
UNHCR staff in 
Egypt register 
Sudanese refugees 
from Darfur who 
fled escalating 
violence in Libya.
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UNHCR is mandated by the 
United Nations to lead and coordinate 
international action for the worldwide 
protection of refugees and the 
resolution of refugee problems.

UNHCR’s primary purpose is to 
safeguard the rights and well-being of 
refugees. In its efforts to achieve this 
objective, UNHCR strives to ensure 
that everyone can exercise the right 
to seek asylum and find safe refuge 
in another state, and to return home 
voluntarily. By assisting refugees 
to return to their own country or 
to settle permanently in another 
country, UNHCR also seeks lasting 
solutions to their plight. 

UNHCR’s efforts are mandated 
by the organization’s Statute, and 
guided by the 1951 United Nations 
Convention relating to the Status 
of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol. 
International refugee law provides an 
essential framework of principles for 
UNHCR’s humanitarian activities.

In support of its core activities 
on behalf of refugees, UNHCR’s 
Executive Committee and the UN 
General Assembly have authorized 
the organization’s involvement 
with other groups. These include 
former refugees who have returned to 
their homeland; internally displaced 
people; and people who are stateless or 
whose nationality is disputed.

UNHCR seeks to reduce situations 
of forced displacement by encouraging 
states and other institutions to create 
conditions which are conducive to 
the protection of human rights and 
the peaceful resolution of disputes. 
In pursuit of the same objective, 
UNHCR actively seeks to consolidate 
the reintegration of returning 
refugees in their country of origin, 
thereby averting the recurrence of 
refugee-producing situations.

UNHCR is an impartial 
organization, offering protection and 
assistance to refugees and others on 
the basis of their needs and 
irrespective of their race, religion, 
political opinion or gender. In all of 
its activities, UNHCR pays particular 
attention to the needs of children and 
seeks to promote the equal rights of 
women and girls.

In its efforts to protect refugees 
and to promote solutions to their 
problems, UNHCR works in 
partnership with governments, 
regional organizations, international 
and non-governmental organizations. 
UNHCR is committed to the principle 
of participation, believing that 
refugees and others who benefit from 
the organization’s activities should be 
consulted over decisions which 
affect their lives. 

By virtue of its activities on behalf 
of refugees and displaced people, 
UNHCR also endeavours to promote 
the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations Charter: maintaining 
international peace and security; 
developing friendly relations among 
nations; and encouraging respect 
for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms.  

•  People of concern to the High 
Commissioner:  33,924,500

•   Total 2012 UNHCR Budget (USD):   
3,591,184,513

•   Total 2013 UNHCR Budget (USD):   
3,418,592,010

•   Number of countries in which 
UNHCR is present:  126

•   Number of UNHCR offices 
worldwide: 408

•   UNHCR regular staff members:  7,685

•   Staff members in the Field:  6,713

•   Staff members at Headquarters:  972

•   Ratio of staff members to people 
of concern:  1 per 4,414

•   Number of NGOs working as 
implementing partners:  736

•   Number of Junior Professional 
Officers:  82

•   States parties to the 1951 
Convention and/or the 1967 
Protocol:  148

•   Members of the Executive 
Committee:   85
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