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DECLARATI ON OF STATES PARTI ES
TO THE 1951 CONVENTI ON AND OR I TS 1967 PROTOCOL
RELATI NG TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES!

Pr eanbl e

We, representatives of States Parties to the 1951 Convention rel ating
to the Status of Refugees and/or its 1967 Protocol, assenbled in the first
nmeeting of States Parties in Geneva on 12 and 13 Decenber 2001 at the
invitation of the Governnent of Switzerland and the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR),

1. Cogni zant of the fact that the year 2001 marks the 50'" anniversary of
the 1951 Geneva Convention rel ating to the Status of Refugees,

2. Recogni zi ng the enduring inportance of the 1951 Convention, as the
primary refugee protection instrunment which, as anended by its 1967 Protocol,
sets out rights, including human rights, and ni ni mrum standards of treatnent
that apply to persons falling within its scope,

3. Recogni zi ng the inportance of other human rights and regi onal refugee
protection instrunents, including the 1969 Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) Convention governing the Specific Aspects of the Refugee Problemin
Africa and the 1984 Cartagena Decl aration, and recognizing also the

i nportance of the common European asylum system devel oped since the 1999
Tanpere European Council Conclusions, as well as the Programme of Action of
the 1996 Regional Conference to Address the Problens of Refugees, Displaced
Persons, O her Forms of Involuntary Displacement and Returnees in the
Countries of the Commpnweal th of | ndependent States and Rel evant Nei ghbouring
St at es,

4. Acknow edgi ng the continuing rel evance and resilience of this
international reginme of rights and principles, including at its core the
princi pl e of non-refoul ement, whose applicability is enmbedded in customary
i nternational |aw,

5. Comrendi ng the positive and constructive role played by refugee-hosting
countries and recognizing at the same time the heavy burden borne by sone,
particul arly devel opi ng countries and countries with economes in transition,
as well as the protracted nature of many refugee situations and the absence
of tinmely and safe sol utions,
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6. Taki ng note of conplex features of the evolving environnent in which
refugee protection has to be provided, including the nature of armed
conflict, ongoing violations of human rights and international humanitarian
law, current patterns of displacenent, nixed population flows, the high costs
of hosting | arge nunbers of refugees and asyl um seekers and of nmintaining
asyl um systenms, the grow h of associated trafficking and smuggling of

persons, the problens of safeguarding asylum systens agai nst abuse and of
excluding and returning those not entitled to or in need of internationa
protection, as well as the lack of resolution of |ong-standing refugee
situati ons,

7. Reaffirm ng that the 1951 Convention, as anended by the 1967 Protocol
has a central place in the international refugee protection reginme, and
believing also that this regime should be devel oped further, as appropriate,
in a way that conplenents and strengthens the 1951 Convention and its

Pr ot ocol

8. Stressing that respect by States for their protection responsibilities
towards refugees is strengthened by international solidarity involving al
menbers of the international conmunity and that the refugee protection regine
i s enhanced through conmitted international cooperation in a spirit of
solidarity and effective responsibility and burden-sharing anong all States,

Operative Paragraphs

1. Solemly reaffirmour conmtnent to inplenent our obligations under the
1951 Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol fully and effectively in accordance
wi th the object and purpose of these instrunents;

2. Reaf firm our continued commtnment, in recognition of the social and
humani tarian nature of the problem of refugees, to upholding the values and
principles enbodied in these instrunents, which are consistent with Article
14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, and which require respect
for the rights and freedons of refugees, international cooperation to resolve
their plight, and action to address the causes of refugee nmovenents, as well
as to prevent them inter alia, through the pronotion of peace, stability and
di al ogue, from beconmi ng a source of tension between States;

3. Recogni ze the inportance of pronoting universal adherence to the 1951
Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol, while acknow edging that there are
countries of asylum which have not yet acceded to these instruments and which
do continue generously to host |arge nunbers of refugees;

4. Encourage all States that have not yet done so to accede to the 1951
Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol, as far as possible wi thout reservation;

5. Al so encourage States Parties maintaining the geographical limtation
or other reservations to consider w thdraw ng them

6. Call upon all States, consistent with applicable internationa
standards, to take or continue to take nmeasures to strengthen asyl um and
render protection nore effective including through the adopti on and

i mpl ement ati on of national refugee |egislation and procedures for the
determ nation of refugee status and for the treatnent of asylum seekers and
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refugees, giving special attention to vul nerable groups and individuals with
speci al needs, including wonen, children and the el derly;

7. Call upon States to continue their efforts ainmed at ensuring the
integrity of the asyluminstitution, inter alia, by means of carefully
applying Articles 1F and 33 (2) of the 1951 Convention, in particular in
Iight of new threats and chal |l enges;

8. Reaffirmthe fundanental inportance of UNHCR as the nmultilatera
institution with the mandate to provide international protection to refugees
and to pronmpote durable solutions, and recall our obligations as State Parties
to cooperate with UNHCR in the exercise of its functions;

9. Urge all States to consider ways that may be required to strengthen the
i mpl ement ati on of the 1951 Convention and/or 1967 Protocol and to ensure

cl oser cooperation between States parties and UNHCR to facilitate UNHCR s
duty of supervising the application of the provisions of these instrunments;

10. Urge all States to respond pronptly, predictably and adequately to
fundi ng appeal s i ssued by UNHCR so as to ensure that the needs of persons
under the mandate of the Ofice of the High Conm ssioner are fully net;

11. Recogni ze the val uabl e contributions nade by many non- gover nnent a
organi zations to the well-being of asylumseekers and refugees in their
reception, counselling and care, in finding durable solutions based on ful
respect of refugees, and in assisting States and UNHCR to nmintain the
integrity of the international refugee protection regine, notably through
advocacy, as well as public awareness and information activities ained at
conbating racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance
and gai ning public support for refugees;

12. Comit ourselves to providing, within the framework of internationa
solidarity and burden-sharing, better refugee protection through
conmprehensive strategies, notably regionally and internationally, in order to
build capacity, in particular in developing countries and countries wth
econom es in transition, especially those which are hosting |arge-scale

i nfluxes or protracted refugee situations, and to strengthening response
mechani sms, so as to ensure that refugees have access to safer and better
conditions of stay and tinmely soluti ons to their problens;

13. Recogni ze that prevention is the best way to avoid refugee situations
and enphasi ze that the ultimte goal of international protection is to

achi eve a durable solution for refugees, consistent with the principle of
non-ref oul enent, and comend States that continue to facilitate these
solutions, notably voluntary repatriation and, where appropriate and
feasible, local integration and resettlenment, while recognizing that
voluntary repatriation in conditions of safety and dignity remains the
preferred solution for refugees;

14. Extend our gratitude to the Governnent and people of Switzerland for
generously hosting the Mnisterial Meeting of States Parties to the 1951
Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees.



