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. I NTRCDUCTI ON

1. Thi s document provides, in summary form infornation on the follow up by
UNHCR on al | deci si ons/concl usions of the forty-seventh session of the
Executive Committee that called for specific action to be taken by the H gh
Commi ssioner. The sections and paragraphs referred to bel ow correspond to
those contained in the report of the forty-seventh session of the Executive
Commttee (A AC. 96/878). Decisions or conclusions requiring action by
Covernnents or other entities, rather than the H gh Conm ssioner, are not
reported on. To the maxi numextent, Executive Commttee and Standi ng

Comm ttee docunents have been cross-referenced in order to limt the length

of the report.

1. ACTI ON TAKEN

para. 21: CGeneral Conclusion on International Protection

(h) Recogni zes that countries of asylumcarry a heavy burden,
including in particular devel oping countries with limted resources and those
whi ch, due to their |ocation, host |arge nunbers of refugees and asylum
seekers; reiterates in this regard its commtment to uphold the principles of
international solidarity and burden-sharing and calls on Governments and
UNHCR to continue to respond to the assistance needs of refugees until
dur abl e sol utions are found;

UNHCR action. See: Social and Econom c | npact of Large Refugee Popul ations

on Host Devel opi ng Countrieg EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 7), presented to the sixth neeting
of the Standing Conmittee (January 1997).
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(m Recalls its conclusion 77 (XLVI), which encouraged the H gh
Commi ssioner to engage in consultations and di scussi ons concerni ng nmeasures
to ensure international protection to all who need it and called on UNHCR to
organi ze informal consultations on this subject; supports UNHCR s activities
to date in respect of such consultations and di scussions, and encourages
UNHCR to continue this process, keeping the Executive Commttee informed;

UNHCR action. See: Progress Report on Informal Consultations on the
Provi sion of International Protection for all who need (EC 47/ SC/ CRP. 27),
presented to the eighth nmeeting of the Standing Comrittee (June 1997).

(n) Notes with satisfaction UNHCR s activities with regard to the
pronoti on and di ssenination of refugee |aw and protection principles and
calls upon the H gh Comm ssioner to continue to expand and strengthen the
promotion and training activities of the Office, including in the area of
preventi on and reduction of statel essness and related nationality issues,
with the active support of States and through increased cooperation with
other international organizations, non-governmental organizations, acadenic
institutions and other relevant organizations;

UNHCR action. See: UNHCR s Activities for Refugee Law Pronotion
Di sseni nation and Trai ni nd EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 32), presented to the eighth neeting
of the Standing Comrittee (June 1997).

(0) Recal I s its request that UNHCR support and pronote efforts by
States towards the devel opnent and inplenentation of criteria and gui delines
on responses to persecution specifically aimed at wonen, welcones in this
context the convening by UNHCR in February 1996 of the Synposium on Gender -
Based Persecution, the purpose of which was to share informati on on States'
initiatives in this respect, and encourages UNHCR to continue and strengthen
its efforts for the protection of wormen having a well-founded fear of
persecution; and calls on States to adopt an approach that is sensitive to
gender-rel ated concerns and whi ch ensures that wormen whose clains to refugee
status are based upon a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons
enunerated in the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Protocol, including
persecution through sexual violence or other gender-rel ated persecution, are
recogni zed as ref ugees;

UNHCR action. See: Progress Report on Refugee Wonen andNHCR s Framewor k
for Inmplementation of the Beijing Platformfor Acti 6BC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 45),
presented to the ninth nmeeting of the Standing Conmittee (Septenber 1997),
and all regional updates.

(t) Encour ages the regul ar exchange of infornation as part of the
ongoi ng consul tati ons of UNHCR with Governnments and NG3s on resettl enent;

UNHCR action. See: Information Note onUNHCR s Resettl ement Handbook
(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 47), presented to the ninth neeting of the Standing Comm ttee
(Sept enber 1997).
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(v) Encourages UNHCR in this context, in cooperation wth other
appropriate internati onal organizations, to continue the consultative process
initiated in 1995 on the question of how the return process can be
facilitated,

UNHCR action. See: Note on International Protecti oQEC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 26) and
Return of persons not in need of International Protecti@BC 47/ SC/ CRP. 28),
presented to the eighth neeting of the Standing Comrittee (June 1997).

(W Recalling the inter-rel ationship between protection and sol utions,
as well as the desirability of prevention, including through the respect for
hunman rights and the inplenentation of relevant instruments and standards,
with particular attention to the responsibilities of States to resolve
refugee situations and, especially with respect to countries of origin, to
el imnate causes of refugee flows, calls on UNHCR to continue its activities
in support of national |egal and judicial capacity-buildi ng where
appropriate, and to cooperate with the United Nati ons H gh Conmi ssi oner for
Human R ghts and other rel evant organi zations in this regard.

UNHCR action. See: Note on International Protecti oQEC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 26) and
UNHCR s Activities for Refugee Law Pronotion, Dissenination and Training
(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 32), presented to the eighth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1997).

para. 22: Conprehensive and Regi onal Approaches within
a Protection Framework

() Invites UNHCR to provide its support and expertise in fornulating
conpr ehensi ve approaches and assisting States in exploring nore
systematically where and how such approaches ni ght be appropriate and
f easi bl e.

UNHCR action. See: Update on Regi onal Devel opnents in Central Asia, South
West Asia, North Africa and the M ddl e EagtEC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 6), presented to
the sixth neeting of the Standing Committee (January 1997), andpdate on
Devel opments in the Southern African Regi rEC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 36), presented at
the eighth nmeeting of the Standing Committee (June 1997).

para. 23: Conclusion on the A S Conference

(n) Calls on the H gh Conm ssioner to continue to cooperate wth | Qv
and OSCE in coordinating ongoing and future activities in the countries of
the S and in steering and nonitoring progress t hrough appropriate follow -up
mechani sirs;

(0) Requests the H gh Conm ssioner to keep the Executive Committee
i nformed of neasures taken and proposed, and of progress achieved in the
i npl enentation of the Programre of Action.

UNHCR action. See: Followup on the Inmplenmentation of therograme of
Action of the CI'S Conferencd EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 35), presented to the eighth
neeting of the Standing Comrittee (June 1997).



A AC. 96/ 889
page 4

para. 24: Conclusion on the |Inplenentati on of ECOSCC
Resol uti on 1995/ 56

(b) Calls on UNHCR to continue its efforts to ensure the full
effectiveness of its emergency preparedness and response mechani sns, and
urges the Ofice, inits relations with other intergovernnental and non-
governnent al agencies, to continue to pursue the devel opment of common
standards and practices for responding to emnergenci es;

UNHCR action. See: Progress on the Follow up to ECOSOC Resol ution 1995/56
(EC/ 47/ SC/I CRP.9), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing Conm ttee
(January 1997), andReview of the capacity of the United Nations system for
humani t ari an assi stance, Report of th®ecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.

(d) Calls on UNHCR to continue to participate actively in the | ASC as
the primary mechani smfor inter-agency decisions on systemw de policy issues
relating to humanitarian assistance, for fornulating a coherent and timely
response to major disasters and conpl ex energencies, as well as for inter-
agency deci sions of an operational nature, and urges the Ofice to play its
part in ensuring that the |ASC fully develops its foreseen institutional
rol e;

UNHCR action. See: Progress on the Follow up to ECOSOC Resol ution 1995/56
(ECI 47/ SC/I CRP.9), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing Conmttee
(January 1997), andReview of the capacity of the United Nations system for
humani t ari an assi stance, Report of th®ecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.

(e) Urges UNHCR to work within the IASC to exanine as a natter of
priority options and proposals (a) to inprove the functioning of the | ASC and
its Wrking Goup, (b) to strengthen the |1ASC s role in reaching decisions
and providing inter-agency guidance to the United Nations system and (c) to
i ncrease the effectiveness of the | ASC Secretariat, including, inter alia,
t hrough i ncreasing | ASC menbers’ support for and invol verment in preparations
for 1 ASC nmeetings; and stresses the inportance of recomrendations to these
ends being included in the Secretary-Ceneral’s report to the 1997 substantive
sessi on of ECOSCC

UNHCR action. See: Report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees (E/ 1997/ 17) and Revi ew of the capacity of the United Nations system
for humanitarian assi stance, Report of thgecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.

() Calls also on UNHCR to participate actively in the efforts of the
| ASC to undertake a systematic anal ysis of various nodel s of coordination,
with a viewto ascertaining their conparative effectiveness in responding to
different situations;

UNHCR action. See: Report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees (E/ 1997/ 17) and Revi ew of the capacity of the United Nations system
for humanitarian assistance, Report of thgecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.
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(9) Underscores the inportance of establishing Menoranda of
Under st anding with intergovernnental agencies, including at the | evel of
field operations, as a mechanismto ensure that operations are effective,
conpl enentary and predi ctabl e; wel comes the recent concl usion of Menoranda of
Under st andi ng bet ween UNHCR, UN CEF and UNFPA; urges UNHCR to continue its
efforts to establish predictabl e operational relationships through the
concl usi on or enhancement of Menoranda of Understandi ng and ot her agreenents
with relevant partners, notably UNDP and WHO, and calls on the H gh
Commi ssioner to report to the Standing Commttee on | essons | earnt from such
i nt er-agency agreenents;

UNHCR action. See: Report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees (E/ 1997/ 17), presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSCC,
and Menoranda of Understandi nq EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 51), presented to the ninth
neeting of the Standing Committee (Septenber 1997).

(h) Calls on UNHCR to continue its active participation in the
consol i dat ed appeal s process, urges the Ofice to support efforts to ensure
that consolidated appeals reflect priorities established through joint needs
assessnents and strategic planning and are effectively coordinated with ot her
resources nobilization efforts, including Round Tabl es and Consultative G oup
nmechani sns, and stresses the inportance to UNHCR of the timely issue of
appeal s, their alignment with the cal endar year and their responsiveness to
the regi onal dinensions of conpl ex energencies;

UNHCR action. See: Progress on the Follow up to ECOSOC Resol ution 1995/56
(EC/ 47/ SC/I CRP.9), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing Conmttee
(January 1997), Report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees
(E/1997/17), andRevi ew of the capacity of the United Nations system for
humani t ari an assi stance, Report of th®ecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.

() Urges UNHCR to continue to work with the I ASC to devel op ways of
i npl enenting effective and predictabl e |inkages between hunanitari an
assi stance, rehabilitation and devel opnent in countries of origin and to
anal yse lessons learnt in this regard;

UNHCR action. See: Report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees (E/ 1997/ 17) and Revi ew of the capacity of the United Nations system
for humanitarian assi stance, Report of thgecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC, anBrogress on the

Fol Il ow-up to ECOSOC Resol ution 1995/ 56EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 9), presented to the
sixth nmeeting of the Standing Committee (January 1997).

(m Calls on UNHCR to continue to participate in efforts, coordinated
by the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, to ensure that humanitarian
agenci es have access to early information regarding potential flows of
ref ugees and di spl aced persons;

UNHCR action. See: Progress on the Foll ow up to ECOSOC Resol uti on 1995/ 56
(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 9), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(January 1997), andReview of the capacity of the United Nations system for
humani t ari an assi stance, Report of th®ecretary-General (E/1997/98),
presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.
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(n) Calls also on UNHCR to continue to coll aborate actively with the
IASCin its efforts to establish an effective and predictabl e division of
| abour in respect of internally displaced persons;

UNHCR action. See: Progress on the Foll ow up to ECOSOC Resol uti on 1995/ 56
(EC/ 47/ SC/I CRP.9), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing Conm ttee
(January 1997); Draft Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Standing Conmittee
(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 14), presented to the seventh neeting of the Standing Comm ttee
(April-May 1997); andReview of the capacity of the United Nations system for
humani t ari an assi stance, Report of th®ecretary-General (E/1997/98),

presented to the 1997 Substantive Session of ECOSOC.

(r) Recogni zes that initiatives to address and resol ve the probl em of
stat el essness have an inportant role to play in the prevention of refugee
noverrents and calls on UNHCR to continue its efforts in this respect;

UNHCR action. See: Note on UNHCR and Statel essness Activities
(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 31), presented to the eighth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1997).

(t) Calls on UNHCR, in coordination with the Departnent of
Hunanitarian Affairs, to report to the January meeting of the Standing
Committee on progress nmade in the inter-agency consultations on the
fornmul ati on of a conprehensive set of proposals, recomrendations and options
for subm ssion to the substantive session of ECOSCC i n 1997.

UNHCR action. See: Progress on the Follow up to ECOSOC Resol ution 1995/56
(ECI 47/ SC/I CRP.9), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing Conmttee
(June 1997).

para. 25: Ceneral Decision on Progranme, Administrative
and Fi nancial Mtters

(b) Requests the H gh Conmi ssioner, within the resources available, to
respond flexibly and efficiently to the needs currently indicated under 1997
CGeneral and Special Programmes which are tentatively estinmated at $ 1.1
billion, and to any other new needs that nmight arise, bearing in mnd the
Statute of the Office and the priority to be accorded to statutory
activities, and the relevant provisions of the Financial Rules for Voluntary
Funds;

UNHCR action. See: Overall Programrme and Fundi ng Projections for 1996 and
1997 (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 5), presented to the sixth neeting of the Standing
Comrittee; Draft Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Standing Committee

(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 14), Update on Programme and Fundi ng Projections for 1997

(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 16), presented to the seventh neeting of the Standing Commttee
(April-May 1997); Draft Report of the Seventh Meeting of the Standing

Conmi ttee (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 24) andUpdat e on Progranmme and Fundi ng Projections
for 1997 and Tentative estimates for the 1998 GenerBtogranmes Tar get

(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 34), presented to the eighth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1997); Draft Report of the Eighth Meeting of the Standing Conmmttee
(24-26 June 1997) (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 40), presented to the ninth neeting of the
Standing Committee (Septenber 1997);and Overvi ew of UNHCR Activities -
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1996- 1998 (A/ AC. 96/ 884), presented to the forty-eighth session of the
Executive Conmittee of the Hi gh Comm ssioner’ $rogramre (October 1997).

(e) Notes the Report of the Board of Auditors to the Gener al Assenbly
on the Accounts of the Voluntary Funds adm nistered by the United Nations
H gh Commi ssioner for Refugees for the year ended 31 Decenber 1995
(A AC 96/ 869), the Report of the ACABQ on UNHCR Activities financed from
Vol untary Funds: Report for 1995 -1996 and proposed budget for 1997
(A AC. 96/ 865/ Add. 4), and UNHCR I nspection and Eval uation Activities
(A AC. 96/ 870), and requests to be kept regularly informed on the neasures
taken to address the recommendati ons and the observations raised in these
various oversight docunents;

UNHCR action. See: Internal Audit (EC 47/ SC/ CRP.10), presented to the sixth
neeting of the Standing Cormittee (January 1997Foll ow-up to Audit
Recommendati ons onProgramre and Fi nanci al |ssues and the |Integrated
Managenment | nformation SystemEC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 20), presented to the seventh
neeting of the Standing Cormittee (April-My 1997) Update on | nternational
Procurement (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 33), presented to the eighth neeting of the
Standing Cormmittee (June 1997); and npl enenting Partners(EC 47/ SC/ CRP. 48),
presented to the ninth nmeeting of the Standing Conmittee (Septenber 1997).

(1) Requests UNHCR to explore further with the Board of External
Auditors its proposals for the audit of inplenenting partners as set out in
EC/ 46/ CRP. 45, in particular the scope of the proposed audit certification,
bearing in mnd the comrents of the ACABQ and the specific proposals of the
Under - Secretary- General for Internal Oversight Services on the issue
(ECQ 46/ ST CRP. 45/ Add. 1) ;

UNHCR action. See: Inplenenting Partners(EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.48), presented to
the ninth neeting of the Standing Committee (Septenber 1997), arieasures
taken or proposed in response to the recommendati ons of the Report of the
Board of Auditors to the General Assenmbly on the Accounts of the Voluntary
Funds admi nistered by the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees for
t he year ended 31 Decenber 1996 A/ AC. 96/ 885/ Add. 1), presented to the forty-
ei ghth session of the Executive Conmittee of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner’s
Progranme (October 1997).

(k) Not es the comrents of the ACABQ on the range of issues related to
internal audit, and requests UNHCR to prepare a conprehensi ve paper on these
i ssues, which takes into account the report of the Secretary-General prepared
pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 48/ 218B, for consideration by the
Standing Conmittee in the course of 1997;

UNHCR action. See: Internal Audit (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP.10), presented to the sixth
neeting of the Standing Cormittee (January 1997).

(" Requests UNHCR to pre pare a consol i dated paper on the issue of the
proposed rental of the new UNHCR Headquarters for presentation to the
Standing Conmittee with a viewto taking a decision on the matter at the
earliest possible opportunity before 31 Decenber 1996.

UNHCR action. See: Montbrillant Building: Rental Cost§EC 47/ SC/ CRP.1),
presented to the fifth meeting of the Standing Conmittee (Decenber 1996).
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para. 26: Decision on Executive Commttee Wrking Methods

(b) Al so decides that the Rules of Procedure of the Execu tive
Committee should be revised to reflect these changes in accordance with the
proposal s put forward in docunent A/ AC 96/ 868, annex I1;

UNHCR action. See: Revised Rules of Procedurd A/ AC. 96/ 187/ Rev. 5).

(c) Further decides to initiate consultations anong Executive
Committee menbers on the participation of NG observers in the work of the
Executive Committee and its Standing Committee, bearing in mnd revised
arrangenents for NGO consultation with ECOS8OC and further discussions to take
place at the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly;

UNHCR action. See: Progress Report on the Informal Consultations on Non-
Governnental Organization (NGO) Observer Participation in the Work of the
Executive Committee of the Hi gh Commi ssioner’®m ogramre and its Standing
Conm ttee (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 21), presented to the seventh neeting of the Standing
Comrittee (April-May 1997) andReport on the Informal Consultations on Non-
Governnental Organization (NGO) Observer Participation in the Work of the
Executive Committee of the High Commi ssioner’® ogramre and its Standing
Conmi ttee (EC/ 47/ SC/ CRP. 39), presented to the eighth neeting of the Standing
Comrittee (June 1997).

para. 27: Decision on the Work Programre of the Standing Committee in 1997

(c) Calls on the Standing Committee to report on its work to the
forty-eighth session of the Executive Committee.

UNHCR action. See: Report on the Work of the Standing Committee
(A/ AC. 96/ 893), submitted to the forty-eighth session of the Executive
Comrittee (COctober 1997).



