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Excellency’s,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased and honored to represent the League of Arab States and to convey to you
the greetings of H.E Secretary-General Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit in this important event,
that provides opportunity towards achieving the goals of the Global Compact on
Refugees, and is a real chance for countries and all stakeholders to provide assistance and
contributions that bring tangible benefits to refugees and host communities, and to
exchange innovative good practices between different regions that will change the lives of
refugees and their host communities for the better.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Arab region has witnessed an unprecedented increase in the number of refugees
since 2011, according to United Nations data; as of mid-2018, the region was the origin of
more than 8.7 million refugee and the Arab region alone hosts nearly half of all refugees
worldwide (including 5.4 million Palestinian refugee in UNRWA's areas of operation).
Also the conflict in Syria is considered the largest source of refugees in the world (5.6
million refugee).

In response to these developments, the League of Arab States has developed
mechanisms to enhance cooperation and coordination among its member states as well as
between them and the relevant international and regional organizations. In 2014, the
League of Arab States established the Arab Regional Consultative Process on
Migration and Refugees Affairs with the aim of enhancing cooperation and dialogue
between its member states, and working on a / better understanding of migration and
refugee issues in the Arab region. Also, The Working Group on International
Migration in the Arab Region was established in 2013 under the joint chairmanship of
the League of Arab States, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) with the membership
of 16 specialized UN agencies including the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees. Also, the Africa-Arab Committee on Migration was established in 2013
based on a resolution adopted by the third Arab-African Summit held in Kuwait. In
addition, the League of Arab States initiated a proposal to form a Working Group on
International Migration with the European Union in order to enhance cooperation in
this field between the two entities.

The League of Arab States strengthen its cooperation and is coordination with
relevant international organizations and international relief organizations in order to assist
in providing protection to refugees, including women, children, and youth; and to ensure
the provision of the necessary services, aid and humanitarian assistance to them. Through
its various mechanisms, it takes measures, procedures and issue resolutions that support
refugees, the most important of which are:

— Issuing several resolutions and statements from the League of Arab States Council
at all its three levels (permanent representatives - ministerial - summit) and the
specialized ministerial councils on crises in the Arab region and the humanitarian
conditions of refugees and displaced persons as a result of these crises, in addition to
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providing the necessary assistance to them. As well as issuing numerous resolutions
regarding the conditions of the Palestinian refugees and their right to return.

— Cooperating with member states and UNHCR on the Arab Convention on
Regulating Status of Refugees, which is currently in its approval stage.

— Launching the "Arab strategy for the Protection of Refugee and Displaced
Children in Arab Countries' in cooperation with UNHCR in November 2019,
which was adopted in the 4™ Arab Economic And Social Development Summit in
January 2019.

— Adopting the “Arab Strategy on Access to Public Health Asylum and
Displacement in the Arab region” by the Arab Health Ministers Council in February
2019.

— Organizing a number of field visits to refugee camps in the neighboring countries to
Syria, the last of which was a visit to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in November
2019 to identify the needs of Arab refugees in the camps and the local communities as
well as the priorities needed to support host countries in this aspect, and provide
assessment reports to the specialized ministerial councils to mobilize resources to
meet those needs.

— The envoy of the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States for Humanitarian
Relief also communicates, consults and holds meetings with countries officials and
donors to attract the necessary financial support in the field of humanitarian relief.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The League of Arab States will exert all possible efforts to support the Global Compact
on Refugees, and will work to provide support to its member states to take effective steps
towards its implementation and achieving its goals. And will follow up on progress made
in implementing the Global Compact at the regional level in cooperation with the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, to submit the results to the high-level official’s
meetings will take place between forums which will hold its first meeting in 2021, and to
the Global Refugee Forum that will be held at the ministerial level every four years, which
brings us together today during its first round.

In conclusion, I renew the commitment of the League of Arab States to work with its
Member States, international and regional organizations,national bodies and all its
partners to work on improving the conditions of refugees and displaced persons and
reduce the burden on host countries and societies. We call for the reinforcement of long-
term development aid to support the economy and national development plans in the
countries hosting refugees and for the collective international efforts to deal with the
refugee and displacement crises.
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