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66/133. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissiofier
Refugees on the activities of his Offfcand the report of the Executive Committee
of the Programme of the United Nations High Comnoiser for Refugees on the
work of its sixty-second sessidand the decisions contained therein,

Recalling its previous annual resolutions on the work of @ffice of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees siiitse establishment by the
General Assembly,

Expressing its appreciation for the leadership shown by the High
Commissioner, commending the staff and implementiagners of the Office of the
High Commissioner for the competent, courageous @adicated manner in which
they discharge their responsibilities, and undémlnits strong condemnation of all
forms of violence to which humanitarian personneldaUnited Nations and
associated personnel are increasingly exposed,

1. Endorses the report of the Executive Committee of the Peagme of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees oa ttork of its sixty-second
sessiort,

2. Welcomes the sixtieth anniversary of the 1951 Conventiolatiag to the
Status of Refugeésand the fiftieth anniversary of the 1961 Convention the
Reduction of Statelessne§sand welcomes in this context the convening and
facilitation by the United Nations High Commissiondor Refugees of an
intergovernmental commemorative event at the mémiat level as a recognition by
States of the importance of respecting and uphgldime values and principles
enshrined in those two instruments;
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3. Also welcomes the important work undertaken by the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees atsdExecutive Committee in
the course of the year, which is aimed at strengtite the international protection
regime and at assisting Governments in meeting fr@itection responsibilities;

4. Reaffirms the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refs and the
1967 Protocol therefbas the foundation of the international refugeet@ection
regime, recognizes the importance of their full aftective application by States
parties and the values they embody, notes withsteatiion that one hundred and
forty-eight States are now parties to one instrunmrto both, encourages States not
parties to consider acceding to those instrumentgjerlines, in particular, the
importance of full respect for the principle of no@foulement, and recognizes that
a number of States not parties to the internatioahlgee instruments have shown a
generous approach to hosting refugees;

5. Notes that seventy States are now parties to the 1954#v@ation relating

to the Status of Stateless Persbamd that forty-two States are parties to the
1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessnessourages States that have not
done so to give consideration to acceding to tlinsguments, notes the work of the
High Commissioner in regard to identifying statalepersons, preventing and
reducing statelessness and protecting statelesopgrand urges the Office of the
High Commissioner to continue to work in this arn@aaccordance with relevant
General Assembly resolutions and Executive Committenclusions;

6. Re-emphasizes that the protection of refugees is primarily the
responsibility of States, whose full and effectiveoperation, action and political
resolve are required to enable the Office of thgHiCommissioner to fulfil its
mandated functions, and strongly emphasizes, is tntext, the importance of
active international solidarity and burden- andp@ssibility-sharing;

7. Also re-emphasizes that prevention and reduction of statelessness are
primarily the responsibility of States, in appragde cooperation with the international
community;

8. Further re-emphasizes that protection of and assistance to internally
displaced persons are primarily the responsibilby States, in appropriate
cooperation with the international community;

9. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to pursuedfforts to
strengthen its capacity to respond adequately tergencies and thereby ensure a
more predictable response to inter-agency commitmencase of emergency;

10. Takes note of the current activities of the Office of the Hig
Commissioner related to protection of and assistandnternally displaced persons,
including in the context of inter-agency arrangetseim this field, emphasizes that
such activities should be consistent with relev@eneral Assembly resolutions and
should not undermine the refugee mandate of thdc®ffind the institution of
asylum, and encourages the High Commissioner tdimoa his dialogue with States
on the role of his Office in this regard;

11. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to work in paarship
and in full cooperation with relevant national amtiies, United Nations offices and
agencies, international and intergovernmental oizgtions, regional organizations
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and non-governmental organizations to contributeht® continued development of
humanitarian response capacities at all levels, r@udlls the role of the Office as
the cluster lead for protection, camp coordinatéord management, and emergency
shelter in complex emergencies;

12. Also encourages the Office of the High Commissioner, among other
relevant United Nations and other relevant intemyovnental organizations and
humanitarian and development actors, to continuavdok with the Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secméh to enhance the coordination,
effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian assise and to contribute, in
consultation with States, as appropriate, to makiiugther progress towards
common humanitarian needs assessments, as statewmgaother important issues,
in General Assembly resolution 65/133 of 15 Decemb@10 on the strengthening
of the coordination of emergency humanitarian dasise of the United Nations;

13. Further encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to engage in
and implement in full the objectives of the “Delireg as one” initiative;

14. Notes with appreciation the progress made in the implementation of the
process of structural and management change, imgutthe global needs assessment
initiative, undertaken by the Office of the High @missioner, and encourages the
Office to consolidate the various aspects of théonm process, including the
results-based management and accountability framewnd strategy, and to focus
on continuous improvement in order to enable a naffieient response to the needs
of beneficiaries and to ensure the effective amtigparent use of its resources;

15. Srongly condemns attacks on refugees, asylum-seekers and internally
displaced persons as well as acts that pose atthoetheir personal security and
well-being, and calls upon all States concerned, andere applicable, parties
involved in an armed conflict to take all measuresessary to ensure respect for
human rights and international humanitarian law;

16. Expresses deep concern about the increasing number of attacks against
humanitarian aid workers and convoys and, in palic the loss of life of
humanitarian personnel working in the most difficahd challenging conditions in
order to assist those in need;

17. Emphasizes the need for States to ensure that perpetratoratiafcks
committed on their territory against humanitarisergonnel and United Nations and
associated personnel do not operate with impunity that the perpetrators of such
acts are promptly brought to justice as providedhp national laws and obligations
under international law;

18. Deplores the refoulement and unlawful expulsion of refugeasd
asylum-seekers, and calls upon all States concetoe@nsure respect for the
relevant principles of refugee protection and humights;

19. Emphasizes that international protection of refugees is a ayic and
action-oriented function that is at the core of thandate of the Office of the High
Commissioner and that it includes, in cooperatidthvtates and other partners, the
promotion and facilitation of, inter alia, the adion, reception and treatment of
refugees in accordance with internationally agres¢andards and the ensuring of
durable, protection-oriented solutions, bearing nrind the particular needs of
vulnerable groups and paying special attentionhosé with specific needs, and
notes in this context that the delivery of inteinatl protection is a staff-intensive
service that requires adequate staff with the appate expertise, especially at the
field level;
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20. Affirms the importance of age, gender and diversity ma@&ashing in
analysing protection needs and in ensuring theigipetion of refugees and other
persons of concern to the Office of the High Considser, as appropriate, in the
planning and implementation of programmes of théid@fand State policies, also
affirms the importance of according priority to addsing discrimination, gender
inequality and the problem of sexual and genderebasgiolence, recognizing the
importance of addressing the protection needs aham and children in particular,
welcomes, in this context, the series of dialoguéth women and girls initiated by
the Office, in this anniversary year, as an impotrtanove towards increasing
understanding and improving the protection of wonae girls, and underlines the
importance of continuing to work on this issue;

21. Srongly reaffirms the fundamental importance and the purely
humanitarian and non-political character of thedtion of the Office of the High
Commissioner of providing international protecticlm refugees and seeking
permanent solutions to refugee problems, and redhlat those solutions include
voluntary repatriation and, where appropriate aedsfble, local integration and
resettlement in a third country, while reaffirmindpat voluntary repatriation,
supported, as necessary, by rehabilitation and ldpmeent assistance to facilitate
sustainable reintegration, remains the preferrddtizm;

22. Expresses concern about the particular difficulties faced by the oihs
of refugees in protracted situations, and emphasitlke need to redouble
international efforts and cooperation to find pieat and comprehensive approaches
to resolving their plight and to realize durabldutmns for them, consistent with
international law and relevant General Assemblyhations;

23. Recognizes the importance of achieving durable solutions &jugee
problems and, in particular, the need to addresthis process the root causes of
refugee movements in order to avert new flows dfigees;

24. Recalls the important role of effective partnerships armmbrdination in
meeting the needs of refugees and in finding dweaddlutions to their situations,
welcomes the efforts under way, in cooperation vatluntries hosting refugees and
countries of origin, including their respective &ccommunities, relevant United
Nations agencies, international and intergovernmentrganizations, regional
organizations, as appropriate, non-governmentalamiations and development
actors, to promote a framework for durable solusioparticularly in protracted
refugee situations, which includes an approachustainable and timely return that
encompasses repatriation, reintegration, rehakibditaand reconstruction activities,
and encourages States, in cooperation with relevanited Nations agencies,
international and intergovernmental organizationsegional organizations,
non-governmental organizations and developmentractto support, inter alia,
through the allocation of funds, the implementatafrsuch a framework to facilitate
an effective transition from relief to development;

25. Recognizes that no solution to displacement can be durablesmit is
sustainable, and therefore encourages the Officahef High Commissioner to
support the sustainability of return and reintegmat

26. Notes with appreciation the efforts that an increasing number of States
are making to create opportunities for resettlereent durable solution, recognizes
the need to increase the number of resettlememteplanvites interested States, the
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Office of the High Commissioner and other relevgattners to make use of the
Multilateral Framework of Understandings on Resstiént’ where appropriate and
feasible, and, in this context, commends the e$foii launching the Global
Resettlement Solidarity Initiative in April 2011 kthe Office and by those States
that have responded generously in this respect;

27. Also notes with appreciation the activities undertaken by States to
strengthen the regional initiatives that facilitat@operative policies and approaches
on refugees, and encourages States to continug #férts to address, in a
comprehensive manner, the needs of the people efuoire international protection
in their respective regions, including the suppgandvided for host communities that
receive large numbers of persons who require iréonal protection;

28. Notes the importance of States and the Office of thetH@pmmissioner
discussing and clarifying the role of the Officernrixed migratory flows, in order to
better address protection needs in the context isedhmigratory flows, including
by safeguarding access to asylum for those in refedternational protection, and
notes the readiness of the High Commissioner, sb@asi with his mandate, to assist
States in fulfilling their protection responsibiés in this regard;

29. Emphasizes the obligation of all States to accept the retwintheir
nationals, calls upon States to facilitate the metaf their nationals who have been
determined not to be in need of international pctitm, and affirms the need for the
return of persons to be undertaken in a safe andame manner and with full
respect for their human rights and dignity, irresjise of the status of the persons
concerned;

30. Expresses concern about the challenges associated with climate chang
and environmental degradation to the protectionvies of the Office of the High
Commissioner and the assistance it provides to emalnle populations of concern
across the globe, particularly in the least devetbpountries, and urges the Office
to continue to address such challenges in its wavikhin its mandate, and in
consultation with national authorities and in cogt®on with competent agencies in
its operations;

31. Urges all States and relevant non-governmental and otinganizations,
in conjunction with the Office of the High Commissier, in a spirit of international
solidarity and burden- and responsibility-sharirtg, cooperate and to mobilize
resources with a view to enhancing the capacitamd reducing the heavy burden
borne by host countries, whose generosity is apated, in particular those that
have received large numbers of refugees and asgle@kers, calls upon the Office
to continue to play its catalytic role in mobiligjrassistance from the international
community to address the root causes as well ast@omic, environmental and
social impact of large-scale refugee populationdéneloping countries, in particular
the least developed countries, and countries wétnemies in transition, and notes
with appreciation those donor States, organizatiand individuals that contribute
to improving the condition of refugees who remairnerable members of society;

32. Expresses deep concern about the existing and potential challenges posed
by the world financial and economic crisis to thaiaties of the Office of the High
Commissioner;
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33. Calls upon the Office of the High Commissioner to further &g ways
and means to broaden its donor base, so as to\e&clyesater burden-sharing by
reinforcing cooperation with governmental donorgnfgovernmental donors and
the private sector;

34. Recognizesthat adequate and timely resources are essentighé Office
of the High Commissioner to continue to fulfil theandate conferred upon it through
its statut& and by subsequent General Assembly resolutionsefungees and other
persons of concern, recalls its resolutions 58/2622 December 2003, 58/270 of
23 December 2003, 59/170 of 20 December 2004, &0/df216 December 2005,
61/137 of 19 December 2006, 62/124 of 18 Decemi®@®7263/148 of 18 December
2008, 64/127 of 18 December 2009 and 65/194 of 2dédinber 2010 concerning,
inter alia, the implementation of paragraph 20hd statute of the Office, and urges
Governments and other donors to respond promptlarioual and supplementary
appeals issued by the Office for requirements untdgprogrammes;

35. Requests the High Commissioner to report on his activitiegshe General
Assembly at its sixty-seventh session.

89th plenary meeting
19 December 2011

8 Resolution 428 (V), annex.



