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Mr. President

Let me begin by congratulating you on your chairmanship of
the Executive Committee, and by congratulating Mr. Filippo
Grandi, the High Commissioner for Refugees, on his re-election
to a second term and thanking him for his efforts and for his
introductory statement.

Confronting the escalating trajectory of displacement and
asylum in the world requires addressing their root factors away
from selectivity and double standards and supporting national
efforts to create an enabling environment that facilitates the
return of refugees and displaced persons to their countries and
regions of origin. It is regrettable that today’s world is still
governed by policies and practices that contribute to provoking
further crises and invest in the human suffering of IDPs and
refugees, while the funding gap between needs and resources
continues to widen, double standards and political
considerations continue to govern the positions of many donor
countries. In this context, the Syrian Arab Republic stresses the
iImportance of adhering to humanitarian considerations in
providing funding for UNHCR's programmes and activities,
and supports the High Commissioner's call to increase funding

for UNHCR's activities and to increase the proportion of non-



earmarked contributions to allow for an effective and
unrestricted response by UNHCR to protracted and emerging

refugee situations.

Mr. President

The Israeli occupation of Palestine and the Syrian Golan
continues to be the main cause of the forced displacement of
more than five million Palestinians, and half a million Syrians
from the occupied Golan, looking to return to their homes in
implementation of the relevant United Nations resolutions.
Foreign-backed terrorism and its use to spread chaos and
instability, acts of aggression and occupation accompanied by
the theft and smuggling of natural resources and economic
capabilities continue through the borders with some
neighboring countries, and the economic blockade resulting
from the imposition of unilateral coercive measures, are major
factors for human suffering in Syria and for the displacement of
Syrians inside and outside their country.

Supporting the creation of conditions in countries of origin to
ensure the safe and dignified return of refugees is one of the
objectives of the Global Compact for Refugees, and a

commitment to implement this pledge would contribute to the



implementation of the solution of voluntary return as the most
realistic solution. In this context, since its success in liberating
most Syrian areas from terrorism, the Syrian Government has
continued to work to restore normal life, rehabilitate
infrastructure and return service institutions to those areas, and
to adopt legal and administrative measures to facilitate the
return of displaced persons and provide for their basic needs. In
order to confirm this, three conferences have been held in
Damascus since 2020, within the framework of the
implementation of the outputs of which have established
centers to receive returning refugees and displaced persons, and
issued instructions to facilitate and simplify the procedures
related to the return of charges, including granting returnees
who are lagging behind in the service of science a period to
settle their status , Issuing personal documents from the border
customs for those who have lost their travel documents,
facilitating the entry of foreign-born children returning with
their parents, in addition to amnesty decrees, most notably
Legislative Decree No. (7) of 2022, which culminated national
reconciliation efforts, and included Syrians living outside the
countries to facilitate their return to Syria. These government

measures have facilitated the return of some one million



displaced so far from Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Turkey, noting
that precautionary measures for host countries due to the
COVID-19 pandemic have contributed to easing the pace of
voluntary repatriation of refugees during the pandemic.

It is regrettable that the Government's efforts continue to
confront political agendas that manipulate the human suffering
of Syrians, practices that threaten Syria's sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and positions from States and international
parties that seek to politicize the humanitarian response and
justify the imposition of unilateral coercive measures, and set
conditions and pretexts for the return of displaced Syrians.
Syria thanks UNHCR for the support and assistance it has
provided over the past period, and urges it to play a more active
role in supporting efforts to facilitate the voluntary return of
displaced Syrians to their homeland and in contributing to
overcoming obstacles to achieving this goal, by mobilizing
more financial resources, working with the countries concerned
to lift unilateral coercive measures, and distancing the issue of
the return of refugees from conditionality and political agendas.
Expanding access to basic services, early recovery activities
and infrastructure rehabilitation are key elements of successful

efforts to strengthen the enabling environment for the return of



displaced persons and refugees. Rapid progress in the
implementation of early recovery projects, including the
rehabilitation of the electricity, water, health, education and
transport sectors, and the enhanced delivery of aid from inside
Syria, as stipulated in UN Security Council Resolution 2642,
would be a positive contribution to alleviating human and living
suffering and accelerating the return of displaced persons and

refugees.






