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Regional Bureau for Europe  I  June 2022
EUROPE MONTHLY UPDATE

Ukraine Situation: The international armed conflict in Ukraine has led to the largest forced displacement crisis in the world 
today and a surge in humanitarian needs. UNHCR continued scaling up its operations in Ukraine and neighbouring countries, 
focusing on strengthening protection mechanisms to identify and support the most vulnerable.

Arrivals and displaced populations: Some 5.5 million individual refugees from Ukraine were recorded across Europe as of 
end June 2022, while an estimated 6.3 million people were displaced inside Ukraine. In the first six months of 2022, some 
49,400 refugees and migrants arrived in Europe via the Mediterranean and Northwest African maritime routes, a 25 per cent 
increase compared to the same period in 2021.

COVID-19: Regional infection rates rose steadily in June, after declining gradually over the previous five months. Positive 
cases were detected in reception centres in at least five countries in June, resulting in restrictions of movements for some 
centre residents.

Source: UNHCR Global Trends Report 2021 and UNHCR data finder platform. The map includes Serbia and Kosovo (S/RES/1244 (1999)). The boundaries and names shown, and the 
designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

 A
ustria

UNHCR provides 
recommendations to 
municipalities and 
provinces to help 
ensure a protection-
sensitive response to 
meet the needs of 
refugees

 M
ontenegro

UNHCR and 
Ombudsman 
kickstart joint 
monitoring project 
to enhance national 
asylum procedure

 C
yprus

University of Nicosia 
and UNHCR hold 
roundtable 
discussion to mark 
renewal of Refugee 
Scholarship 
programme and 
hear from refugee 
scholars

 Sw
eden

Partner the Swedish 
Refugee Law Centre 
publishes UNHCR-
commissioned report on 
implementation of 
Temporary Protection 
Directive in Sweden

UKRAINE 
SITUATION 

5,493,884 individual refugees 
from Ukraine were recorded 
across Europe as of end June 
2022.1 Within Ukraine, an 
estimated 6.3 million persons 
were displaced inside the 
country as of end June.²

MEDITERRANEAN AND 
NORTHWEST AFRICAN 

MARITIME ROUTES

49,400 refugees and migrants 
arrived in Europe via the three 
Mediterranean and Northwest 
African maritime routes in the 
first six months of 2022, a 25 
per cent increase compared 
to the same period last year. In 
June 2022, arrivals decreased 
by 11 per cent compared to May 
2022, but increased by 23 per 
cent compared to June 2021.

SOUTH EASTERN 
EUROPE 

12,000 persons have arrived in 
or transited through the subre-
gion so far in 2022, 10 per cent 
fewer than in the same period 
in 2021. Of these, 3,100 persons 
arrived in or transited through 
the subregion in June, 2 per 
cent more than in May 2022.

TÜRKIYE 
 

Türkiye hosts the world’s 
largest refugee population with 
over 3.7 million Syrians under 
temporary protection and over 
322,000 refugees and asy-
lum-seekers under international 
protection.³

ARRIVALS AND DISPLACED POPULATIONS: KEY FIGURES AND TRENDS

MONTH IN REVIEW 

15%

12.1 million*

of the global 
population
 of concern

7 million
Refugees under 
UNHCR’s mandate

1.1 million
Asylum-seekers  

0.5 million
Stateless persons

2.1 million
IDPs

1.4 million 
Other 
persons of 
concern  

In addition, as of end June, 5.5 million 
individual refugees from Ukraine 
were recorded across Europe and an 
estimated 6.3 million persons were 
displaced within the country, as a result 
of the war in Ukraine.

Persons of concern in Europe 

1.  Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation
2. Ukraine Internal Displacement Report, 23 June 2022
3. For more information, please see the UNHCR Türkiye February 2022 bi-annual fact sheet

https://www.unhcr.org/62a9d1494/global-trends-report-2021
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=v2Rp1H
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/IOM_Gen%20Pop%20Report_R6_final%20ENG.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/operations/623469d82/bi-annual-fact-sheet-2022-02-turkey.html
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	� UKRAINE SITUATION: Since the start of the international armed conflict 
in Ukraine, nearly one-third of Ukrainians have been forced to flee their 
homes. This is the largest forced displacement crisis in the world today. 
Within Ukraine, some 6.3 million people remain internally displaced 
by the war.⁴ As of end June, some 5.5 million individual refugees from 
Ukraine were recorded across Europe, and some 3.6 million refugees had 
registered for temporary protection or similar national protection schemes 
in Europe.⁵ Some 8.5 million border crossings from Ukraine have been 
recorded since 24 February, and authorities reported some 3.2 million 
crossings into the country since 28 February.

	� UNHCR, as lead of the inter-agency refugee response, continued scaling 
up its operations in Ukraine and neighbouring countries, focusing on 
strengthening protection mechanisms to identify and support the most 
vulnerable. This month, UNHCR expanded its cash assistance programmes 
with over 536,000 people enrolled in Ukraine and over 364,000 people 
enrolled overall in Poland, the Republic of Moldova, Romania and Slovakia 
as of end June. Jointly with UNICEF, UNHCR rolled-out additional Blue Dot 
safe spaces providing refugees with critical protection information and 
services, with 39 Blue Dots established in Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, Poland, 
the Republic of Moldova, Romania and Slovakia, as of end June.

	� EU PACT ON MIGRATION AND ASYLUM: As progress toward the 
proposed European Union (EU) Pact on Migration and Asylum, 21 EU 
Member States and Associated States adopted a declaration on solidarity, 
on 22 June. The declaration provides for a voluntary solidarity contribution 
mechanism to support Member States receiving large numbers of arrivals 
in the form of relocations or other contributions, particularly financial 
contributions. UNHCR welcomed the declaration as a key step toward 
meaningful EU asylum reform, greater solidarity, responsibility-sharing 
and ultimately better protection for people forced to flee.

	� UNITED KINGDOM: The first planned flight to remove asylum-seekers from 
the United Kingdom (UK) to Rwanda for asylum processing was cancelled 
on 14 June, hours before it was due to depart, following injunctions by the 
European Court of Human Rights as well as by UK courts. UNHCR had 
intervened as a friend of the UK High Court on 10 June and submitted its 
Legal Analysis, which considers that the UK-Rwanda arrangement fails to 
meet the required standards relating to the legality and appropriateness 
of transfers of asylum-seekers.

	� SPAIN-MOROCCO: On 24 June, 134 people entered Melilla, Spain, from 
Nador, Morocco, in a collective fence jump, while some 700 people were 
pushed back. All those who entered requested asylum in Spain. At least 
37 of those who attempted to enter Melilla died on the Moroccan side, 
according to civil society organizations. UNHCR and IOM issued a joint 
press release deploring the loss of lives and urging all authorities to uphold 
the human rights of refugees and migrants and refrain from excessive use 
of force. The UN Secretary-General expressed shock at the events, and 
human rights organizations, including OHCHR, called for an investigation 
to clarify the facts, any responsibilities and ensure accountability as 
appropriate.

5.5 million 
individual refugees 
from Ukraine were 
recorded across 
Europe as of end 
June 2022

39 Blue Dots 
established jointly by 
UNHCR and UNICEF 
in Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Italy, Moldova, 
Poland, Romania and 
Slovakia as of end 
June 2022

Solidarity declaration 
adopted in context of 
EU Pact on Migration 
and Asylum

First planned flight 
to remove asylum-
seekers from UK to 
Rwanda cancelled 
following legal 
injunctions

UNHCR and IOM 
deplore loss of 
lives at Melilla-
Nador border, urge 
authorities to refrain 
from excessive use 
of force against 
refugees and 
migrants

4.  Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation
5. Ukraine Internal Displacement Report, 23 June 2022

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/first-step-in-the-gradual-implementation-of-the-european-pact-on-migration-and-asylum-modus-operandi-of-a-voluntary-solidarity-mechanism-1/
https://twitter.com/Refugees_EU/status/1539655258439159808
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUK/status/1535318259448401922
https://www.unhcr.org/62a317d34
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/6/62b738274/unhcr-iom-deplore-loss-life-nador-melilla-crossing.html
https://twitter.com/antonioguterres/status/1541992352046370817?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1541992352046370817%7Ctwgr%5E6671cda3c27ce7a90eed122bf0469ed16231a7ba%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Felpais.com%2Fespana%2F2022-06-29%2Fel-secretario-general-de-la-onu-ve-inaceptable-el-uso-excesivo-de-la-fuerza-en-la-valla-de-melilla.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2022/06/migrants-morocco-spain-and-united-states
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/IOM_Gen%20Pop%20Report_R6_final%20ENG.pdf
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Austria: As part of its efforts to ensure a protection-
sensitive response to meet the needs of refugees, UNHCR 
sent a letter to Mayors across the country, providing 
them with comprehensive recommendations for Do’s 
and Don’ts for volunteers in their communities, including 
information on preventing abuse and exploitation. UNHCR 
also sent a letter to Austrian Provinces, asking the 
authorities to ensure security checks of persons offering 
private accommodation and calling for more support for 
information provision, including through hotlines and 
counselling. The Austrian Association of Cities and Towns 
published UNHCR’s recommendations here.  

Cyprus: On 7 June, the University of Nicosia (UNIC) 
and UNHCR organized a roundtable discussion to mark 
the renewal of the UNIC-UNHCR Refugee Scholarship 
Programme and to hear from refugee scholars about 
how opportunities provided through the scholarships 
have changed their lives. A video was produced on the 
discussion, advocating for more educational opportunities 
for refugees in Cyprus to enable them to better integrate, 
achieve their goals, and enrich the host community. 
More than 70 refugees have been awarded scholarships 
through the programme since it was established in 2017.

Montenegro: On 28 June, UNHCR and the Ombudsman 
of Montenegro kickstarted a joint monitoring project 
through visits to the border crossing points of Sukobin 
(at the border with Albania) and Rance (at the border with 
Serbia). The aim of the project is to identify key gaps in 
accessing the asylum procedure for people interested in 
doing so, as well as to support to national authorities in 
building capacity in the area. As per the project framework, 
UNHCR and the Ombudsman will visit 26 border crossing 
points and detention facilities by end 2022.

Sweden: On 20 June, UNHCR’s partner the Swedish 
Refugee Law Center published the UNHCR-commissioned 
report, The Temporary Protection Directive and the 
implementation of temporary protection in Sweden. The 
report provides key recommendations, including to ensure 
that persons granted temporary protection are entitled 
to the same level of social support and access to health 
services as other refugees in Sweden. Under current 
national legislation, persons with temporary protection 
status are only granted limited support, set at the level 
of the daily allowance for asylum-seekers, which is lower 
than that for recognized refugees. 

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

	� Regional COVID-19 infection rates increased steadily in June, with some 2.8 million cases detected 
in the Europe region during the last week of the month, compared to some 925,000 cases during the 
last week of May, according to the World Health Organization. This month, authorities across the region 
largely maintained existing COVID-19 restrictions in place, after having progressively relaxed them in 
many countries in response to declining rates of infection from January through May.

	� Vaccination: Persons of concern to UNHCR are generally included in national vaccination campaigns on 
par with the general population, for instance in Armenia, where at least 10 persons of concern living in 
private accommodations were vaccinated in June.

	� Quarantine measures upon arrival: Countries registering significant numbers of sea arrivals continued to 
adjust testing and quarantine measures in response to the evolving epidemiological situation. In Italy, the 
Government dismissed the system of offshore quarantine facilities for people arriving by sea, which had 
been established in 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. New arrivals in Lampedusa are now 
transferred to on-shore reception facilities, where they still must undergo a five-day COVID-19 surveillance 
period.

	� Reception conditions: Lack of sufficient reception spaces, overcrowding and inadequate facilities in 
some locations continue to pose challenges. Outbreaks in reception and detention centres remain a 
concern, and typically result in restrictions of movements for some centre residents, with additional cases 
detected in centres in at least five countries in June (Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus 
and Montenegro).

COVID-19 SITUATION AND RESPONSE

https://www.kommunalnet.at/2022/06/21/empfehlungen-zum-schutz-von-fluechtlingen-vor-menschenhandel/
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/2022/06/09/refugee-scholars-share-their-university-experience/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=753646259156932
https://www.unhcr.org/neu/82207-new-report-analyzes-swedens-temporary-protection-for-people-fleeing-ukraine.html
https://sweref.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/massflyktsdirektivet-aktiveras-tillfalligt-skydd-i-sverige.pdf
https://sweref.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/massflyktsdirektivet-aktiveras-tillfalligt-skydd-i-sverige.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwho.maps.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fdashboards%2Fead3c6475654481ca51c248d52ab9c61&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7C317a4d7b7e214aeb08a008d9eaea7992%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637799115043675483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fUcNjVOggHANNGxOu14piDw0MePW0zLIRx5prG%2FjIaE%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2022/6/6299c8f14/100-days-anguish-unhcr-focused-protection-shelter-ukrainians.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/6/62a0c6d34/unhcr-updates-ukraine-refugee-data-reflecting-recent-movements.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2022/6/62a2f90a1a/unhcr-data-visualization-mediterranean-crossings-charts-rising-death-toll.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/6/62a878db4/fc-barcelona-unhcr-kick-partnership-new-football-jersey-support-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/6/62b042174/world-refugee-day-unhcr-goodwill-ambassador-ben-stiller-calls-equal-treatment.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/6/62b738274/unhcr-iom-deplore-loss-life-nador-melilla-crossing.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/6/62bab45c4/news-comment-unhcrs-grandi-welcomes-developments-eu-asylum-reform-encourages.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/announc/2022/6/62bc7a4e4/germany-win-first-ever-unity-euro-cup.html
https://twitter.com/FraBonelli/status/1537395452915634176
https://twitter.com/FraBonelli/status/1537395452915634176
https://twitter.com/Paolo_Artini/status/1539187359635341313
https://twitter.com/KarolinaBilling/status/1539585333729366016
https://twitter.com/FilippoGrandi/status/1540979329978490886
https://twitter.com/FilippoGrandi/status/1540979329978490886
https://twitter.com/llosa_gonzalo/status/1541707976007995393
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/rwanda/video-2707639/Video-refugee-chief-UK-deportation-policy-Rwanda-wrong.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2022/06/13/putins-invasion-of-ukraine-has-created-5-million-refugees/?sh=7081053776da
https://www.independent.co.uk/world/world-refugee-day-displaced-globally-ukraine-b2105005.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2022/ukraine-refugees-european-union/
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUkraine/status/1534432749939048448
https://twitter.com/UNHCRfrance/status/1541824134514180098
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUK/status/1535318259448401922
https://twitter.com/UNHCRGreece/status/1541818332554338307
https://twitter.com/UNHCRItalia/status/1534475329909030912
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UNHCR Regional Bureau for Europe   |    www.unhcr.org/europe  |   rbeext@unhcr.org    

Requested for UNHCR’s activities in Europe in 2022: 
USD 1.822 billion*

Total contributed or pledged as of 31 May 2022: 
USD 1,022,574,088

For more information, reports and other resources:

	� UNHCR Europe webpage
	� UNHCR Europe region monthly updates
	� UNHCR Europe country operations fact sheets
	� Europe pages of UNHCR’s Global Focus webpage
	� UNHCR Ukraine Emergency webpage

Operational data portals:

	� Ukraine Refugee Situation 
	� Mediterranean Situation

“This country to me is heaven and I have to say that I 
feel I have a little bit of green in my blood.”

Marlon Jimenez-Compton arrived in Dublin from 
Venezuela in 2003 with just a suitcase and a little 
money, but a bundle of dreams. “I escaped my country 
searching for a better life and I am proud and happy 
to say that I have found it here in Ireland”, he says. “At 
home I couldn’t live openly as I wanted to live, as an 
LGBTQIA+ person. Marlon has continued to pursue his 
dreams in the 18 years since he arrived in Ireland. In 
2020, he was hired as a radio DJ on Dublin South FM 
after posting videos of himself dancing and singing 
online. ‘The Marlon Show’ is a space where everyone 
feels listened to and welcomed. “It has been a fantastic 
experience that I am enjoying so much. We are a 
community radio and I am using my radio show as a 
platform to give a voice to all those that feel they are 
voiceless, everybody is welcome”.

For more stories and highlights, please subscribe to our 
mailing list, using this link.

@ UNHCR/Aoife Harte
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*This amount includes the revised supplementary appeal issued in April 2022 for 
the Ukraine situation.
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