n  Ca r lo  Cir r i, WFP Ge n e va  Glob a l Office  Dir e ct o r   

Pa la is  d e s  Na t ion s  Room  XIX 

 

WFP Geneva  Office , Pa lais des Nations, 1211 Geneva  10, Switzerland  |  T +41 22 917 8568 

Chairpe rson , High  Com m issione r, Exce llencie s, Distingu ished  De lega te s, 
 
WFP is  honored  to  addre ss the  74th  m ee ting o f the  United  Na tions High  Com m issione r for 
Re fugees (UNHCR) Execu tive  Com m ittee  and  h igh ligh t WFP and  UNHCR’s long-stand ing and  
com m itted  partne rsh ip .  
 
Th is year con tinues to  be  extrem e ly d ifficu lt for those  struggling to  feed the ir fam ilie s: WFP 
estim ate s tha t in  79 of the  countrie s whe re  we ope ra te , 345 m illion  peop le  a re  facing acu te  food  
insecurity, an  increase  of a lm ost 200 m illion  peop le  since  early 2020.  
 
In  2022 15.3 m illion  re fugees and  asylum  seeke rs (ove r 60% of the  to ta l glob a l re fugee ) were  
hosted  in  52 coun trie s expe riencing food  crise s.  
 
Last year, WFP provided  assistance  to  10.4 m illion  re fugees, a t a  to ta l cost of approxim ate ly USD 
1.5 b illion .  
 
Making th is  a lready d ifficu lt s itua tion  worse  is  a  fun d ing crisis  tha t is  forcing WFP to  sca le  back 
life -saving assistance .  
 
WFP’s six-m onth  requ irem ent for re fugee  ope ra tions  is  USD 1.58 b illion ; aga inst which  we have  
a  72% funding shortfa ll.  
 
Ra tion  cu ts a re  a ffecting m ost re fugee  ope ra tions. The  m ost acu te  shortfa lls  a re  in  Lebanon  
(USD 375 m illion), Ugand a  (USD 118 m illion), Jord an  (USD 105 m illion) and  Sudan  (USD 99 
m illion) . 
 
With  reduced  assistance , food  and  nu trition  insecurity is  expected to  increase  a longside  se rious 
p rotection  risks.  
 
WFP and  UNHCR are  working toge the r to  addre ss the se  constra in ts  th rou gh  needs-based 
ta rge ting and  prioritiza tion , im proved  in form ation  sharing, ou tre ach  to  a ffected  popula tions , 
and  join t advocacy for d ive rsified  fund ing and  politica l support for susta inab le  solu tions.  
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The  Join t UNHCR WFP Hu b supports  our e fforts  to  im prove  the  e fficiency and  e ffectiveness of 
addre ssing the  needs of re fugees and  othe r forcib ly d isp laced  popula tions. 
 
In  view of the  upcom ing Glob al Re fugee  Forum , WFP and  UNHCR, toge the r with  FAO, a re  a lso 
co-lead ing a  Multistakeholde r Pledge  on  Agricu ltu re , Food  System s & Food  Security.  
 
Th is p ledge  acknowledges the  critica l role  tha t agricu ltu re  and  agricu ltu ra l live lihoods, food  
system s strengthen ing, and  food  assistance  can  p lay in  addre ssing and  preve n ting acu te  food  
insecurity and  reducing long-te rm  dependency.  
 
It a lso  lays the  foundations for re fugees and  othe r forcib ly d isp laced  popula tions  to  be tte r 
in tegra te  and  even tua lly th rive  with in  the ir h ost com m unitie s, or, when  safe  to  do so, 
successfu lly re in tegra te  in to  the ir com m unitie s when  they decide  to  re tu rn  hom e . 
 
 
Chair/High  Com m issione r,  
 
In  closing, p lease  re st assured  of WFP’s com m itm ent to  work with  UNHCR, re fugee  hosting 
gove rnm ents, and  our donors, to  m ee t the  need s of re fugees, d isp laced  pe rsons and  the  
com m unitie s tha t h ost th em . WFP a lso extends its  support to  UNHCR in  th e  lead  up  to  the  
Glob al Re fugee  Forum . 
 
Thank you . 
 


