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Dirk Hebecker assumes his duties as UNHCR’s 12th Representative in Japan 

Tokyo, 18 May 2016 (UNHCR) - The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

Representation in Japan is pleased to announce the arrival of its new Representative, Dirk Hebecker. 

Hebecker is a German national and joined UNHCR in 1993 as Associate Repatriation Officer in Hanoi, Vietnam, after 

working for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Germany and the German Embassy in Hanoi.   

Since then he has been working for over 20 years in humanitarian affairs in UNHCR’s various functions in countries such 

as Georgia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh as well as UNHCR’s Headquarters in Geneva. He was also seconded to 

the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in the Russian Federation. Prior to his assignment as 

Representative in Japan, he was Representative of UNHCR in Korea.  

Hebecker majored in international relations and South-East Asia studies and is fluent in English, French, Russian and 

Vietnamese. 
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