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Good afternoon, my name is Douglas DiSalvo, Representative ad interim of UNHCR Korea,

First of all, I would like to thank the Incheon Bar Association for co—hosting this event, [ would also
like to thank the Korean Bar Association for joining us as a sponsoring organization, I would also like
to thank the lawyers who provide legal assistance to asylum seekers at Incheon International Airport,
who are participating as presenters and panelists in today's forum., We would also like to thank the
Incheon Airport Immigration Service for participating in the panel discussion while working around the
clock at the Incheon International Airport,

UNHCR has been deeply concerned about the sound operation of the refugee system at the ports of
entry and exit and has actively assisted in its establishment, as asylum—seekers who seek international
protection at the border are in a more vulnerable position than other asylum—seekers and are in greater
need of protection, and UNHCR is also the first point of contact for asylum—seekers who have not yet
entered Korea, As the participants are well aware, the UNHCR hotline number is posted in the waiting
room, and asylum—seekers call the number at all hours of the day and night to plead their case,

We recognize that the asylum system at the ports of entry has continued to evolve due to the efforts
of many stakeholders, and we are deeply grateful to them, In addition to the changes in practice
brought about by the judicial rulings, which were brought about by the efforts of the lawyers and
lawyers' organizations here, we also note the legal and institutional improvements in the operation of
the immigration waiting rooms implemented by the Ministry of Justice, Although it was not passed
in the last National Assembly, the legislative amendment to establish separate waiting facilities for
asylum seekers is also a positive first step toward systemic improvement,

Of course, as today's presenters and panelists will present, we are still faced with many problems
in the operation of the system, and one of the biggest problems is that the number of lawyers who
provide pro bono assistance is far too small compared to the number of asylum seekers who seek legal
assistance, I think this is something that needs to be discussed at today's forum and beyond, At this
time, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the lawyers from the Incheon Bar Association and
the Korean Bar Association who are here today, whose assistance has enabled many asylum seekers
to enter South Korea and seek a decision from the Korean government on their refugee status, rather
than returning home in despair. The lawyers' raising of the issue has made it possible for various
stakeholders to gather here today to work together to improve the system, and I am especially grateful
to everyone at the Human Rights Committee of the Incheon Bar Association, which recently launched
a new pro bono program for asylum seekers at the Incheon International Airport,

I sincerely hope that the discussion here today will not end here but will serve as an opportunity for

continued discussions in the future, UNHCR will continue to provide necessary support, Thank you,
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