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The neeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

ANNUAL THEME: THE PURSU T AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SCLUTI ONS (agenda item 4)
(continued) (A AC. 96/863, A/ AC. 96/867 and A/ AC. 96/ 872)

1. M. ZAHRAN (Observer for Egypt) said that, as the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner was under growi ng pressure because of the current internationa
situation, international efforts should be nobilized and combi ned and

coordi nation inproved between the activities of the United Nations Hi gh
Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR), other United Nations bodies and
international institutions working in the humanitarian sector and the field of
human rights. Cooperation between regional and international organizations
shoul d al so be ensured.

2. Stressing the inportance of voluntary repatriation, he said that the
countries of origin should facilitate the return of refugees by restoring
confidence and inproving the conditions of reception. 1In view of the grow ng
conplexity of the refugee problemworldwi de, its root causes should be
addressed through the peaceful settlenent of disputes, in conformty with
Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations.

3. Some 6 million of the world's 13.2 mllion refugees were to be found

in Africa. Although positive results had been achieved in some countries,
such as Angol a, Liberia, Mzanbi que and parts of the Horn of Africa, the

Great Lakes region continued to be torn apart, and international and regiona
efforts to calmthe crisis and alleviate the suffering of the |ocal popul ation
must be stepped up. The international comunity had responded well to the
appeal s of the H gh Comm ssioner and the Departnent of Humanitarian

Affairs (DHA) in that respect.

4, Human rights observers had an inportant role to play in the monitoring
of respect for human rights, the investigation of crines against humanity and
the pronpt prosecution of persons accused of such crimes. Their activities
enabl ed refugees and di spl aced persons to be repatriated as quickly as
possi bl e, and under conditions of security. |In so far as its resources

perm tted, Egypt had taken part in those efforts by sending such itens as
medi ci ne, medi cal equi pnent and vacci nes.

5. In the fornmer Yugoslavia, UNHCR had to help nmore than 4 mllion refugees
and di spl aced or bel eaguered persons. On behalf of the Egyptian Government,
he praised the Office for its work, as |ead agency, in coordinating the
activities of the humanitarian institutions and organi zations involved. The
situation of Bosnian civilians and refugees had i nproved remarkably thanks to
political initiatives at the international level, particularly the conclusion
of the Dayton peace accords and the recent elections in Bosnia and

Her zegovina. All the parties concerned would be sure to respect those accords
and the election results, thereby facilitating the peaceful return, and
conpensation, of the refugees and di splaced persons. UNHCR s role during and
after the inplenentation of the peace accords was certainly no | ess inportant
than the humanitarian activities it had carried out during the period of arned
conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina. |In that connection, the persons accused
of crimes against humanity should be brought to trial as soon as possible so
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as to encourage peaceful coexistence and reconciliation and reconstruction
The Egypti an people had denponstrated their solidarity with the victins of the
war in Bosnia by contributing to the collection organized by the Egyptian Red
Crescent Society in cooperation with the Egyptian authorities.

6. Flexibility should be shown in dealing with groups which did not cone
under the definition of refugees contained in the 1951 Convention relating

to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol. The Convention of the

Organi zation of African States (OAU) governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee
Problems in Africa, which took regional realities and inperatives into
account, had proven effective vis-a-vis the particular problens of Africa in
the field. Another relevant instrunent was the Cairo Declaration on the
protection of refugees and di splaced persons in the Arab world, which had been
drawn up in Novenber 1992 by a group of Arab experts in cooperation with the
International Institute of Humanitarian Law. More recently, following its
Sept enber 1995 conference, the Institute had published the San Renp
Declaration, entitled “United for the Respect of Humanitarian Law’, which
cont ai ned inportant recomrendations dealing in particular with i ssues under
UNHCR s mandate. The Institute’s twenty-first Round Table, held in

Sept enber 1996, had focused on the consequences of arnmed conflicts as a

humani tarian chal |l enge, taking into consideration the distress of the refugees
and the role played by UNHCR. That was an exanple of effective cooperation
bet ween UNHCR and a non-governnental organization (NGO, and he hoped it would
not be the only one.

7. M. MOMANYI (Observer for Kenya) said that the thene of the pursuit and
i npl enmentation of solutions was a tinely one, for the global refugee crisis
had assumed al armi ng proportions.

8. Wth nearly 8 mllion refugees and several mllion returnees and

di spl aced persons, Africa accounted for nore than half the world' s tota

flows of such persons. The root causes of the phenomenon shoul d be exam ned
critically. Experience had shown that popul ati on di spl acements and refugee
flows were essentially caused by man, through political, religious, ethnic or
econom c conflicts, to which should be added fam ne, insecurity, human rights
vi ol ations, violence and environnental degradation. |In East Africa, including
Kenya, refugee problens were dealt with froma regional perspective, but
conflict prevention was essential to durable solutions.

9. Ref ugees were all the nore likely to choose voluntary repatriation if
they were assured of help in restoring their country’ s war-torn economy. The
ear mar ki ng of econom c resources to, and the devel opment of margi nal zones
were al so essential ingredients for prevention, but such measures required
that States denonstrate political will and respect for fundamental human
rights.

10. Local integration was another solution to the refugee problem and Kenya
woul d continue to fulfil its international obligations in that regard;

however, it did not have the capacity to absorb all those claimng refugee
status. As to resettlement, his country wel coned the steps taken by the
Australian, Canadian, United States, Italian and other Governnents to admt
refugees from Kenya. The United States Governnment had recently provided two
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of the nost vul nerable Somali refugee groups with opportunities for
resettl enent; he appealed for the resettlenent of two other groups, which
were equal ly vul nerabl e.

11. The host countries' socio-econom c infrastructure and environment were
suffering fromthe popul ati on di spl acenents. Kenya, two thirds of whose
territory had been classified as unproductive |land, had had its environment
destroyed in the refugee hosting areas. Thanks to the German CGovernnent,
particularly the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GIZ), trees had been
planted in and around the refugee canps and the refugees had been encouraged
to use | owenergy neans of cooking and to | ook after the plants and trees.

GTZ had al so endeavoured to establish close cooperation with | ocal NGGs,

regi onal authorities and the inhabitants of the zones concerned.

12. Kenya was sparing no effort to find lasting solutions to the refugee
probl em encourage dialogue and facilitate the channelling of humanitarian
aid to those nost in need of it. Unfortunately, its infrastructure had been
heavily | oaded and the country's principal trunk road had been badly danmaged
by heavy lorry traffic. Kenya was al so an advance post for humanitarian
relief and aid operations in Rwanda, the Sudan and Sonmalia, and served as the
pl ace of refuge for humanitarian aid staff evacuated for security reasons.

13. Referring to the fact that UNHCR was taking care of a small nunber
of refugees of Kenyan origin in Ethiopia, he pointed out that that was a
cross-border issue and that nenbers of the refugees' communities of origin
were constantly crossing the Kenyan-Ethi opi an border in both directions.

14. He expressed his gratitude to UNHCR, the World Food Progranme (WP),
the Wndl e Charitable Trust, the Hugh Pilkington Charitable Trust of the
United Kingdom Care Kenya, the World Lutheran Federation, the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC), Doctors without Borders Bel gium and al
the main actors for their continuing support to the 250,000 refugees his
country had taken in.

15. M. OUEDRAOGO (Ohserver for Burkina Faso) said that the Executive
Conmittee had before it a draft restructuring plan which would mark the
work of its forty-seventh session. He was concerned at the division of the
Regi onal Bureau for Africa into three different operating units; it risked
affecting the circulation of information not only anong those units but
especially between them and the UNHCR progranme recipient countries.

16. The political situation in Africa, a continent wacked by open or | atent
conflicts and by political, social and ethnic troubles, remained a matter of
great concern. It inevitably led to a problem of ever-increasing nunbers of

refugees - a problemthat continued to intensify and expand.

17. The UNHCR Executive Conmittee had chosen the pursuit and inplenentation
of solutions as the working thenme for its forty-seventh session. It was

in that spirit that the Governnent of Burkina Faso was working within the
framewor k of regional structures such as the Organization of African Unity
and subregional structures such as the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOMAS) or the Council of the Entente and at the bilateral level to
put a stop to the refugee problem It was in that same spirit that the Heads
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of State of the ECOMS Committee of Nine on Liberia, of which Burkina Faso was
a menber, had nmet in August 1996 to attenpt to resolve the Liberian crisis.

To that end the Conmunity woul d need assistance fromthe internationa
conmunity, as the size of its Cease-fire Mnitoring G oup (ECOMOG woul d have
to increase from8,000 to 18,000 nen. Sufficient material and financia
resources were also needed to ensure disarnmanent, demlitarization and the
quartering of troops, all of which were prerequisites to the denocratic peace
process in Liberia.

18. Furt hernore, Burkina Faso, under the aegis of its President, continued
to take initiatives and to offer contributions, advice and nediation to
countries where conflicts were in progress, such as Sierra Leone, Liberia and
the countries of the Great Lakes region, or that had undergone periods of
difficulty, such as Mali and Niger. Wth regard to the Malian and Nigerian
refugees in Burkina Faso, his Governnent had signed two tripartite
repatriation agreenents in the hope that the voluntary repatriation of the
tens of thousands of refugees it was harbouring would entail no major

probl ems. He thanked the international conmunity for its assistance to those
ref ugees.

19. The refugee problem was fundanentally a question to be dealt with at the
political, econom c and social levels. UNHCR nmight wish to study it in all
those aspects, with the participation of conpetent experts, including
representatives of refugees. |In the final analysis, there could be no durable
solution to the refugee problem w thout stronger econom c structures and

i mproved living conditions in the countries and regions of origin. For the
time being, Burkina Faso reaffirmed its willingness to remain a host country
and to cooperate with the Hi gh Commi ssioner in the pursuit of durable
solutions to the problens of refugees and displaced persons. He thanked the
Hi gh Commi ssi oner for having appointed and installed a representative in

Bur ki na Faso.

20. M. ALIC (Observer for Bosnia and Herzegovina) said that his country,
which did not wish to be a burden on the international comunity, appreciated
the humani tarian aid so generously provided under extremely difficult
circunstances. His country’s objective was, and nust be, to achi eve autononmny,
but the fact remained that the current situation made humanitarian aid

i ndi spensable. Industry was functioning at only 8 per cent of its pre-war
capacity; there were 900, 000 unenpl oyed and nore than 11,000 invalids in the
civilian popul ation al one, not to nmention the famlies of soldiers who had
been killed in conbat, children who had | ost their parents, elderly persons
and ot her vul nerabl e persons for whomthere were no suitable socia

programes. Many of the wonen who had beconme their famlies' sole support
during the war still fulfilled that role; they, along with the many
denobi |l i zed sol di ers throughout the country, constituted special socia
categories requiring the establishnent of programmes for their specific needs.
The extent of those problens called for a conprehensive approach and the rapid
i mpl enment ati on of wi de-rangi ng programmes.

21. It would be wong to think, as sone people did, that peace and denocracy
were enough in thenselves to resolve the social, economc and politica

probl ems faced by a society as conplex as Bosnia and Herzegovi na. The
intrinsic link between reconstruction and repatriation must be recogni zed.
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It was essential to create the conditions that would enable the refugees and
di spl aced persons to return to their homes. Wth the end of the war, the
structure of assistance nust be nodified. Enmergency aid nust give way to the
reconstruction of infrastructure and the inplenentation of social programmes
that would facilitate the return of the refugees and di splaced persons. As
reconstruction and repatriation were not taking place at the expected pace,
current hurmanitarian aid programes nust be pursued, not to say strengthened,
especially as wi nter was approaching.

22. To recommend a reduction in aid on the grounds that peace had been
restored was not consonant with the realities in the field. Internationa
aid met only a fraction of the total population's real needs. 1In 1996, for

exanpl e, foreign aid had actually covered I ess than one fifth of the food and
nutritional needs. The grow ng gap between expected and actual results could
not fail to have social and psychol ogi cal repercussions. The war was over,
but the situation rermained fragile and unstable and demanded concerted action
as well as the support of the United Nations system the Miltinationa

| mpl ement ation Force (1 FOR) and NGOCs.

23. There were currently nore than a mllion refugees from Bosnia and

Her zegovi na scattered throughout the world, and nore than 60 per cent of the
total popul ati on of Bosnia and Herzegovina had left its original place of
resi dence. What Bosnia and Herzegovi na demanded and desired was the voluntary
return of all those people. Repatriation was necessary not only to ensure
respect for one of the fundanental human rights, or as a pre-condition for
reconstruction and the return to normalcy, but al so because, without it,

the ethnic cleansing that had given rise to the exodus woul d sonmehow be
legitimzed. H s Governnment was grateful to all those countries that had
taken in its nationals, and to UNHCR for the aid it had continued to provide
to di spl aced persons. Bosnia and Herzegovina now called on the internationa
comunity to help it create the conditions conducive to those persons
returning hone.

24, The peopl e of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, who were skilled and

wel | -educat ed, had the capacity and the will to reconstruct their country and
create a denocratic civil society that recogni zed human rights and fundanenta
freedons. The country did not need pilot projects, but rather an ambitious
programe conducive to repatriation and reconstruction and a snooth transition
fromenergency aid to devel opnent. That neant that certain steps would have
to be taken. The first would be to encourage a climate of reconciliation; the
second, to strengthen current UNHCR efforts to pronmote freedom of novenent;
the third, to expedite inplenentation of |and-m ne-awareness and dem ni ng
canmpaigns in order to facilitate the process of return and prevent further
loss of life; and the fourth, to set up conpensation and reconstruction
programes that woul d enabl e the displaced persons to return to their homnes
and to restore property to its original owners.

25. He regretted that, during the crisis which had beset his country, the
United Nations system and international NGOs had not done their utnost to help
t he popul ation help itself. In that connection, he called on UNHCR, ot her
institutions and donor countries to expand the ongoi ng programres ai med at
setting up | ocal NGOs and strengthening those already in existence, at
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ensuring the on-the-job training of |ocal |eaders and field workers, and at
di ssem nating information in the Bosnian | anguage that could help the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina in their effort to reconstruct and nmake a better
future for their children.

26. M. ABALO (QObserver for Benin) commended the Hi gh Commi ssioner for the
smoot h i npl enentati on of her programre, thanks to which the problens caused by
the influx of refugees into Benin had been resolved. Wen, in 1993, Togol ese
refugees had arrived en masse, first at the border villages and then in
Benin's major cities, his country's authorities had unstintingly given them
shelter and new hope. Cbservant of the international conventions to which it
was a party, Benin had refrained fromrefouling or expelling people who feared
for their safety. Benin wi shed to thank the many organi zati ons, including
UNHCR, that had helped it to provide those refugees with emergency aid in the
form of food and nedi ci ne.

27. In addition to the Togol ese, 14,000 of whomwere still in canps and host
fam lies, Benin was host to many other refugees, including Nigerians fromthe
Qgoni et hnic group, Zairians, Canerooni ans, Burundi ans, Rwandans, Chadi ans,
Sri Lankans, Al gerians and Sudanese. New strategies were therefore needed,

as well as courageous and concrete action, to enable Benin to cope with the
situation. Despite the cooperation of the international community, problens
remained in two areas: the voluntary repatriation of refugees wi shing to
return to their honeland and the resettlenment of those who remained in Benin
on the one hand, and the resources needed and the strategi c managenent of

t hose resources, on the other

28. Wth regard to voluntary repatriation, the joint programe being

i mpl emented by UNHCR, Benin and Togo was bearing fruit: nore than

105, 000 Togol ese refugees had returned home. To encourage the return of those
refugees who were still undeci ded, that progranme shoul d be strengthened
particularly by financing inconme- and savi ngs-generating comunity-I|eve

m cro-projects. Regarding the strategic resources needed to attain the

obj ectives, the large nunber of refugees - al nost 20,000 people - posed a
problem The resources nmade available to the National Coordinating Body for
Assi stance to Refugees should be reviewed so that that body could neet its

obl i gati ons under the voluntary repatriation progranme.

29. Anmong his Government's priority actions were semnars and training for
staff assigned to the refugee programme, pronotion of public awareness of
Benin's humanitarian activities and establishment of a systemfor rapid
conmuni cati on between the persons responsible for the refugees' security. He
hoped that the related activities of the international comunity woul d soon
bear fruit.

30. M. MOHAMEDOU (Observer for Mauritania) paid tribute to the Hi gh
Commi ssi oner and her coll eagues for their sonmetimes dangerous m ssions on
behal f of refugees, whose nunbers continued to grow. It was true that the

i nternational situation rermained expl osive and that arned conflicts in certain
countries were still forcing people to flee so that by early 1996 the refugee
total had reached 26.1 mllion. The refugee problem which was acquiring

di sastrous proportions, left no continent unscathed.
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31. The theme of the current session - the pursuit and inplenmentation of
solutions - was of great inportance for all populations. The Executive
Conmittee should study durable solutions with a view to discouragi ng exodus,
establishing efficient warning systens, preventing fresh popul ation

pl acenents, organizing and supervising refugees in host countries so as to
prevent environnental damage, setting up parallel food-distribution programres
of mcro-projects for host-country popul ati ons, and ensuring pronpt initiation
of special programmes for the reintegration of refugees who returned to their
country of origin.

32. As at 7 COctober 1996, contributions to the UNHCR budget represented
only 59.6 per cent of the expected total. The attention of the internationa
comunity should be drawn to the gravity of that situation. He called on the
principal donors to make additional contributions in order to stem and
lastingly to resolve the refugee problem

33. M. ALEEM (Sudan) said that his country, which had been an active nmenber
of the Conmittee for nore than a quarter of a century, w shed to open a new
page in the history of its cooperation with UNHCR  The refugee situation

pl aced a very heavy burden on the Sudanese Governnment and people: destruction
of the environnment, constant pressure on the infrastructure, political and
soci al consequences and conflict with | ocal populations. According to a 1988
United Nations report, international aid to the Sudan covered only 30 per cent
of the country's actual refugee-related expenses. His Governnent had asked
UNHCR to carry out an in-depth survey of all the refugees in the Sudan in
order to assess their real inpact on national resources.

34. Once the CGovernnent had perceived the international comunity's |ack of
interest in the fate of the refugees in the Sudan, it had invited UNHCR seni or
management to visit the country and see the real conditions in the canps.
During his visit in March 1996, the Deputy Hi gh Conm ssioner had becone
acquainted with the refugee assi stance programres; that visit should pave
the way to better relations with UNHCR. In Sudan's opinion, voluntary
repatriation under conditions of dignity and security was the best solution
Wthin the framework of the tripartite agreenents between the Sudan, UNHCR
and the countries concerned, 12,996 Chadi an refugees and nore than

300, 000 Et hi opi ans had been repatriated. Arrangenments had al so been

made for the repatriation of 409 Syrians.

35. As it had proved inpossible to reach a sinmlar agreenent with Eritrea,
Sudan had attenpted to conclude a bilateral agreement with UNHCR for the
repatriation of 500,000 Eritrean refugees. Experience had shown, however,
that success in voluntary repatriation did not cone easily, as the situation
had first to change in the country of origin: Sudan had experienced a refl ux
of Eritrean returnees. Refugee protection nust be assured, even if issues of
sovereignty in the countries of origin nade that difficult.

36. H s del egati on was astoni shed at the accusations contained in the
statenment of the Observer for Eritrea. Sudan, having adopted an open-doors
policy, had admitted nore than a million refugees over a 30-year period.
UNHCR was wel | aware that Sudan had placed many facilities (education, health,



A/ AC. 96/ SR. 511
page 9

soci al services and even |land) at the refugee's disposal and had allowed them
to move freely within its territory. Despite all that, the Eritreans were
accusi ng Sudan of pillage and rape, acts which were forbidden by the religion
of the Sudanese. His delegation rejected those accusations and the associ ated
def amat ory and irresponsi bl e statenents.

37. Sudan was not opposed to the voluntary repatriation of refugees. On the
contrary, it was ready to sign inmediately a tripartite agreenent with Eritrea
and UNHCR, especially as the Eritrean refugees were refusing to repatriate

wi t hout security guarantees. Furthernore, UNHCR had commended Sudan for its
unhesitating cooperation with the Ethiopian refugees. FEritrea, by contrast,
had not been in the | east cooperative, resorting to dilatory tactics so as

to hinder the refugees’ return. FEritrea in fact wished to exploit the

i nternational comunity, undoubtedly in order to finance its mlitary

advent ures.

38. Hi s del egation wished to stress that there had been positive

devel opnents in his country, creating a climte conducive to the refugees’
return. Elections to the National Council had been held and steps had been
taken to guarantee peace. The peace agreenment signed with the rebel groups,
in particular fromsouthern Sudan, had pernitted sonme refugees to return
UNHCR and the host countries were welconme to send representatives to Sudan
to see the situation for thenselves. Sudan, in turn, would like to send
representatives to those countries to convince the Sudanese refugees to
return hone.

39. Sudan had repeatedly brought up the fate of Sudanese children ki dnapped
by the rebels. UNHCR, however, seemed to be losing interest, basing its
position on reports fromits staff that denied the reality of the situation
UNHCR shoul d re-exanine the matter objectively and neutrally. As to the

di spl aced persons, his del egation had studied the proposal on internationa
protection, as well as Econom c and Social Council resolution 1995/56, which
called on UNHCR to protect refugees. 1In Sudan's view, that solution, besides
possibly conplicating relations between UNHCR and the Governments of the
countries of origin, would have a najor financial inmpact on UNHCR, whose
resources were already |inited.

40. Hi s country undertook to respect the regional and internationa
agreements and to find durable solutions to the problem particularly

t hrough the voluntary repatriation of refugees. He called on UNHCR and the
i nternational comunity to support projects on behalf of the refugees and
di spl aced persons.

41. M. BENJELLOUN-TOUI M (Morocco) said that his del egation shared the
concern for efficiency, transparency and responsibility evinced by UNHCR
during its efforts to restructure and adopt new worki ng met hods. The deci sion
to del egate greater authority to the field nust not, however, harmthe
essential central functions. Adapting programmes to the needs of each
situation was a practical and rational approach likely to inprove results,
notw t hstandi ng the scanty resources available to UNHCR. Mrocco wel coned

the conpl etion of Project Del phi and the progress made in following it up.
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42. UNHCR shoul d pursue its activities in Bosnia and Herzegovi na and Rwanda.
The concl usi on of the Conprehensive Plan of Action for |Indochinese refugees,
and the reconciliation achieved in Mzanbi que were as encouragi ng for the

i nternational comunity as for UNHCR.

43. Since Mdrocco’s 1995 appeal for UNHCR to re-exam ne the case of the
Sahraoui s in the Tindouf canps, close consultations had been held with senior
UNHCR managemnent to consider how the Ofice could fully inplenment its mandate.
Hi s del egati on was encouraged by the sincere w llingness and open-ni ndedness
shown by UNHCR in that connection. The exchange of views was continuing, and
Morocco wel coned UNHCR s conmmitnent to establish a conprehensive progranme
adapted to the region, one which would take full account of the reality in the
field and of the need to pronmpte sol utions.

44, The choice of “the pursuit and inplenmentation of solutions” as the
annual thenme for 1996 echoed Morocco’s concerns. The international comunity
and UNHCR believed that voluntary repatriation was far and away the nost
desirabl e solution. For Mrocco, it was not inconpatible with the plan to
resol ve the situation of the Sahraouis in the Tindouf canmps to give themthe
option of returning to their honmes, providing their choice was voluntary.

Most of the popul ati on of the Sahara which was to take part in the referendum
was |ocated in the territory of the Sahara. Consequently, all those who woul d
henceforth be returning to their homes with the hel p of UNHCR coul d, when the
time came, exercise that right freely, on the sanme footing as those who had
never left. The international comunity and UNHCR were rightly insisting on
the conditions of return, which must be decent and dignified. Mrocco had
consistently called for return. It had also taken care to explain all the
constitutional guarantees - which had recently been strengthened - and the

| egal and international guarantees offered to the Sahraouis in the Tindouf

canps. They for their part, had always wel comed the call, despite their
dramatic situation. Some of the Sahraouis who had returned to Morocco had
borne arms agai nst the country but were now a part of national |ife. Mrocco

had given its agreenent in principle to the establishnment of a UNHCR office in
Laayoune in order to stress that fact and to facilitate the repatriation of

ot her Sahraouis in the Tindouf canps who mght wish to return home. Conscious
of the close link between repatriation and reintegration on the one hand and
devel opnent on the other, Mrocco had been endeavouring for nore than 20 years
to raise the soci o-econom c and cultural |evel of the Sahara. |t considered

t he popul ati on of the Tindouf canps to be Mdiroccan and woul d therefore not

wi sh their situation to be even nore difficult than it already was.
Neverthel ess, it was duty-bound to ensure that humanitarian aid reached its

i ntended beneficiaries and was not diverted. That was why it had wel coned the
creation of a UNHCR branch office in Tindouf and hoped that an internationa

of ficial would soon be designated to head it. The choice of the annual thene
for the forty-seventh session could only be interpreted as a refusal by the

i nternational comunity to accept the status quo. Mrocco encouraged UNHCR to
show even greater resolve in seeking appropriate |ong-term solutions, the npst
desirabl e of which was none other than voluntary repatriation

45, Ms. MAIWAND OLUM_ (Cbserver for Afghanistan) said that, while the
Af ghan peopl e had al ways fought on behalf of civilization, |iberty, justice,
peace and humen rights, the mlitia installed in Kabul were attenpting to
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i npose their own ideas and new principles in order to break up Afghani stan and
not merely to deter Afghan refugees fromreturning honme, but also to encourage
further internal popul ation displacenents.

46. The Hi gh Commi ssi oner had expressed the hope that the repatriation of

Af ghan refugees would begin with the com ng-to-power of the woul d-be new
authorities in Kabul. The world seened to have forgotten the methods those
mlitia had used to seize power illegally in so short a time, after procuring
the | atest weapons and establishing thenselves by force in various parts of
the country. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner’s hope would surely remain vain. Those
mlitia, who were supported from abroad, had pronul gated barbaric |laws totally
contrary to all human rights. Indiscrimnately massacring anyone found guilty
under their “Islamic | aws”, persecuting and torturing wonen, they denmonstrated
total disregard for the Charter of the United Nations, fundamental freedons
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. God only knew what they woul d
be capabl e of once they had succeeded in sow ng anarchy everywhere. The High
Council of the Islanmc State of Afghani stan had strongly condemed their
tyranny and reactionary attitudes, and the international comunity should do
i kewi se. According to the UNHCR Chargé de M ssion in Kabul, shops were

cl osed, the streets were deserted and the residents were fleeing the capita

en masse. Considering the treatnent awaiting themthere, what Afghan refugees
dare so nmuch as contenplate returning to, or residing in the region? To
encourage themto do so would be contrary to the very mandate of UNHCR, under
whose Statute the provision of international protection was indissolubly
linked to the pursuit of durable solutions.

47. M. N GORAN (Observer for Cote d' lvoire) said that, while voluntary
repatriation renmained the best solution, its realization, |like that of
resettlement in third countries, depended on often uncontrollable factors.
The only possibility for the refugee was then to live in the country of
asylum whether he was assinilated there or not. That was what was happeni ng
in Cote d Ivoire, which hoped to enact |egislation that would enabl e sone
refugees to be integrated. |In that regard, his country, having obtained the
consent of UNHCR, planned to register the refugees in order to issue them
identity cards. Cdte d'lvoire was officially host to some 400,000 Liberian
refugees, 305,000 of whomlived in an area conprising the entire western part
of the country - not in canps, but mixed in with the population. For a |ong
time, Cote d Ivoire had officially rejected the notion of refugee and spoken
only of “brothers in distress”, which was why 40 per cent of the popul ation
was conposed of immigrants. It was especially to protect the refugees, who
lived on close terns with the popul ation, fromthe nmovenents of Liberian
rebels that the Government had instituted a mlitary operations zone in the
west of the country which included the refugees’ hosting area. Unfortunately,
the Ivorian authorities did not have the resources to manage that zone, which
was why they were asking UNHCR to share the costs of maintaining security
there. The establishnment of that zone should in no case be considered as

a sign of a new policy towards the refugees. Continuation of the current
policy - which it had to be admtted, was no |onger universally accepted
within the country - would depend on the success of the nmission assigned to
the zone. It was therefore incunbent on the international comunity to help
Coéte d Ivoire take up the chall enge
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48. Preventive neasures were certainly needed to ensure refugee protection
The prime requirenent, however, was for strategies that would offer thema

m ni mum of well-being so as to keep themfromconmtting crimnal acts.

Coéte d' Ivoire having undertaken to refine its food-aid coverage, about

124,000 refugees woul d be excluded fromit. Persons who, according to
surveys, could becone self-sufficient would not actually do so unless they
wer e hel ped and supported. Unfortunately, the prom sed assi stance had not
been forthcom ng, and reserves were inadequate. To date, the only

i ncome-generating projects had been mcro-projects and agricultural projects.
The success of comercial mcro-enterprises depended on the purchasi ng power
of the target groups: the people in the hosting area were for the nost part
refugees, and therefore indigent. Even if the projects did get under way,
when supply exceeded denmand the traders would be forced to sell at a | oss and
woul d end up bankrupt. Mcro-projects did not, therefore, necessarily lead to
sel f-sufficiency. For their part, agricultural projects required that new

| and be cl eared and endangered the environnent. The sudden massive arrival of
refugees, who in some |ocalities outnunbered Ivorians, had caused a profound

i mbal ance in avail able natural resources. |In addition, the hosting area
contai ned industrial plantations, so that the availability of arable |and

was already |inmted.

49. The Liberian refugees could therefore not be confined to agricultura
activities and small businesses. Hi s Government was proposing to create jobs
in the hosting area by undertaking major public works with the hel p of the

i nternational comunity. The projects would be a part of regional and | oca
devel opnent programres. They would facilitate nmovenent and communi cation
within the zone, contributing to the inhabitants' security and well -being.

50. The innovative solution adopted by Coéte d' lvoire - integration of the
refugees into the lIvorian population - entailed constraints which should
not be lost sight of. It was difficult for his country to ensure refugee

protection at a tine when food aid was suffering drastic reductions and

i ncome-generating projects were not producing the desired results.

Cote d Ivoire therefore appealed to the international comunity as a whol e
to help it pursue its novel policy with regard to the Liberian refugees.

51. M. MGUL (Observer for Djibouti) said that, despite certain
repatriation operations that had |l ed to durable solutions, the refugee problem
had never been as serious as in recent years, especially as concerned the
granting of asylum and the physical protection of refugees. The internationa
comunity nust give its full support to the host countries that, regardl ess of
their own political, econonmc and social difficulties, were taking in hundreds
of thousands or even mllions of refugees.

52. Dji bouti had been admitting successive waves of refugees for

about 20 years. A large-scale operation for the repatriation of Ethiopian
refugees had been undertaken with the assistance of UNHCR. Canps in Djibout
still contained about 20,000 Somalian and several hundred Ethiopian refugees.
Those peopl e were being | ooked after by UNHCR, but tens of thousands of
others had settled in the city of Djibouti, causing serious environnenta
degradation. Refugees accounted for sonme 23 per cent of his country's
popul ati on. The weak social infrastructure was being subjected to unbearable
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pressure and could no | onger neet the needs of the Djiboutians. He sincerely
believed that, in tandemw th repatriation, the solution lay in instituting
devel opnent programres in the region of origin.

53. The probl em of the Ethiopian refugees had perhaps been solved, but, in
view of the deteriorating situation in their region of origin, north-western
Somal ia, that was not the case of the problemof the Somalian refugees. For
the majority of those refugees who lived in the city of Djibouti, and for the
Dji boutian fanm lies affected by the economic crisis, the situation was
increasingly difficult to bear. Accordingly, Dibouti formally requested
UNHCR to do as it had done for the Ethiopian refugees living in the city of
Dji bouti and to plan to transfer 15,000 to 20,000 Sonumlian refugees to canps
in 1997 in order to alleviate their suffering.

54. The civil war having been over for alnost two years, nore
t han 15, 000 di spl aced persons had spontaneously returned to their regions of
origin. As to the approximtely 2,000 Djiboutian refugees still in Ethiopia

a Djiboutian del egati on, acconpani ed by a representative of the UNHCR Dji bout
office, was in Ethiopia in order to proceed with their identification and to
plan a repatriation project. The Governnent formally requested UNHCR to
prepare a multisectoral assistance and resettlenment programe for the nore
than 15, 000 Dji boutian spontaneous returnees and the 50,000 persons displ aced
within the country in the wake of the devastating fratricidal conflict.

In addition, note should be taken of the precariousness of the recent

Dji bouti-to-Ethiopia repatriation operations.

55. Popul ati on di spl acenents had basically econonic causes. UNHCR and
the international conmunity should henceforth give priority to devel opnent
programmes in the countries of origin. In the pursuit and inplenentation

of lasting solutions, regional institutions such as the |Intergovernnenta
Aut hority on Drought and Devel opnent (I GADD) could, with the support of

i nternational organizations, plan for, nmanage and sol ve refugee-generating
conflicts.

56. M. WLLYBI RO SAKO (Cbserver for the Central African Republic) said
that, since the early days of independence, his country had hosted refugees,
nmost of themfromcentral Africa, but others from West Africa, East Africa
or southern Africa. Despite the diversity of their cultural and Iinguistic
origins, they had been able to integrate rapidly into the country’s

soci 0o-econom ¢ structures thanks to the capacity for assimlation of the
Central Africans.

57. The Central African Republic, which had ratified the internationa
conventions on refugees, had set up its own managenment structure, the Nationa
Conmi ssion for Refugees, which had | ong been cooperating with UNHCR. A
sub-conm ssion was in charge of considering requests for asylum

58. Hi s country accorded the sanme treatment to refugees as to its own
citizens. The refugees could use social infrastructures and arable [and free
of charge and al so had ready access to comercial activities. 1t had none the

| ess been necessary to create reception sites, because of the |arge nunber of
ref ugees from nei ghbouring countries.
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59. Thanks to the help of the international comunity, coordinated by
UNHCR, the Central African Republic had admtted and continued to admt
asyl um seekers. Despite the econonic, social and humanitarian probl ens
engendered by the presence of displaced persons, the Governnent woul d not
change its policy towards refugees.

60. Pl aces in educational institutions were needed for nore than half the
refugee popul ati on. Because of the conditions set by UNHCR for the granting
of schol arships not all the demand for such assistance could be nmet, and sone
refugees had therefore submitted applications to the Central African
authorities, which had been unable to respond favourably due to the difficult
econom ¢ situation. That situation had occasi oned serious unrest and so |ed
to the depl oynent of security forces in the cities. Secondary and primary
schools, on the other hand, renmained open to the refugee popul ation. The
conti nui ng novenent of refugees to the cities in search of work was
aggravating the enpl oynent problem

61. In view of those difficulties, his country believed it preferable to
practi se prevention and had therefore invested in preventive diplomacy at the
subregional level, as testified by the recent conclusion of a non-aggression
pact among the countries of central Africa. However, because that comm tnent
did not shield the Central African Republic fromfurther influxes of refugees,
his Governnent appealed to the United Nations for greater nobilization for

gl obal peace and for the opening of sufficient credits not only to prevent
internal conflicts and popul ati on di spl acenents, but also to conbat worl dw de
poverty, which was the principal source of discontent and power struggles. He
paid tribute to the Hi gh Conm ssioner for her past and continuing role as

nmedi ator in Chad and other countries.

62. The Central African Republic, believing that its efforts to solve the

refugee problens in the subregi on deserved to be encouraged and supported,
called for a special programme of international assistance to that end.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




