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Declarations and Reservations to the 
1961 Convention on the Reduction of 

Statelessness 
As of 20 September 2006 

 
 

Declarations and Reservations 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the declarations and reservations were made 

upon ratification, accession or succession.) 
 
Austria 

Declarations concerning article 8, paragraph 3 (a), (i) and (ii): 

"Austria declares to retain the right to deprive a person of his nationality, if such person 
enters, on his own free will, the military service of a foreign State. 

"Austria declares to retain the right to deprive a person of his nationality, if such person being 
in the service of a foreign State, conducts himself in a manner seriously prejudicial to the 
interests or to the prestige of the Republic of Austria." 

 
France 

At the time of signature of this Convention, the Government of the French Republic declares 
that it reserves the right to exercise the power available to it under article 8 (3) on the terms 
laid down in that paragraph, when it deposits the instrument of ratification of the Convention. 

The Government of the French Republic also declares, in accordance with article 17 of the 
Convention, that it makes a reservation in respect of article 11, and that article 11 will not 
apply so far as the French Republic is concerned. 

The Government of the French Republic further declares, with respect to article 14 of the 
Convention, that in accordance with article 17 it accepts the jurisdiction of the Court only in 
relation to States Parties to this Convention which shall also have accepted its jurisdiction 
subject to the same reservations; it also declares that article 14 will not apply when there 
exists between the French Republic and another party to this Convention an earlier treaty 
providing another method for the settlement of disputes between the two States. 

 
Germany2 

The Federal Republic of Germany will apply the said Convention: 

(a) in respect of elimination of statelessness, to persons who are stateless under the terms of 
article 1, paragraph 1, of the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons of 28 
September 1954; 

(b) in respect of prevention of statelessness and retention of nationality, to German nationals 
within the meaning of the Basic Law (Constitution) for the Federal Republic of Germany. 
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Ireland 

"In accordance with paragraph 3 of article 8 of the Convention Ireland retains the right to 
deprive a naturalised Irish citizen of his citizenship pursuant to section 19 (1) (b) of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, on grounds specified in the aforesaid paragraph." 

 
Niger 

With reservations in respect of articles 11, 14 and 15. 
 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

"[The Government of the United Kingdom declares that], in accordance with paragraph 3 (a) 
of Article 8 of the Convention, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 8, the 
United Kingdom retains the right to deprive a naturalised person of his nationality on the 
following grounds, being grounds existing in United Kingdom law at the present time: that, 
inconsistently with his duty of loyalty to Her Britannic Majesty, the person 

"(i) Has, in disregard of an express prohibition of Her Britannic Majesty, rendered or 
continued to render services to, or received or continued to receive emoluments from, another 
State, or  

"(ii) Has conducted himself in a manner seriously prejudicial to the vital interests of Her 
Britannic Majesty." 

 
Tunisia7 

Reservation: 

[The Government of Tunisia] declares that it does not consider itself bound by the provisions 
of article 11 concerning the establishment of a body responsible for assisting in the 
presentation of claims to obtain nationality to the appropriate authorities, or of article 14, 
which provides for the competence of the International Court of Justice to rule on disputes 
concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention. 

Declaration: 

The Republic of Tunisia declares that, in accordance with article 8, paragraph 3, of the 
[Convention] , it retains the right to deprive a person of Tunisian nationality in the following 
circumstances as provided for in its existing national law: 

1. If he occupies a post in the public service of a foreign State or in foreign armed forces and 
retains it for more than one month after being enjoined by the Government of Tunisia to leave 
the post, unless it is found that it was impossible for him to do so. 

2. If he is convicted of an act held to be a crime or an offence against the external or internal 
security of the State. 

3. If he engages, for the benefit of a foreign State, in acts which are incompatible with his 
status as a Tunisian national and which are prejudicial to Tunisia's interests. 

4. If he is convicted in Tunisia or abroad for an act held to be a crime under Tunisian law and 
carrying a sentence of at least five years' imprisonment. 
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5. If he is convicted of evading his obligations under the law regarding recruitment into the 
armed forces. 

6. If it is discovered, subsequent to issuance of the naturalization certificate, that the person 
concerned did not fulfil the conditions required by law allowing him to be naturalized. 

7. If the alien has made a false declaration, employed fraudulent means or knowingly 
submitted a document containing a false or incorrect statement for the purpose of obtaining 
naturalization. 

 
Objections 

(Unless otherwise indicated, the objections were made upon ratification, accession or 
succession.) 

 
Germany 

15 May 2001 

"The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has examined the declaration to the 
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness made by the Government of the Republic of 
Tunisia upon its accession to the Convention. The Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany holds the view that such a declaration seeks to limit the duty of a state not to 
deprive a person of its nationality if such deprivation would render him stateless in an extent 
which is not covered by the exceptions of Article 8 paragraph 3 of the Convention. The 
declaration therefore restricts one of the essential duties of the Convention in a way contrary 
to the essence of the Convention. It is hence incompatible with the object and purpose of the 
Convention. 

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany therefore objects to the declaration 
made by the Government of the Republic of Tunisia in respect of Article 8 of the Convention 
on the Reduction of Statelessness. 

This objection does not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the Republic of Tunisia." 

 
Norway 

23 May 2001 

"The Government of Norway has examined the contents of the reservation and declaration 
made by the Republic of Tunisia upon accession to the Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness. 

The Convention prohibits the deprivation of nationality if it will render the person in question 
stateless. This prohibition is subject to certain limitations. It is the position of the Government 
of Norway that paragraph 3 and 4 of the Tunisian declaration are not justified under the 
Convention. The said paragraphs of the declaration are contrary to the object and purpose of 
the Convention, as they aim at limiting the obligations that States undertake when acceding to 
it, the core obligation being to reduce statelessness. 

This objection does not preclude the entry into force in its entirety of the Convention between 
the Kingdom of Norway and the Republic of Tunisia. The Convention thus becomes 
operative between Norway and Tunisia without Tunisia benefiting from the said declaration." 
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Sweden 

23 May 2001 

"The Government of Sweden has examined the declaration to the Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness made by the Government of the Republic of Tunisia upon its 
accession to the Convention. The Government of Sweden is of the view that this declaration 
seeks to limit the duty of Tunisia not to deprive a person of its nationality if such deprivation 
would render him stateless in an extent which is not covered by the exceptions of Article 8 
paragraph 3 of the Convention. The declaration therefore restricts one of the essential duties 
of the Convention and raises serious doubts as to the commitment of the republic of Tunisia 
to the object and purpose of the Convention. 

It is in the common interest of States that treaties to which they have chosen to become 
parties are respected as to their object and purpose by all parties, and that States are prepared 
to undertake any legislative changes necessary to comply with their obligations under the 
treaties. Furthermore, according to the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 23 May 
1969, and well-established customary international law, a reservation contrary to the object 
and purpose of the treaty shall not be permitted. 

The Government of Sweden therefore objects to the declaration made by the Government of 
the Republic of Tunisia in respect of Article 8 of the Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness. 

This objection does not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the Republic 
of Tunisia and Sweden." 

 
Territorial Application 

(Declarations made under article 15 of the Convention) 
 

Participant:  
Date of receipt 
of the 
notification:  

Territories:  

France  31 May 1962  The Convention will apply to the Overseas Departments and 
the Overseas Territories of the French Republic  

United 
Kingdom6  29 Mar 1966  

(a) The Convention shall apply to the following non-metro 
politan territories for the international relations of which the 
United Kingdom is responsible:Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Bermuda, British Guiana, British 
Honduras, British Solomon Islands Protectorate, Cayman 
Islands, Channel Islands, Dominica, Falkland Islands, Fiji, 
Gibraltar, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Grenada, Hong Kong, 
Isle of Man, Mauritius, Montserrat, St. Helena, St. Kitts, St. 
Lucia, St . Vincent, Seychelles, Swaziland, Turks and Caicos 
Islands, Virgin Islands (b) The Convention shall not apply to 
Aden and the Protector ate of South Arabia; Brunei; Southern 
Rhodesia; and Tonga, whose consent to the application of the 
Convention has been withheld  
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NOTES 
 

1. Official Records of the General Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement No. 21 (A/2890), p. 
49. 

 
2. See note 2 under "Germany" in the "Historical Information" section in the front matter of 
this volume. 

 
3. See note 1 under "Germany" regarding Berlin (West) in the "Historical Information" 
section in the front matter of this volume. 

 
4. For the Kingdom in Europe and the Netherlands Antilles. See note 1 under "Netherlands" 
regarding Aruba/Netherlands Antilles in the "Historical Information" section in the front 
matter of this volume. 

 
5. With a territorial application to Tokelau. 

 
6. See note 2 under "United Kingdom of Great Britain and Norhtern Ireland" regarding 
Hong Kong in the "Historical Information" section in the front matter of this volume. 

 
7. In regard to the declaration made by Tunisia upon accession, the Secretary-General 
received from the Government of the following State, the following communication on the 
date indicated hereinafter: 

Netherlands (6 June 2001): 

"The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands has examined the above mentioned 
declaration. The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands understands the declaration 
of Tunisia, in particular with regard to the grounds mentioned in Nos. 4 and 6 of the 
declaration, in respect of article 8 to extend the grounds on which a person can be deprived 
of Tunisian nationality. 

The declaration therefore restricts one of the essential obligations of the Convention in a way 
contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention.  

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands therefore objects to the aforesaid 
declaration made by the Government of the Republic of Tunisia.  

This objection shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands and the Republic of Tunisia." 
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