
TEACHING ABOUT REFUGEES: DEBATE QUESTIONS

VIDEO ‘WHO ARE STATELESS PEOPLE?’

Debate question 1: 
Stateless people do not have the nationality of any country.   
 
How can you tell if someone is stateless? What do you think defines citizenship? 

Debate question 2: 
Stateless people often have less opportunity in life than people who do have a nationality. 
 
What should countries do to improve the situation of stateless people?

Debate question 3:  
Statelessness is complex and can have several causes.  
 
Can you imagine situations could cause statelessness in your country?

These questions can be used to set up a debate 
in class. You can choose a “for” group and an 
“against” group. 

The questions can also be used for students 
to discuss and research findings in groups and 
write essays on their opinions and research.

Watch the video here: link

More materials at: unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees Teaching about refugees: Debate questions
© UNHCR 2019

https://youtu.be/NJVU-fjPrzY
http://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees


TEACHING ABOUT REFUGEES: DEBATE QUESTIONS

VIDEO ‘CAUSES OF STATELESSNESS’

Debate question 1: 
In different countries and cultures men and women have different roles. For this reason, no one else 
except the government of that country has the right to say whether women can transfer nationality to 
their children or not. 

Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

These questions can be used to set up a 
debate in class. You can choose a “for” group 
and an “against” group. 

The questions can also be used for students 
to discuss and research findings in groups and 
write essays on their opinions and research.

Watch the video here: link

Debate question 2: 
Governments should be allowed to deny certain groups a nationality as they are responsible for cre-
ating a national identity and protecting it.
 
Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

More materials at: unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees Teaching about refugees: Debate questions
© UNHCR 2019

 https://youtu.be/tJwhcWgi-HE
http://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees


TEACHING ABOUT REFUGEES: DEBATE QUESTIONS

VIDEO 
‘CONSEQUENCES OF STATELESSNESS’

These questions can be used to set up a 
debate in class. You can choose a “for” group 
and an “against” group. 

The questions can also be used for students 
to discuss and research findings in groups and 
write essays on their opinions and research.

Watch the video here: link

Debate question 1: 
Being stateless is not an excuse for undertaking certain illegal activities like selling drugs or stealing 
things.

Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

Debate question 2: 
Stateless people should try not to have children because they will pass down their statelessness to 
them.
 
Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

More materials at: unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees Teaching about refugees: Debate questions
© UNHCR 2019

https://youtu.be/DdfboA_AH0I
http://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees


TEACHING ABOUT REFUGEES: DEBATE QUESTIONS

VIDEO 
‘THE RIGHTS OF STATELESS PEOPLE’

These questions can be used to set up a 
debate in class. You can choose a “for” group 
and an “against” group. 

The questions can also be used for students 
to discuss and research findings in groups and 
write essays on their opinions and research.

Watch the video here: link

Debate question 1: 
The country that stateless children are in should allow them to attend school because all children 
have the right to education.

Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

Debate question 2: 
Stateless people are more vulnerable than refugees because even in their own country they cannot 
access services like health and education. We should concentrate more energy on helping stateless 
people than refugees.
 
Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

More materials at: unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees Teaching about refugees: Debate questions
© UNHCR 2019

Debate question 3: 
Each country should give the nationality of that country to every child born on their land. 

Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

 https://youtu.be/ZK2FtppWXuQ
http://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees


TEACHING ABOUT REFUGEES: DEBATE QUESTIONS

VIDEO 
‘WHO HELPS STATELESS PEOPLE’

These questions can be used to set up a 
debate in class. You can choose a “for” group 
and an “against” group. 

The questions can also be used for students 
to discuss and research findings in groups and 
write essays on their opinions and research.

Watch the video here: link

Debate question 1: 
Each country should give the nationality of that country to every child born on their land.

Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

Debate question 2: 
Stateless people are more vulnerable than refugees because even in their own country they cannot 
access services like health and education. We should concentrate more energy on helping stateless 
people than refugees.

 
Do you agree with this statement? Why do you or why do you not?

More materials at: unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees Teaching about refugees: Debate questions
© UNHCR 2019

https://youtu.be/LopDaqq4FWk
http://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees

