
BURUNDI

Working environment

� The context

Despite expectations of improvements, the political situation in
Burundi has remained tense, and the population has continued
to suffer from armed attacks. Human rights organizations and
the media have reported arbitrary arrests, torture and
extra-judicial killings. The tense security environment does not
help an economy ravaged by high inflation and frequent
scarcities of imported commodities.

The scale of organized repatriation of Burundian refugees
from neighbouring countries has not matched expectations for
2010-2011. The number of Congolese refugees hosted in Burundi
has remained stable, with new arrivals balancing departures for

voluntary repatriation, following the 2009 Tripartite Agreement
between Burundi, UNHCR and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC).

Burundi is a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its
1967 Protocol, as well as the 1969 OAU Convention governing
the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa. The
Government of Burundi has also indicated its readiness to sign
the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness before
the end of 2011. This will help UNHCR to tackle the issue of
some 1,500 people of Omani origin who are at risk of
statelessness.

There are some 150,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs)
living in settlements in Burundi. UNHCR has been supporting
the Government in starting a profiling exercise in 2011 that
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TYPE OF
POPULATION ORIGIN

JAN 2012 DEC 2012 - JAN 2013 DEC 2013

TOTAL
IN COUNTRY

OF WHOM ASSISTED
BY UNHCR

TOTAL
IN COUNTRY

OF WHOM ASSISTED
BY UNHCR

TOTAL
IN COUNTRY

OF WHOM ASSISTED
BY UNHCR

Refugees
DRC 29,900 29,900 33,400 33,400 36,000 36,000

Rwanda 400 400 250 250 250 250

Asylum-seekers
DRC 8,400 8,400 4,700 4,700 1,650 1,650

Rwanda 400 400 100 100 50 50

Returnees (refugees) Burundi 31,000 31,000 20,000 20,000 3,000 3,000

IDPs Burundi 157,170 157,170 - - - -

Total 227,270 227,270 58,450 58,450 40,950 40,950



should lead to the establishment of an action plan towards
durable solutions in 2012.

� The needs

An estimated 30,300 refugees and 8,000 asylum-seekers in
Burundi will be in need of assistance in 2012. Assistance will also
be required by some 20,000 Burundian refugees expected to
return home, mainly from the United Republic of Tanzania and
from the DRC. The planned closure at the end of 2011 of Mtabila
Camp in Tanzania, host to some 37,000 Burundian refugees,
might also result in the return of most of the camp residents, and
have a significant impact on the scale of reintegration activities
planned for 2012-2013.

Reintegration activities are therefore being planned for some
38,500 Burundian returnees in 2012. The most vulnerable
returnees are those who have no access to land. Needs arising
from land disputes will be addressed in close collaboration with
local implementing partners and the Commission Nationale des
Terres et autres Biens (CNTB), the Government’s land
commission. Most displaced persons face problems similar to
those of all Burundians: food insecurity, lack of access to basic
services, crime and banditry.

Strategy and activities

UNHCR will protect and assist some 30,300 refugees and 8,800
asylum-seekers in camps and in urban areas. It will respond to
basic needs, take measures to prevent sexual and gender-based
violence, reinforce the self-sufficiency of refugees and help the

Government to improve registration procedures. UNHCR will
also implement its policy on urban refugees. Programmes
promoting sustainable repatriation, reintegration and
resettlement will also receive priority. If necessary, a fourth camp
will be established in 2012 to ensure the proper care of some
3,000 newly arrived refugees.

Although the departure rate of Congolese refugees staying in
camps and in urban areas in Burundi has remained low since the
beginning of the repatriation operation in October 2010,
UNHCR plans to support the voluntary return of some 3,000 of
them in 2012. The political situation in the DRC and the
prevailing security situation will play a decisive role in decisions
to return. UNHCR will aim to facilitate the resettlement of some
350 refugees in 2012 and a further 400 in 2013, on medical and
protection grounds.

In 2012, UNHCR is planning to assist the voluntary
repatriation of some 20,000 Burundians from other countries in
the region, mainly Tanzania (15,000) and the DRC (5,000).
Transport and standard assistance, such as cash grants, food,
non-food items (NFIs), health care and school kits will be
provided upon return.

UNHCR will also support the reintegration of about 38,500
returnees, including those repatriated in 2010 and 2011, who may
not yet have been assisted. Legal aid will be given to returnees
facing land and property disputes. Access to land remains the
most sensitive issue with regard to the reintegration of
returnees, and UNHCR will continue to advocate for and
support the peaceful resolution of land conflicts. Donors, other
UN agencies and NGOs will be encouraged to include these
returnees in their development plans, allowing UNHCR to
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Burundi

Main objectives and targets for 2012

Fair protection processes and documentation

� The quality of registration and profiling is improved or
maintained.

�Some 7,000 applications for refugee status determination are
processed through support to the national framework on
refugees and asylum-seekers.

�Access to documentation is guaranteed for returnees 16 years
and above and refugees 14 years and above.

Security from violence and exploitation

� The risk of sexual and gender-based violence is reduced and
the quality of the response to it is improved.

�Some 30,300 refugees (including 20,000 camp refugees) are
protected and provided with access to programmes on the
prevention of, and response to, sexual violence.

Basic needs and essential services

� Shelter and infrastructure are established, improved and
maintained.

�All households live in adequate dwellings.

�Around 3,500 shelters are constructed for some 17,500
beneficiaries.

�Reintegration is facilitated (including through access to land) for
some 38,500 beneficiaries.

� The health status of the population is improved.

�The under-five mortality rate does not exceed six per 1,000
people per month.

�Around 30,300 refugees and 20,000 returnees are provided
with basic health care (including assistance for people living
with HIV and AIDS).

� The population has optimal access to education.

�Some 6,700 and 2,900 refugee children are provided access to
primary and secondary education, respectively.

� The supply of potable water is increased or maintained.

�Better access to water is provided to around 20,000 refugees in
the camps and the target of 20 litres per person per day for
Musasa and Garsorwe camps is reached.

Durable solutions

� The potential for voluntary return is realized.

�Some 20,000 Burundian refugees from the DRC, Tanzania and
Uganda repatriate voluntarily.

�Some 3,000 Congolese refugees in Burundi repatriate
voluntarily to the DRC.

� The potential for resettlement is realized.

�Some 350 refugees are resettled in third countries in 2012 and
another 400 in 2013.



implement an exit strategy in 2012. In view
of the difficulty in securing land for
returnees, UNHCR is proposing to
distribute construction kits provided the
Government identifies and allocates land to
the returnees. The integrated approach
adopted in the past in the construction of
integrated rural villages (also known as
peace villages) is becoming more and more
challenging due to the limited resources.

Some 1,500 people who arrived in
Burundi from Oman in the 1970s have been
found to be at risk of statelessness. In 2012,
UNHCR will continue to work with the
Government on establishing a strong legal
framework to facilitate a profiling exercise,
in order to define durable solutions for
these people.

On the basis of the profiling exercise of
the IDP population conducted in 2011,
UNHCR will support the Burundian
Government as it implements a plan to find
durable solutions for some 150,000 people
estimated to be internally displaced.
UNHCR will also work with the
Government on a national strategy for the
socio-economic reintegration of people
harmed by conflicts.

� Constraints

The difficult economic and socio-political
situation prevailing in the country, along
with the precarious security environment,
also impedes strengthened protection
monitoring.

Burundi is in a post-conflict situation,
characterized by a progressive withdrawal
of NGOs and humanitarian actors. The
Norwegian Refugee Council, UNHCR’s

main implementing partner for camp
management, will withdraw from Burundi
at the end of 2011. Finding alternative
arrangements will be a further challenge
for UNHCR.

Organization and
implementation

� Coordination

UNHCR and other UN Agencies in
Burundi work within a unified framework
for the planning of activities and the
security and safety of staff. UNHCR will
continue assuming the lead of the
Protection Sector Cluster, jointly with the
Human Rights Office of the UN Office in
Burundi (BNUB). UNHCR also works in
close coordination with the Government
and national coordination bodies concerned
with return, reintegration and IDP
activities.

Financial information

UNHCR’s budget for 2012 in Burundi totals
USD 30.8 million, representing a reduction
of about 30 per cent per cent from the 2011
budget of USD 44.5 million. The decrease
primarily reflects the reduction in the
number of returnees assisted. However, the
budget includes some requirements that
could result from the closure of the Mtabila
Camp in Tanzania hosting more than
37,000 Burundian refugees, as well as new
voluntary repatriation from and to the DRC
and other countries, and also reintegration
activities for returnees.
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UNHCR’s presence in 2012

� Number of offices 5

� Total staff 152
International staff 25
National staff 108
JPO staff 1
UNVs 12
Others 6

Returnees, recently repatriated from the Democratic
Repubic of the Congo, at the Mutimbuzi transit centre
in Bujumbura, Burundi, are being photographed for the
archive of returned refugees.
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2012 UNHCR Budget in Burundi (USD)

BUDGET BREAKDOWN
REFUGEE

PROGRAMME
PILLAR 1

STATELESS
PROGRAMME

PILLAR 2

REINTEGRATION
PROJECTS
PILLAR 3

IDP
PROJECTS
PILLAR 4

TOTAL

Favourable protection environment

International and regional
instruments 0 86,179 0 0 86,179

Law and policy 0 209,858 0 0 209,858

National administrative
framework 220,860 0 0 0 220,860

Access to legal assistance 146,174 0 0 0 146,174

Subtotal 367,034 296,037 0 0 663,071

Fair protection processes and documentation

Identification of statelessness 0 113,679 0 0 113,679

Registration and profiling 278,674 0 0 0 278,674

Refugee status determination 213,674 0 0 0 213,674

Individual documentation 0 96,179 0 0 96,179

Civil registration and civil
status documentation 516,720 0 0 0 516,720

Family re-unification 79,837 0 0 0 79,837

Subtotal 1,088,905 209,858 0 0 1,298,763

Security from violence and exploitation

Protection from crime 279,837 0 0 0 279,837

Prevention of and response to
SGBV 1,333,080 0 0 0 1,333,080

Protection of children 666,930 0 0 0 666,930

Subtotal 2,279,847 0 0 0 2,279,847

Basic needs and essential services

Health 2,340,277 0 0 0 2,340,277

Reproductive health and HIV
services 495,511 0 0 0 495,511

Nutrition 285,511 0 0 0 285,511

Food security 121,837 0 0 0 121,837

Water 505,511 0 0 0 505,511

Sanitation and hygiene 865,511 0 0 0 865,511

Shelter and infrastructure 3,754,720 0 0 0 3,754,720

Basic domestic and hygiene
items 931,837 0 0 0 931,837

Services for people with
specific needs 297,674 0 0 0 297,674

Education 1,827,231 0 0 0 1,827,231

Subtotal 11,425,619 0 0 0 11,425,619
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PARTNERS

Implementing partners

Government agencies
Office national pour la protection des
réfugiés et apatrides
Commission nationale des terres et autres
biens
Ministère de la solidarité nationale, des
droits de la personne humaine et du genre
Ministère de l’intérieur et de la sécurité
publique

NGOs
Africa Humanitarian Action
Conseil pour l’ éducation et le
développement
Fédération Handicap International
International Rescue Committee
Refugee Education Trust
African Centre for Constructive Resolution of
Conflicts
Conseil pour l’ éducation et le
développement
Caritas
Fédération nationale des coopératives
d’épargne
Ligue Iteka

Others
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit
UNV

Operational partners

Others
BNUB
FAO
IOM
UNAIDS
UNDP
UNICEF
WFP
WHO
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UNHCR’s budget in Burundi 2008 – 2013



BUDGET BREAKDOWN
REFUGEE

PROGRAMME
PILLAR 1

STATELESS
PROGRAMME

PILLAR 2

REINTEGRATION
PROJECTS
PILLAR 3

IDP
PROJECTS
PILLAR 4

TOTAL

Community empowerment and self-reliance

Community mobilization 345,674 0 0 0 345,674

Natural resources and shared
environment 141,837 0 0 0 141,837

Self-reliance and livelihoods 920,511 0 0 0 920,511

Subtotal 1,408,022 0 0 0 1,408,022

Durable solutions

Comprehensive solutions
strategy 0 0 0 808,044 808,044

Voluntary return 3,905,696 0 0 0 3,905,696

Reintegration 1,506,570 0 0 0 1,506,570

Integration 139,837 0 0 0 139,837

Resettlement 228,674 0 0 0 228,674

Subtotal 5,780,777 0 0 808,044 6,588,821

Leadership, coordination and partnerships

Camp management and
coordination 403,674 0 0 0 403,674

Donor relations 225,511 0 0 0 225,511

Subtotal 629,185 0 0 0 629,185

Logistics and operations support

Logistics and supply 4,553,127 0 0 0 4,553,127

Operations management,
coordination and support 1,320,464 157,358 0 455,363 1,933,185

Subtotal 5,873,591 157,358 0 455,363 6,486,312

Total 28,852,979 663,253 0 1,263,407 30,779,639

2011 Revised budget 34,439,704 285,362 9,180,489 640,016 44,545,571
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