
 1

Regional Bureau for Europe  I  September 2022
EUROPE MONTHLY UPDATE

Ukraine Situation: The international armed conflict in Ukraine has led to the largest human displacement crisis in the world 
today. UNHCR continued scaling up operations in Ukraine and neighbouring countries, to strengthen protection mechanisms 
to identify and support the most vulnerable.

Arrivals and displaced populations: Some 7.5 million refugees from Ukraine were recorded across Europe as of end September 
2022,1 while an estimated 6.2 million people were displaced inside Ukraine.²  Since the beginning of the year, some 110,300 
refugees and migrants arrived in Europe via the Mediterranean and Northwest African maritime routes, a 31 per cent increase 
compared to the same period in 2021.

COVID-19: Regional COVID-19 infection rates increased somewhat in September after declining gradually since July. Positive 
cases were detected in reception centres in at least two countries.

Source: UNHCR data finder platform and mid-year statistics data as of 30 June 2022. The map includes Serbia and Kosovo (S/RES/1244 (1999)). The boundaries and names shown, 
and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

 Finland

UNHCR launched a municipalities toolkit 
for inclusion in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Economy and Employment and 
Migration Institute for Finland.

 C
roatia

UNHCR on board of EU-funded 
COMP4SEE (Complementary 
Pathways in South-East Europe) 
project to support improved 
procedures for family 
reunification.

 G
erm

any

UNHCR co-organized two 
workshops on the German 
community sponsorship 
programme ‘Neustart im Team 
(NesT)’.

 D
enm

ark

UNHCR relaunched an 
updated version of the 
Danish-language education 
material “På flugt” (Fleeing), 
tailored to 5-6th Grade and 
the Danish curriculum.

UKRAINE 
SITUATION 

7,535,874 refugees from 
Ukraine were recorded across 
Europe as of end September 
2022, while an estimated 6.2 
million persons were displaced 
inside the country.

MEDITERRANEAN AND 
NORTHWEST AFRICAN 

MARITIME ROUTES

110,300 refugees and migrants 
arrived in Europe via the three 
Mediterranean and Northwest 
African maritime routes since 
the beginning of 2022, a 31 per 
cent increase compared to the 
same period in 2021. As of 30 
September, 1,751, people have 
been reported dead or missing 
in 2022 on the three Mediterra-
nean and the Northwest African 
maritime routes.

SOUTH EASTERN 
EUROPE 

26,500 persons have arrived in 
or transited through the subre-
gion so far in 2022, 14% more 
than in the same period in 2021. 
5,600 persons arrived in or 
transited through the subregion 
as part of mixed refugee and 
migrant movements in Septem-
ber 2022, 11% more than last 
month.

TÜRKIYE 
 

Türkiye hosts the world’s 
largest refugee population with 
over 3.7 million Syrians under 
temporary protection and over 
322,000 refugees and asy-
lum-seekers under international 
protection.3

ARRIVALS AND DISPLACED POPULATIONS: KEY FIGURES AND TRENDS

MONTH IN REVIEW 
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1.  Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation
2. IOM, Ukraine Internal Displacement Report, 26 September2022
3. For more information, please see the UNHCR Türkiye February 2022 bi-annual fact sheet

https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=v2Rp1H
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://displacement.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1461/files/reports/IOM_Gen%20Pop%20Report_R9_IDP_FINAL%20%281%29%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/operations/623469d82/bi-annual-fact-sheet-2022-02-turkey.html
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	� UKRAINE SITUATION: Since the start of the international armed conflict in 
Ukraine, nearly one-third of Ukrainians have been forced to flee their homes. This 
is the largest human displacement crisis in the world today. Within Ukraine, some 
6.2 million people remain internally displaced by the war. As of end September, 
some 7.5 million refugees from Ukraine were recorded across Europe, and over 
4.1 million refugees had registered for temporary protection or similar national 
protection schemes in Europe.4 Some 13 million border crossings from Ukraine 
have been recorded since 24 February, and authorities reported some 6.2 
million crossings into the country since 28 February.

	� UNHCR continued scaling up its operations in Ukraine and neighbouring 
countries, focusing on strengthening protection mechanisms to identify and 
support the most vulnerable. The office also continued to support governments 
in coordinating the refugee response. As of September, over 2.1 million people 
have been reached with assistance inside Ukraine. Over 559,248 people have 
received cash assistance in Ukraine and over 420,178 have received cash 
assistance overall in Poland, the Republic of Moldova, Romania and Slovakia. 
Jointly with UNICEF, UNHCR continues operating Blue Dot safe spaces providing 
refugees with critical protection information and services, with 36 Blue Dots 
operational in Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, Poland, the Republic of Moldova, Romania 
and Slovakia, as of end September.

	� As UNHCR has released a second intentions survey, “Lives on Hold: Intentions 
and Perspectives of Refugees from Ukraine”, conducted among refugees from 
Ukraine hosted in 43 countries across Europe and beyond. The report, based 
on 4,800 responses collected between August and September, presents 
the intentions of refugees from Ukraine, an in-depth analysis of the factors 
influencing their decisions, and key insights into their current socio-economic 
situation and profiles.

	� European Union (EU): The yearly UNHCR-DG ECHO High Level Dialogue took 
place on 30 September in Brussels under the leadership of UNHCR Deputy 
High Commission Kelly T. Clements and DG ECHO Acting General-Director 
Michael Koehler. The HLD this year focused on UNHCR-ECHO’s partnership, 
coordination, leadership and advocacy in forced displacement situations, and 
cash assistance. It was a constructive discussion which reaffirmed the importance 
of UNHCR and the EU’s partnership, and of our commitment to work together to 
ensure adequate and coherent funding to UNHCR, promote the humanitarian-
development nexus and expand the donor base.

	� Council of Europe (CoE):  On 21 September, the Council of Europe and UNHCR 
North Macedonia and Strasbourg co-organised a joint roundtable on “Access to 
social and economic rights and integration related services for refugees and 
stateless persons” in Skopje, North Macedonia. Participants discussed measures 
aimed at preventing and reducing statelessness, as well as the implementation 
of relevant international and Council of Europe instruments and standards, 
and new avenues for enhancing the protection of asylum-seekers, refugees 
and stateless persons and contributing to developing good practices in North 
Macedonia. 

	� United Kingdom: A Judicial Review into the UK Migration and Economic 
Development Partnership (MEDP) took place in the UK High Court during the 
week of 5 September. UNHCR was involved as an intervener and permitted one 
hour to make oral submissions during the week’s hearing. 

7.5 million 
individual refugees 
from Ukraine were 
recorded across 
Europe as of end 
September 2022

36 Blue Dots 
established jointly 
by UNHCR and 
UNICEF in Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Italy, 
Moldova, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia 
and Slovenia as of 
end September

4. Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

110,300 refugees 
and migrants arrived 
in Europe via the 
Mediterranean and 
Northwest African 
maritime routes 
since the beginning 
of 2022, 31 per cent 
more than in the 
same period last year

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95767
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95767
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
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	� Croatia: On 22 September, UNHCR attended a 
meeting of the Project Board within the EU-funded 
COMP4SEE (Complementary Pathways in South-
East Europe) project. The project is implemented 
by UNHCR’s partner, the Croatian Law Centre. The 
project supports advocacy for improved procedures 
for family reunification and introducing sponsorship 
schemes, including the provision of legal counselling, 
as well as covering the cost of administrative fees and 
travel for eligible family members of beneficiaries of 
international protection.

	� Denmark: On 21 September, UNHCR in partnership 
with publisher Alinea relaunched an updated version 
of the Danish-language education material “På flugt” 
(Fleeing) tailored to 5-6th Grade and the Danish 
curriculum. The material was first produced in 2020, 
but has been updated with Global Trends Report 
figures and information on the Ukraine situation, 
and is available to all schools free of charge via 
Alinea’s portal, www.forstå.dk. The relaunch was 
communicated on social media as well as through the 
publisher’s newsletter to all subscribed teachers. 

	� Finland:  On 6 September, a toolkit commissioned by 
UNHCR’s Regional Bureau for Europe and developed 
in collaboration with the Migration Policy Group, 
titled “Effective Inclusion of Refugees: participatory 
approaches for practitioners at the local level”, was 
launched in cooperation with the Ministry of Economy 
and Employment and Migration Institute for Finland.

	� Germany: On 26 September, UNHCR co-organized 
two workshops on the German community 
sponsorship programme ‘Neustart im Team (NesT)’. 
Both workshops were conducted with the support 
of the the central coordination institution for NesT, 
consisting of the German Red Cross, Caritas and the 
Protestant Church of Westphalia. The workshops 
targeted local authorities as well as migrant- or refugee 
led organisations. The events highlighted some of the 
current challenges as well as positive experiences, 
and encouraged participation in the programme.

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

	� Regional COVID-19 infection rates increased moderately in September after a decreasing steadily since 
July. Some 1.8 million cases were detected in the Europe region during the last week of the month, 
compared to some 1.2 million cases during the last week of August, according to the World Health 
Organization. 

	� Vaccination: Refugees, asylum-seekers and stateless persons are generally included in national 
vaccination campaigns on par with the general population.

	� Quarantine measures upon arrival: Countries registering significant numbers of sea arrivals continued to 
adjust testing and quarantine measures in response to the evolving epidemiological situation. In Spain, 
new arrivals in Ceuta and Melilla are no longer required to stay in quarantine provided the antigen test is 
negative. 

	� Reception conditions: Lack of sufficient reception spaces, overcrowding and inadequate facilities in some 
locations continue to pose challenges. Outbreaks in reception and detention centres remain a concern, 
and typically result in movement restrictions for some centre residents, with additional cases detected in 
centres in at least two countries in September (Austria and Bosnia and Herzegovina).

COVID-19 SITUATION AND RESPONSE

https://www.xn--forst-qra.dk/
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/brochures/61f7be2c4/effective-inclusion-refugees-participatory-approaches-practitioners-local.html
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/brochures/61f7be2c4/effective-inclusion-refugees-participatory-approaches-practitioners-local.html
https://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/ead3c6475654481ca51c248d52ab9c61
https://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/ead3c6475654481ca51c248d52ab9c61


EUROPE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS COUNTRY OFFICE TWITTER HIGHLIGHTS

PRESS RELEASES, 
STATEMENTS

Press Release: UNHCR, 
UNICEF establish dozens of 
support hubs in countries host-
ing Ukrainian refugees [21 SEP]

Press Release: UNHCR survey: 
Refugees from Ukraine eager 
to work but need sustained 
support to ensure inclusion [23 
SEP]

Press Release: IOM, UNHCR, 
and UNRWA: Latest tragedy 
at sea off Syria must prompt 
action [23 SEP]

 LEADER ACCOUNT TWEETS

Filippo Grandi @FilippoGrandi 
UNHCR offers condolences on the 
passing of Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth II [08 SEP] 

Chiara Cardoletti @chiaraUNHCR 
Six Syrian refugees lost their lives 
at sea. UNHCR is in Pozzallo to help 
the survivors. [12 SEP]

Gonzalo Vargas Llosa @llosa_gon-
zalo The response to the Ukraine 
refugee situation shows Europe’s 
capacity for a workable approach to 
asylum [14 SEP] 

Karolina L Billing @KarolinaBilling 
UNHCR Representative in Ukraine 
visits Zabuyannia where UNHCR is 
helping to repair damaged homes 
[15 SEP]

Francesca Bonelli @FraBonelli Win-
ter is coming and brings additional 
challenges and risks for refugees 
and Moldovans. [15 SEP]

TOP NEWS STORIESThe 

Independent [06 SEP] 
Rwanda ‘not a safe third country’ 
for asylum seekers and UK deal 
must be stopped, UN tells court

Bild [13 SEP] 
Small children died of thirst on 
refugee boat

BBC [24 SEP] 
Dozens of migrants killed as boat 
sinks off Syrian coast

Bloomberg [30 SEP] 
Europe Strains Under Fresh Migra-
tion Challenge

Daily Mail [30 SEP]
Nobel Peace Prize could condemn 
Ukraine war or highlight climate 
change

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/9/632ac6804/unhcr-unicef-establish-dozens-support-hubs-countries-hosting-ukrainian.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2022/9/632d6fba4/unhcr-survey-refugees-ukraine-eager-work-need-sustained-support-ensure.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2022/9/632d6fba4/unhcr-survey-refugees-ukraine-eager-work-need-sustained-support-ensure.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/9/632df83f4/iom-unhcr-unrwa-latest-tragedy-sea-syria-must-prompt-action.html
https://twitter.com/FilippoGrandi/status/1567934466252750850
https://twitter.com/chiaraUNHCR/status/1569311323711995907
https://twitter.com/llosa_gonzalo/status/1569984457095974915
https://twitter.com/KarolinaBilling/status/1570417924220780544
https://twitter.com/FraBonelli/status/1570442285141356545
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/rwanda-high-court-un-refugees-b2161067.html
https://www.bild.de/news/ausland/news-ausland/kleinkinder-auf-fluechtlingsboot-verdurstet-sechs-tote-im-mittelmeer-81305844.bild.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63003384
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-11265841/Nobel-Peace-Prize-condemn-Ukraine-war-highlight-climate-change.html
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUkraine/status/1575416805887287296
https://twitter.com/UNHCR_Nederland/status/1565649205854609413 
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUK/status/1570414886970331137
https://twitter.com/UNHCRGreece/status/1574448904359272449
https://twitter.com/ACNURspain/status/1570729231989948416
https://twitter.com/ACNURspain/status/1570729231989948416


U N H C R  R E G I O N A L  B U R E A U  F O R  E U R O P E  /  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2    	 5
UNHCR Regional Bureau for Europe   |    www.unhcr.org/europe  |   rbeext@unhcr.org    

Requested for UNHCR’s activities in Europe in 2022:

USD 1.992 billion*

Total contributed or pledged as of 29 September 2022:

USD 1,423,532,935

For more information, reports and other resources:

	� UNHCR Europe webpage
	� UNHCR Europe region monthly updates
	� UNHCR Europe country operations fact sheets
	� Europe pages of UNHCR’s Global Focus webpage
	� UNHCR Ukraine Emergency webpage

Operational data portals:

	� Ukraine Refugee Situation 
	� Mediterranean Situation

“For Valentin, statelessness meant ‘a lifetime proving 
I exist”

Until early last month, Valentin, 20, from Skopje, the 
capital of North Macedonia, was one of millions of 
stateless people around the world. With no legal 
identity, he was never able to do things most of us take 
for granted, such as enrolling in high school, having a 
medical or dental check-up, getting legal employment, 
or traveling outside his country. It has taken more than 
half his life, but thanks to UNHCR and our partner, the 
Macedonian Young Lawyers Association, Valentin has 
finally gained full citizenship and will soon receive his 
first national ID card.  Valentin now hopes many others 
will benefit from gaining a legal identity. “It’s not only 
me out there,” he says. “There are many people in 
the country who do not have documents. I would like 
to send an appeal to everyone to resolve not only my 
case, but to also resolve the cases of everybody else in 
my situation.” 

© UNHCR/Robert Atanasovski

For more stories and highlights, please subscribe to our 
mailing list, using this link.

STORY SPOTLIGHT

FINANCIAL INFORMATION WHERE TO FIND

Funding gap

Unearmarked

Softly earmarked

Earmarked

Tightly earmarked

71%
funded

Funding gap

Unearmarked

Softly earmarked

Earmarked

Tightly earmarked

*This amount includes financial requirements for the Ukraine situation.

http://www.unhcr.org/europe
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D2b77094825%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7Cf31e3ca3e5d347f1b95908da0385dbbe%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637826170704364202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1hN5Se9KJEch0saVFt49GtMwzFSzJM0p1%2BOHrSLE9og%3D&reserved=0
file:https://www.unhcr.org/search%3Fcomid%3D62da5ca64%26cid%3D49aea93ae2%26scid%3D49aea93a77%26tid%3D49ec6f1727%26tags%3Dmonthlyupdate
https://www.unhcr.org/search?comid=605b52bb4&cid=49aea93ae2&scid=49aea93a77&tid=49ec6f1727&tags=europefactsheet
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D4bb1d7ea4e%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7Cf31e3ca3e5d347f1b95908da0385dbbe%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637826170704364202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RmysC%2BlgtkG9U5xiomwU4JH4ooe58GFGiaeex8iiuEQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/ukraine-emergency.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D64d955ea34%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7C0d200c66540c4b907f3508da0e81b4ed%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637838247510648692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CG%2Bs9V5Sd6AjYqsw0DhMgyWZVLEi8N1qaMoDkVbKMVI%3D&reserved=0
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2022/9/63242ddb4/valentin-statelessness-meant-lifetime-proving-exist.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2022/9/63242ddb4/valentin-statelessness-meant-lifetime-proving-exist.html
https://unhcr.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=32dfed89e178070cc28c63534&id=fde5434c17

