
Voluntary Repatriation 

The Executive Committee, 

Reaffirming the significance of its 1980 conclusion on voluntary repatriation as reflecting 
basic principles of international law and practice, adopted the following further 
conclusions on this matter: 

(a)����� The basic rights of persons to return voluntarily to the country of origin is 
reaffirmed and it is urged that international co-operation be aimed at achieving this 
solution and should be further developed; 

(b)����� The repatriation of refugees should only take place at their freely expressed 
wish; the voluntary and individual character of repatriation of refugees and the need for 
it to be carried out under conditions of absolute safety, preferably to the place of 
residence of the refugee in his country of origin, should always be respected; 

(c)����� The aspect of causes is critical to the issue of solution and international efforts 
should also be directed to the removal of the causes of refugee movements. Further 
attention should be given to the causes and prevention of such movements, including 
the co-ordination of efforts currently being pursued by the international community and 
in particular within the United Nations. An essential condition for the prevention of 
refugee flows is sufficient political will by the States directly concerned to address the 
causes which are at the origin of refugee movements; 

(d)����� The responsibilities of States towards their nationals and the obligations of other 
States to promote voluntary repatriation must be upheld by the international 
community. International action in favour of voluntary repatriation, whether at the 
universal or regional level, should receive the full support and co-operation of all States 
directly concerned. Promotion of voluntary repatriation as a solution to refugee 
problems similarly requires the political will of States directly concerned to create 
conditions conducive to this solution. This is the primary responsibility of States; 

(e)����� The existing mandate of the High Commissioner is sufficient to allow him to 
promote voluntary repatriation by taking initiatives to this end, promoting dialogue 
between all the main parties, facilitating communication between them, and by acting 
as an intermediary or channel of communication. ln is important that he establishes, 
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whenever possible, contact with all the main parties and acquaints himself with their 
points of view. From the outset of a refugee situation, the High Commissioner should at 
all times keep the possibility of voluntary repatriation for all or for part of a group under 
active review and the High Commissioner, whenever he deems that the prevailing 
circumstances are appropriate, should actively pursue the promotion of this solution; 

(f)����� The humanitarian concerns of the High Commissioner should be recognized and 
respected by all parties and he should receive full support in his efforts to carry out his 
humanitarian mandate in providing international protection to refugees and in seeking a 
solution to refugee problems; 

(g)����� On all occasions the High Commissioner should be fully involved from the outset 
in assessing the feasibility and, thereafter, in both the planning and implementation 
stages of repatriation; 

(h)����� The importance of spontaneous return to the country of origin is recognized and 
it is considered that action to promote organized voluntary repatriation should not 
create obstacles to the spontaneous return of refugees. Interested States should make 
all efforts, including the provision of assistance in the country of origin, to encourage 
this movement whenever it is deemed to be in the interests of the refugees concerned; 

(i)����� When, in the opinion of the High Commissioner, a serious problem exists in the 
promotion of voluntary repatriation of a particular refugee group, he may consider for 
that particular problem the establishment of an informal ad hoc consultative group 
which would be appointed by him in consultation with the Chairman and the other 
members of the Bureau of his Executive Committee. Such a group may, if necessary, 
include States which are not members of the Executive Committee and should in 
principle include the countries directly concerned. The High Commissioner may also 
consider invoking the assistance of other competent United Nations organs; 

(j)����� The practice of establishing tripartite commissions is well adapted to facilitate 
voluntary repatriation. The tripartite commission, which should consist of the countries 
of origin and of asylum and UNHCR, could concern itself with both the joint planning and 
the implementation of a repatriation programme. ln is also an effective means of 
securing consultations between the main parties concerned on any problems that might 
subsequently arise; 

(k)����� International action to promote voluntary repatriation requires consideration of 
the situation within the country of origin as well as within the receiving country. 
Assistance for-the reintegration of returnees provided by the international community in 
the country of origin is recognized as an important factor in promoting repatriation. To 
this end, UNHCR and other United Nations agencies as appropriate, should have funds 
readily available to assist returnees in the various stages of their integration and 
rehabilitation in their country of origin; 

(l)����� The High Commissioner should be recognized as having a legitimate concern for 
the consequences of return, particularly where such return has been brought about as a 
result of an amnesty or other form of guarantee. The High Commissioner must be 
regarded as entitled to insist on his legitimate concern over the outcome of any return 
that he has assisted. Within the framework of close consultations with the State 
concerned, he should be given direct and unhindered access to returnees so that he is in 
a position to monitor fulfilment of the amnesties, guarantees or assurances on the basis 
of which the refugees have returned. This should be considered as inherent in his 
mandate; 

(m)���� Consideration should be given to the further elaboration of an instrument 
reflecting all existing principles and guidelines relating to voluntary repatriation for 
acceptance by the international community as a whole. 
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